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Votes and Vice 

T he Plymouth Historical Museum’s newest ex-
hibit, Votes and Vice, opens on January 16, 
2019. The exhibit explores the history of Prohi-

bition and how it changed the culture and reshaped the 
lives of women, transforming them from the traditional 
subservient role in Victorian times to suffragists 
marching for the right to vote. 
 
After World War I ended in 1918, women were heavily 
involved in campaigning for two constitutional amend-
ments, the 18th for Prohibition and the 19th Amend-
ment giving women the right to vote in every state.   
 
With photos, documents, and vignettes, the Museum 
will showcase the causes and effects of prohibition, 
and the part that women’s groups had in getting the 
18th and 19th amendments passed.  

VOTES & VICE 
New Exhibit at the Plymouth Historical Museum 

January 16 thru June 16, 2019 
Admission: $7 adults; $3 students 6-17;  

children 5 and under are free.  
Museum hours, 1-4 PM,  

Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday.   
Closed Holidays. 

For groups and tours,  
please contact the Museum for advanced notice. 

Plymouth Historical 

Museum 

155 S. Main Street 

Plymouth, MI 48170  

734-455-8940   
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Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
http://www.plymouthhistory.org 
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory 
734-455-8940  Fax: 734-455-7797 
 

Hours 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1-4 PM all days 
Open year round (except some holidays) 
 

Board of Directors 
Margaret Harris President 
Carol Souchock Vice President 
Kathy Sullivan Secretary 
Jim Burroughs                                         Treasurer 
Jeff Ashton  Director 
Carol Bimberg                                Director 
Ernie Hughes Director 
Dave Latawiec Director 
William Moore  Director 
Tim Tingstad Director 
Jim Vermeulen Jr. Director 
 
 
 

Staff 
Madelyne Beddoes Cashier/Scheduler 
Janet Burns Office Manager 
Melody McCann Administrative Assistant 
Mike Hoggard Facility Manager 
Paula Holmes   Museum Store Manager  
Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens Executive Director 
Leslie Ryder Education Coordinator 
Mary Thackston Exhibits Coordinator 
Mike Woloszyk Marketing Director 
Pam Yockey Archivist 
 
Museum Memo Editor 
Gerry Sabatini  sabatini1983@att.net 
Proofreader—Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Museum Memo is printed four times a year.  

Monthly Drawing  
Joan Anderson, Jean LaPointe  and Pam 

Piendel are the respective winners of the 
October, November, and December drawings for 
a $25 gift certificate.  

New Members—Welcome! 
 

Barry Atkinson, Northville   
Barbara Berendt, Livonia 
Craig Blunk, Northville 

John Buehner, Plymouth  
Lisa Diesbourg, Lake Orion 

Ryan Ennis, Livonia 
Arlene Fedewa,  Plymouth   
Josette French, Plymouth 

Harper, Finley & Associates, P.C., Plymouth 
Cynthia Heins, Whitmore Lake 

John G. Janosik, Northville 
Irene Jarrell, Plymouth 

Lisa Kipke, Saint Clair Shores 
Plymouth Canton Civitan Club, Canton 

Phillip Rauch, Livonia 
Travel Leaders, Plymouth 

The Plymouth Historical Museum is a privately funded 

501(c)3 charitable organization. We receive no govern-

ment funding. We always have a "wish list" of things 

that help us as we work to preserve and share the histo-

ry of Plymouth.  

Here are some of our common purchases to provide 

inspiration. 

•    IT/Network support $250 

•    ½ month heating bill $375  

•    ½ month electric bill $475 

•    1 month employee salary $500  

To donate, make your check payable to the Plymouth 

Historical Museum. 

 
Kroger Plus 

Card  

Donations 

Thank you to those who have added the Plymouth 
Historical Society to their Kroger Plus Card. The Muse-
um receives a small percentage from any purchases made 
by those who have an up-to-date registration on their 
cards.  

To participant in the program, visit 
 www.krogercommunityrewards.com.  

Click on “Michigan” and click on “Enroll.”  
 
You must have a valid online account at Kroger.com 

to participate.  If you need help, give us a call at 734-455
-8940 ext. 9. We’ll be happy to help you get enrolled. .o 
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Bits ‘n Pieces 

By Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens, executive director 

O ur next members-only re-
ception is Tuesday, January 
15, 2019.  Your invitation 

is either included in your printed 
copy of this newsletter, or it was 
emailed to you as a separate at-
tachment with this newsletter. We 
have limited space, so we encour-
age you to RSVP quickly, as our 
events tend to sell out. You can 
call 734-455-8940 x0 or sign up 
yourself at www.plymouthhistory. 
org. If you wait until just before 
the reception to sign up, there’s a 
good chance you won’t get in. 

Our new year is starting with a 
bang with the new exhibit “Votes 
and Vice” opening on January 16. 
If you’re interested in our Teeto-
talers Tea on February 10, buy 
your tickets now. Carrie Nation 
(portrayed by Jackie Schubert) 
will regale attendees with tales of 
her fight against alcohol in turn-of
-the-century America. Watch for 

ticket sales for “A Flapper Mur-
der at the 1920s Speakeasy.” We 
can only accommodate 100 peo-
ple and the mystery we held in 
September sold out very fast. 

 

Caboose 
I’m sure that many of you 

have heard that we are working 
on getting a caboose for the Mu-
seum. In November, the City of 
Plymouth approved the variance 
needed so that the caboose can 
permanently sit on the east side 
of the building.  

We’re working with CSX to 
find out which caboose we will 
be getting and when.  

Meanwhile, we are conduct-
ing a fundraising campaign 
called “Save the Caboose” to 
raise money for landscaping the 
area, moving the caboose from 
one of the rail yards in the area, 
and for refurbishing. If you’re 

 

The Plymouth Historical Museum’s Annual Auction Fundraiser  
“A Gala Night to Remember.”  

Only 200 Tickets will be sold for this event. Get yours early!  
Tickets are $75 each,  Tables of 8 are $600 

www.plymouthhistory.org 

Save the Date! 
A Night FOR the Museum 

Saturday, March 9, 2019, 6-9 pm 
Italian-American  

Banquet & Conference Center, Livonia 

Date  Event Members  Public 
January 15 Members-only Reception NOW 
February 10 Teetotalers Tea NOW Dec. 17 
March 9 A Night FOR the Museum NOW NOW 
March 30 Murder Mystery Jan. 28 Feb. 11 
 “A Flapper Murder at the 1920s Speakeasy” 
April 27 Ghosts of Plymouth Walk Jan. 7 Jan. 21 

interested in donating, we have a 
unique opportunity for you. Until 
Monday, January 14, 2019, every-
one who donates to help "Save 
The Caboose" will be entered to 
win a weekend trip for two to Chi-
cago courtesy of Dwellings by 
Rudy & Hall and Kelly Brown at 
Guaranteed Rate! You can donate 
on our Facebook page using this 
link: Save the Caboose Fundraiser 
(https://www.facebook.com/
donate/1909541315788406/). You 
can also donate on the Museum 
website (http://www.plymouth-
history.org/Save-the-Caboose-
Fundraisers_AE36.html) or by 
coming in to the Museum.  

During the Plymouth Ice Festi-
val, be sure to look for the ca-
boose ice sculpture by the spon-
sors of the trip to Chicago. Please 
thank them for this generous fund-
raising assistance! 

We’d also like to thank Art’s 
Residential Tree Service. Art Guz-
man, owner, sent a crew to the 
Museum recently to remove three 
trees and bushes that were along-
side the Museum—for FREE! 
These trees and bushes needed to 
be removed as part of the land-
scaping for the caboose.  

https://www.facebook.com/dwellingsbyrudyandhall/?__tn__=KH-R&eid=ARD1GPHnD-8z9P-KJcO9MILqu7_k_OvzTgp7MrsR0ZEE6KKRdHo4_bTrxAbzjH-yHieuArnzlkEl3sei&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDJuXLfBLmRV-GHvOj5nKtCf_cHkAXjnbEa8s7w_uZVneZzQ6dIoW4Fed1u_E6PuuPoKyJx_A9YPD4I5
https://www.facebook.com/dwellingsbyrudyandhall/?__tn__=KH-R&eid=ARD1GPHnD-8z9P-KJcO9MILqu7_k_OvzTgp7MrsR0ZEE6KKRdHo4_bTrxAbzjH-yHieuArnzlkEl3sei&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDJuXLfBLmRV-GHvOj5nKtCf_cHkAXjnbEa8s7w_uZVneZzQ6dIoW4Fed1u_E6PuuPoKyJx_A9YPD4I5
https://www.facebook.com/KBrownatGR/?__tn__=KH-R&eid=ARC_UH2zwtTJRaiptZqCes7ftlKiS3TpsF_DzN-pKuWY3futbEv0Dg8yJTJRaTlO_vlAcK37u_ZI7YjY&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDJuXLfBLmRV-GHvOj5nKtCf_cHkAXjnbEa8s7w_uZVneZzQ6dIoW4Fed1u_E6PuuPoKyJx_A9YPD4I5GkcNZvW-LESG
https://www.facebook.com/KBrownatGR/?__tn__=KH-R&eid=ARC_UH2zwtTJRaiptZqCes7ftlKiS3TpsF_DzN-pKuWY3futbEv0Dg8yJTJRaTlO_vlAcK37u_ZI7YjY&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDJuXLfBLmRV-GHvOj5nKtCf_cHkAXjnbEa8s7w_uZVneZzQ6dIoW4Fed1u_E6PuuPoKyJx_A9YPD4I5GkcNZvW-LESG
https://www.facebook.com/donate/1909541315788406/
http://www.plymouthhistory.org/Save-the-Caboose-Fundraisers_AE36.html


Chris Huffman 
Ernie Hughes 
David Latawiec 
Jane Libbing 
Bob McCaffrey 
William Moore 
Ann O’Shaughnessy 
Mary Pauline 
Geraldine Pritchard 
Barbara Rogers 
Gerald Sabatini 
Haley Schriber 
Catherine Sekerke 
Carol Souchock 
Kathy Sullivan 
Terese Tuohey 
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Donations Received  

September – November 2018  Thank You! 

Thank you for the following 
generous donations that were 
received between September 
and November 2018:  
 
Big Band Gala Sponsor 

($2,500) 

Community Financial 
Credit Union 

 

SS Constitution Gala 

Sponsor ($1,000) 

Freudenberg NOK 
 

The Lincoln ($1,000+ ) 

Dolores Guenther 
Mary Fritz 
Margaret & Brian Kidston 
 
The Starkweather 

($500–$999) 

James Burroughs 
Cynthia Hartsig 
Kiwanis Club of Colonial 

Plymouth 
 

The Penniman  

($250–$499) 

Wilson Andrews Jr. 
Susan Carlson 
Corpore Sano Home Health 

Care 
Penny Flury, DDS 
Wesley Hough 
John Janosik 
Doreen Lawton 
John Marshall 
Steven Marulis 
Brett Phillips 
Win Schrader 
Travel Leaders 

The Kellogg  

($100–$249) 

John Blackwell III 
Luan Brownlee 
John Chudyk 
Joel Clark 
Matthew Duda 
Bee Friedlander 
Robert Gordon, DO 
Dorothy Grant 
Harper, Finley & Assoc. 
Hidden Cove Estates 
Paula Holmes 
Horton Plumbing 
Geraldine Kilsdonk 
Linda Manchester 
Judith Morgan 
Dorothy Mulroy 
Nancy Navarre 
Lorna Nitz 
Carrie Phillips 
Pam Piendel 
Plymouth Canton Civitan 

Club 
PSLZ, LLP 
Remerica of Michigan 
David Rucinski 
Veralou Scott 
Susan Seelye 
Simply Fresh 

Mediterranean Grill 
George Ward 
 
Under $100 

Carol Bimberg 
Arthur Booth 
David Brogan 
Sandra Daniels 
David Field 
Margaret Harris 
Matt Holmes 

Save the Caboose 

Brick Paver  

Campaign ($250) 

 
Kelly Bida 
Marlene Donoghue 
Ellen Elliott 
Jennifer Laidlaw 
Raffaele Mautone 

(x4) 
Barbara Peterson 
Peggy Predhomme 
Fred Robinson 
Brett Wilson 
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Save the Caboose Fundraiser Donations Received  

September – November 2018  Thank You! 

The Lincoln ($1,000+ ) 

John Blackwell III 
Robert Gotro 
Chris Huffman 
Raffaele Mautone 
 
The Starkweather 

($500–$999) 

James Burroughs 
James Vermeulen 
 
The Penniman  

($250–$499) 

Jean Lapointe 
Linda Manchester 
 
The Kellogg  

($100–$249) 

Clark Chapin 
Judi Clemens 
Karen Ekholm 

Joan Erickson 
Shannon Hall 
Cynthia Hartsig 
Patrick Kehoe 
John Kronenberger 
Martha Lisowski 
Mary Maclaren 
Patricia Malcolm 
Leann Meixner 
Carol Packard 
Jill Russell-Cave 
 
Under $100 

Mary Bloom 
Brian Borich 
Kristina Bosinger 
Kelly Brown 
Lois Bude 
Thea Bude 
Janis Campbell 
Joel Clark 
Christina Cook 

Lila Davis 
John Dempsey 
Jan Dersey 
Susan Hamrick 
Kim Harrison 
Susan Heimbaugh-Brown 
Cindy Heins 
Janet Hendrian 
Rita Hesse 
Karen Hill 
Benjamin Jakubowski 
Shirley Jallad 
Eleanor Jones 
Linda Jeunemann 
Nancy Katulski 
Joanne Kokoszka 
Beth Mayer Lacasse 
Ricardo Lung 
Amy Mackiewicz 
Eliza Miller 
Pete Mundt 
Sean Nemes 
Jason Nikka 
William Paulin 
Kathy Petlewski 
Stacy Plum 
Kathy Powers 
Gordon Remington 
Susan Robinson 
David Rucinski 
James Salamay 
Marye Seena 
Chris Smith 
Mary Bella Spongberg 
Jeri Steele 
Adam Szymczyk 
Mary Thackston 
Jeffrey Vaillant 
Erica Voolich 
Kathleen Whitney 
Karl Williams 

$10,000 Donor Match! 
 

Don Soenen matched the 
first $10,000 in caboose  

donations!!! 
 

Donations are still being  
accepted for the caboose: 
www.plymouthhistory.org 
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Plymouth Days Gone By 
Compiled by Gerry Sabatini from the newspaper archives at the  

Plymouth District Library 

50 Years Ago -  
December  

1968 

An impressive start was given to the campaign to raise funds 
for a Plymouth Historical Museum, when the Kiwanis Club 
of Plymouth, which is sponsoring the drive, presented a 
check for $5,000 to the Historical Society.  At the ceremony, 
from left to right, were Mrs. Betty Norman, president of the 
society; Clarence Moore, chairman of the society’s building 
committee; and Kiwanian William Leonards, who made the 
check presentation.  
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50 Years Ago -  
December 1968 
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Volunteer Spotlight 

T he Half Moon Club is one of just two Speakeasys 
in town, fighting prohibition by serving alcohol 
illegally and offering patrons the type of fun that 

can’t be had when the sun is up. Despite the constant 
threat of a raid, business at The Half Moon Club is lucra-
tive, as men and women stream through the doors each 
night.  
 
When a flapper is found shot to death outside the club, the 
management and loyal patrons of The Half Moon Club 
scramble to identify the killer before the police catch wind 
of the killing and shut down the juice joint for good! 
 
Join us for an evening of suspense at the Plymouth Histor-
ical Museum on Saturday, March 30. Help us solve this 
dastardly murder, while enjoying pizza and cookies.   
 
Tickets are $20 per person and will go on sale to members 
on January 28 and to the public on February 11, 2019.  

The job had many benefits, including discount 
fares and hotel reservations, which allowed her to 
travel the world. Included in her long list of destina-
tions is Thailand, Beijing, Hong Kong, London, Ger-
many, and Switzerland.   

Today, besides volunteering at the Museum, she 
is busy working in her garden at her home in Plym-
outh, quilting, knitting, and bike riding. She also 
loves acrylic painting of many garden objects, in-
cluding garden signs and plaques. 

Anita loves her job in the Museum Store and 
working with the store staff and manager, Paula 
Holmes. After five years of volunteering, she enjoys 
the busyness of the job and always finds the custom-
ers happy to be shopping in her store.  

Anita’s devotion and sense of humor is a real 
benefit to the Museum. 

V 
isitors to our Mu-
seum Store al-
ways enjoy the 
friendliness and 

helpfulness of our vol-
unteer storekeeper, 
Anita Strach.   

    Born and raised in 
Detroit, Anita attended 
Cody High School in 
Northwest Detroit, mar-
ried and is the proud 

mom of three sons and six grandchildren.  

Anita joined the workforce later in her homemak-
ing career and worked for Northwest Airlines at De-
troit Metro Airport for 20 years. She enjoyed many 
different job assignments, including reservations, gate 
attendant, ticket counter, and luggage handler.  

Anita Strach 

"Teetotalers Tea"   
 

Sunday, February 10, 2019, 
2-4 pm 

 
Plymouth  

Historical Museum 
155 S. Main Street  

Plymouth, MI 48170 

C arry A. Nation comes to Plymouth!  Carry was a 
radical member of the temperance movement, which 
opposed alcohol before the advent of Prohibition. 

She was notorious for marching into a bar, singing and 
praying while smashing bar fixtures and stock with a 
hatchet.   
 
Jackie Schubert, a member of the Plymouth Living History 
Troupe, will bring Carry Nation to life during a rip-roaring 
portrayal of the activist in our "Teetotallers Tea."   
 
Enjoy tea delicacies catered by Diann’s Catering. Spon-
sored by Ellen Elliott. 
 
Tickets are $30 for members; $35 for non-members. Mem-
bers can purchase tickets now by calling the Museum. 
Tickets go on sale to the public December 17. 
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50 Years Ago -  
December 1968 
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50 Years Ago -  
December 1968 

O ne of the Museum’s longtime dedi-
cated volunteers is Grace Colter, 
who has spent the past 12 years 

helping the Museum. You will always 
find her happy face and cheerful disposi-
tion on the Museum floor, assisting our 
visitors. 

Grace was born in Detroit but grew up 
and spent most of her life in Southfield, 
Michigan. Since Southfield at the time did 
not have a local high school, she attended 

Redford Union High School and went on to receive an education de-
gree at Wayne State University.  

Grace chose a teaching career and taught 35 years as a kindergar-
ten teacher at Cooke Grade School in Rosedale Park in Detroit. After 
retiring from her longtime teaching career, she decided to devote her 
life to volunteering, thankfully at our Museum.  

Besides her position as guide at the Plymouth Historical Museum, 
she also splits her time at Mill Race Village in Northville and the 
Northville Public Library. But her volunteering in Michigan does end 
there.  

Grace vacations with her husband for three months every year in 
Florida at Annamarie Island near Sarasota and volunteers at the local 
historical museum there.  

Grace has been married for 66 years and is the proud mother of 
two children, Will and Lynne, and has four grandchildren and three 
great grandchildren.    

Volunteer Spotlight 

Grace Colter 

Angels in the Archive    

E very day there is a little bit of excitement happening in the archive, 
with a new story discovered under dust and long-forgotten memories 
found in items put away for safe keeping years ago. Recently pre-

sented was the letter from Margaret Dunning officially giving the Museum 
to the Plymouth Historical Society.  In a 1920 suitcase, was the WWI uni-
form of George Burr including camp newsletters, photos, and papers. You 
will have a chance to see these items on display during our next exhibit 
“Votes and Vice.”  By the way, anyone have an empty can of snuff or chew-
ing tobacco we could borrow for the exhibit? 

As a long term project, we have hundreds of unidentified photos from 
the Community Crier that need to be identified.  We would like to invite you 
to come in and take up the challenge of identifying faces and places.  Just 
email archivist@ plymouthistory.org to volunteer for an hour or two.  We 
are open Wednesday and Friday 1-4 pm.  Come take a trip down memory 
lane. 

mailto:archivist@plymouthistory.org
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50 Years Ago -  
December 1968 

The Detroit, Plymouth, and Northville railroad 
passenger service, also known as the Inter-
urban Streetcar, operated from 1898 to 1924.  
The Interurban allowed for greater commuter 
service between Plymouth and Northville, 
Plymouth and Wayne, and Plymouth and De-
troit. 

An Interurban Streetcar passenger train passing under 
the Phoenix Bridge between Plymouth and Northville.  
Circa, early 1900s. 



Friends of the Plymouth Historical Museum  
155 S. Main Street 
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Calendar of Events 
For a detailed list of events, visit the Museum website at www.plymouthhistory.org/events.html. 
 
December 2018 
22&23—Santa Claus visits Museum, 1-4 pm. 
30—“Nifty Fifties” exhibit closes. Museum closed until January 16, 2019. 
 
January 2019 
15—Members-only Reception, 6-8 pm, limited space, RSVP required www.plymouthhistory.org  
16—Wednesday, “Votes & Vice” special exhibit opens. 
 
February 
10—Sunday, “Teetotalers Tea,” 2-4 pm, hear Carrie Nation talk about prohibition. Tickets $30 for members. 
 
March 
9—Saturday, A Night FOR the Museum, Italian American Banquet Center, Livonia, 6-9 pm, Auction Theme, 

“A Gala Night to Remember.”  
30—Saturday, “A Flapper Murder at the 1920's Speakeasy,” Plymouth Historical Museum, 5:30-8 pm, tickets 

$20 per person.  

 
VOTES & VICE 

New Exhibit at the Plymouth Historical Museum 
January 16 thru June 16, 2019 

Museum hours, 1-4 pm,  
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday.   

 


