
Museum memo 
April-June 2018                                                                  

“Nifty Fifties” opens 
Wednesday, August 1 

at 1 p.m. The exhibit will run through De-
cember 30. Museum hours are Wednesday, 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 1-4 p.m. Ad-
mission is $7 for adults and $3 for children 6-
17; Saturdays through September 1 are free, 
courtesy of the Museum’s major sponsor 
Comfort Keepers of Plymouth. Members of 
the Plymouth Historical Museum always get 
in free. The Plymouth Historical Museum is 
located at 155 S. Main Street, a block north 
of downtown Plymouth. 
 

 
Vintage Plymouth Baseball 

D uring the early 1900s, a popular summertime event in 
Plymouth was attending an afternoon baseball game at 
Plymouth Field. The field was located near Davis St., be-

tween Farmer and Blanche, and was described as one of the fin-
est small-town baseball fields in the state. By the late 1910s, as 
the popularity of the Detroit Tigers and major league baseball 
increased, the Plymouth home-game season was reduced to a 
limited schedule. The game announcement on the right is from 
the Plymouth Mail, June 6, 1914.     

H ey, Daddy-O, 
beat feet to the 
Plymouth Historical Museum begin-

ning August 1 to experience the fab new spe-
cial exhibit, “Nifty Fifties.” Visitors will flip 
back to the days of hula hoops, saddle shoes 
and neato slang. Cool displays will include 
family life in the 1950s, the American Band-
stand Show, TV shows of the era and, of 
course, dress and style of the era. Other 
peachy objects on display include vintage 
record albums, photographs, electronics, toys, 
magazines, newspapers, and comic books. 
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Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
http://www.plymouthhistory.org 
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory 
734-455-8940  Fax: 734-455-7797 
 

Hours 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1-4 PM all days 
Open year round (except some holidays) 
 

Board of Directors 
Margaret Harris President 
Carol Souchock Vice President 
Kathy Sullivan Secretary 
Jim Burroughs                                         Treasurer 
Jeff Ashton  Director 
Carol Bimberg                                Director 
Ernie Hughes Director 
Dave Latawiec Director 
William Moore  Director 
Tim Tingstad Director 
Jim Vermeulen Jr. Director 
 
 
 

Staff 
Madelyne Beddoes Cashier/Scheduler 
Janet Burns Office Manager 
Melody McCann Administrative Assistant 
Mike Hoggard Facility Manager 
Paula Holmes   Museum Store Manager  

Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens Executive Director 
Heidi Nielsen Archivist 
Leslie Ryder Education Coordinator 
Mary Thackston Exhibits Coordinator 
Mike Woloszyk Marketing Director 
 
Museum Memo Editor 
Gerry Sabatini  sabatini1983@att.net 
Proofreader—Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Museum Memo is printed four times a year.  

Monthly Drawing  
Charlina Hillson, Sheri Janer, and Barbara 

Louie, are the respective winners of the April, 
May, and June drawings for a $25 gift certificate.  

New Members—Welcome! 
John Cheneweth, Plymouth  
Emily Doubler, Plymouth 

F. Susan Neal Harrison, Northport, MI  
Patricia Jason, Livonia 
Theresa Little, Canton 

Vita L. Minni, Plymouth 
Joe Rork, Plymouth 

The Plymouth Historical Museum a privately funded 501

(c)3 charitable organization. We receive no government 

funding. We always have a "wish list" of things that help 

us as we work to preserve and share the history of 

Plymouth.  

Here are some of our common purchases to provide 

inspiration. 

•    Roll of 100 first-class postage stamps $50 

•    Box of copy paper $27 

•    IT/Network support $250 

•    ½ month heating bill $375  

•    ½ month electric bill $475 

•    1 month employee salary $500  

To donate, make your check payable to the Plymouth 

Historical Museum. 

Attention all newly retired teachers!  

Come join our volunteer teaching staff  

for school field trips.  

Call Leslie Ryder, education coordinator, to 

discuss this fun opportunity!  

734-455-8940 x2, 

 
Kroger Plus 

Card  

Donations 

Thank you to those who have added the Plymouth 
Historical Society to their Kroger Plus Card. The Muse-
um receives a small percentage from any purchases made 
by those who have an up-to-date registration on their 
cards.  

To participant in the program, visit 
 www.krogercommunityrewards.com.  

Click on “Michigan” and click on “Enroll.”  
 
You must have a valid online account at Kroger.com 

to participate.  If you need help, give us a call at 734-455
-8940 ext. 9. We’ll be happy to help you get enrolled. .o 

Volunteers Make a Difference 
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Bits ‘n Pieces 

By Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens, executive director 

Board Elections 
Congratulations to the Muse-

um’s two new board members: 
Carol Bimberg and William 
Moore. They were elected for the 
3-year term 2018–2021.  

We would like to thank retir-
ing board members Dan Packer 
and Pam Yockey for their many 
years of service on the Board of 
Directors. Both remain as volun-
teers at the Museum. 
 

Tickets 
Tickets are on sale to members 

now for the August 12 Wilcox 
House Tour. If you’re interested in 
this tour, you should purchase 
your tickets during the member 
sales period, as this event sells out 
within minutes when the public 
gets the chance to purchase tick-
ets. 

The events, dates, and when 
tickets will be available to mem-
bers first, and then the general 
public are listed in the box on the 
right. 

Advance sale of tickets for 
Museum events can be purchased 
by members only at the Museum 
using cash, check or credit card. 
They can also be purchased online 
through Eventbrite, but only when 
the event becomes available to the 
public. Once the tickets are availa-
ble to the public, you can purchase 
from the Museum’s Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/
plymouthhistory/) or the Muse-
um’s website (http://
www.plymouthhistory.org). There 
is a small fee added to purchases 
through Eventbrite. 

 

Caboose 
CSX has offered the Plymouth 

Historical Museum one of its two 
remaining cabooses in the Plym-
outh area. We’ve been working 
on finding a way to make this 
donation happen, but have run up 
against a road block in city regu-
lations. An article in the Plym-
outh Observer, written by Brad 
Kadrich, explains the situation. 
We’re at the point of looking for 
support from Plymouth residents. 
See the article here: https://
tinyurl.com/y9vdmdyq 

 

Kitchen Upgrade 
Thanks to the fine work of 

DJL Builders, the kitchen up-
grade project is now complete. 
We have two new dishwashers 
and two wall ovens, as well as a 
plumbed coffeemaker. We’re ex-
cited to put the new appliances to 
the test during the next Wine & 
Appetizer Member Reception on 
Tuesday, July 31 (invitations will 
be in the mail soon).  

The upgrade was paid for 
with a grant from the Dunning 
Foundation, as well as donations 
from the Kiwanis Club of Colo-
nial Plymouth, and several indi-
viduals. 

The pictures show the new 
appliances, the new sink, and 
new granite countertops. 

 

Date  Event Members  Public 
August 12 Wilcox House Tour Now June 25 
August 19 Ice Cream Social (Kids) SOLD OUT 
September 15 Steampunk Murder Mystery July 16 July 30 
September 23 Wilcox House Tour July 23 Aug. 6 
October 6 Plymouth Ghosts Cemetery Walk July 2 July 16 
October 27 Plymouth Ghosts Cemetery Walk July 30 Aug. 13 
November 4 Wilcox House Tour Sept. 17 Oct. 1 
December 2 Christmas Tea Oct. 1 Oct. 15 
 “Crinolines and Classics: Those Fabulous Fifties” 
December 12 Simply Dickens Oct. 15 Oct. 29 



Up to $100 

Cindy Ash 
Greg Ash 
Richard Ashburn 
Carol Bimberg 
Janet Burns 
Clark E. Chapin 
Sheila Cousino 
Debbie DeCamillo 
Heidi Ernst 
Carol Hathaway 
Bill Jones 
Scott Kappler 
Lore Neidhardt 
Tricia Spease 
Maria Taylor 
Jean Upton 
Andy Ura 
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Donations Received  

March – May 2018  Thank You! 

$6,000 

Don Soenen 
 

The Lincoln ($1,000+ ) 

Patrick O'Neill 
Dennis Sergent 

The Starkweather 

($500–$999) 

Cynthia Hartsig 
Dan Herriman 
Michael Howell 
Ernie Hughes 
David Latawiec 
William Lawton 
Kimberly Majeske 
William Moore 
Jim O'Donnell 
 
The Penniman  

($250–$499) 

Kathy Aznavorian 
Rebecca Bimberg 
James W. Burroughs 
Chris Chandler 
Richard Eisiminger 
Ellen Elliott 
Wes Graff 
Jim & Anita Jabara 
Roger& Jill Kehn 
Jason Lira 
Joe Sellers 
Kathy Sullivan 
Tim Tingstad 
James Vermeulen 
Mark & Agnieszka Wira 
Pam Yockey 
 

The Kellogg  

($100–$249) 

Joan Anderson 
Ron Carley 
Mark Carrigan 
Nancy Earle 
Nancy Finley 
Bee Friedlander 
Joe Grima 
Frederick Hill 
Terri John 
Elizabeth Kerstens 
Doreen Lawton 
Kelly Loringer 
George Lytle 
Stephen Marulis 
Kris Mayer 
Mark Riegel 
Leslie Ryder 
Richard Schubatis 
Susan Seelye 
Carol A. Souchock 

 

Thank you for the following generous donations that were received between March and May 
2018:  
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fiction and detective novels.  
 
Roy is much appreciated for his hard work and 

dedication and is truly an asset to our museum. 

R oy has been with the museum as a volunteer 
in the maintenance department for 16 years. 
Back in 2002, Roy wanted to donate some 

items to the museum; once it was learned he was 
handy in carpentry and electronics, he was recruit-
ed immediately.  
 

Roy was born in Highland Park and grew up in 
Portland, Michigan. He joined the Air Force in 
1950 and served our country as an electronic tech-
nician and radar instructor in Biloxi, Mississippi. 
Roy met his wife, Helen, in New Orleans. He fin-
ished his education after serving his country and 
graduated from Michigan State University in 1957 
with a degree in engineering. Roy and Helen had 
four children; he is now the proud grandfather of 12 
grandchildren, four great grandchildren and one 
great-great grandchild.  

 
Roy has worked on many museum upgrades 

over the years. Some of his projects include build-
ing the upper level storefronts on Main Street, add-
ing a huge cabinet to the Archive, and refurbishing 
and installing the Cassidy House front doors in the 
Sanford Burr Meeting Room. 

 
Roy loves his volunteer job at the museum and 

looks forward to working with the rest of the 
maintenance crew and doing things with his hands. 
He also enjoys his free time by reading his favorite 

Volunteer Spotlight 

 

Saturday, Oct 6  

(Tickets on sale to members July 2) 

Saturday, Oct 27 

(Tickets on sale to members July 30) 

Tickets are $15 per person  

Roy Pilkington 
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Admission to the Plymouth Historical Museum is FREE on Saturdays until September 1, 2018,  

thanks to the generous sponsorship of Comfort Keepers of Plymouth.  

 

Sunday, August 12, 2018  

Tours at 1, 2, 3, and 4 pm 

Tickets $15 per person  

On sale now to members. 
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 50 Years Ago - May 1968 

50 Years Ago - May 1968 
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Volunteer Spotlight 

K aren is one of our dedicated volunteers in 
the Archive. She started with us one year 
ago, finding us online and wishing to spend 

part of her retirement volunteering her hours 
working with people. 

Karen is originally from Delaware and moved 
to this area back in 1971. She worked at Gale 
Research in Farmington Hills for ten years in the 
Research Department and finished her career of 20 
years at the Society of Manufacturing Engineers 
(SME), working in the Publishing Division. Karen 
and her husband are proud of their son and 
daughter-in-law and their four grandchildren. Now 
living in Plymouth Township, she is a big music 
fan of her husband, Mike, who in retirement plays 
guitar and sings for parties and special events. He 
was one of the entertainers at the Ann Arbor 
Summer Fest. 

Karen finds the Plymouth Historical Museum 

to be very professional and “first class.” She enjoys 

working with the people in the Archive and dealing 

daily with historical items and Plymouth history. 

Because of her background in library and 

publishing research, she feels this volunteer job is 

the right fit. We are glad she feels that way, too. 

 

Karen Wilhelm 

‘A Steampunk Murder Mystery’ 

T he year is 1857 and steam power rules, from 
the upper echelons of society to the gutters of 
London’s Old Town.  

Here in the countryside sits Harrison House, a 
humble estate with a staff of just 20 servants. Harri-
son House is home to widow Lady Steeles, her 
daughter Evangeline, servants and, from time to 
time, friends and passers-by.  

Tonight was to be a festive celebration in honor 
of both of Lady Evangeline Steeles’ 21st birthday 
and also her engagement to Mr. Bartholemew Payne.  

A mysterious and priceless gift is delivered to 
Lady Evangeline—one that carries a dark and power-
ful secret. But when Mr. Payne is found dead at the 
bottom of a cliff, the celebration quickly turns into a 
murder investigation! 

 Who pushed him? Where is the legendary Moon-
stone?  

With a cast of characters and lore only found in 
the Steampunk universe, this mystery is sure to end 
up hotly debated by suspects and guests alike. 

Tickets are $20 and will go on sale to members 
on July 16 and to the public on July 30.  
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50 Years Ago -  
April 1968 
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Plymouth Days Gone By 
Compiled by Gerry Sabatini from the newspaper archives at the  

Plymouth District Library 

 

50 Years Ago - 
June 1968 

 

 

Historians have de-
scribed the year 1968 as 
the year that changed 
history. It was also the 
year the Detroit newspa-
pers were on strike. De-
troiters relied on other 
media sources for their 
daily news. The strike 
lasted 267 days. The 
strike began in November 
1967, and was settled in 
August 1968.  

In 1968, 895 Plymouth 
area telephone workers 
joined the national strike 
against the Bell Tele-
phone System. Nationally, 
200,000 telephone work-
ers walked out when Bell 
Telephone refused to 
agree to wage increases. 
The strike lasted 18 days.  
Workers received wage 
and benefit increases to-
taling nearly 20 percent 
over a three-year period.  

50 Years Ago - 
June 1968 
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In  June 1968, during the Detroit 
Tigers’ pennant drive, management 
considered trading first baseman 
Norm Cash, because of his low 
batting average—.196—and high 
salary—$40,000 per season. In Oc-
tober, Cash powered the Tigers to 
the 1968 World Series champion-
ship, batting .385!   

50 Years Ago - 
June 1968 

50 Years Ago -  
June 1968 



Friends of the Plymouth Historical Museum  
155 S. Main Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
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Calendar of Events 
For a detailed list of events, visit the Museum website at www.plymouthhistory.org/events.html. 
 
July 
15—“Here Comes the Bride” Special Exhibit closes. 
31—Wine & Appetizer Member Reception for “Nifty Fifties,” 6-8 pm. 
August 
1—“Nifty Fifties” Special Exhibit opens. 
12—Wilcox House Tours, 1, 2, 3, and 4 pm. Tickets on sale to members now. 
15—FREE Family Night, 6-8 pm, sponsored by C. L. Finlan & Sons. 
19—Princess Ice Cream Social, SOLD OUT. 
September 
15—“A Steampunk Murder Mystery,” 5:30—8 pm. Tickets go on sale to members July 16. 
23—Wilcox House Tours, 1, 2, 3, and 4 pm. Tickets on sale to members July 23. 

 
The Museum’s Current Special Exhibit 

 

Featuring wedding outfits and artifacts 
from the past as well as interesting facts 
that pertain to wedding traditions long 
gone. The exhibit is on display until  

July 15, 2018. 


