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‘Farm Life/City Life’ 
What would your daily life be like had you lived 150 years ago? 

 

Featured guest speakers, living 

historians Larissa Fleishman 

and Ken Giorlando, are re-

nowned for their knowledge of 

daily life of the 19th century.  

Friends of the Plymouth Historical Museum  

Meeting 

 

Tuesday, September 8, 2015, 7:30 PM 

Guest Speakers,  

Larissa Fleishman and Ken Giorlando 

 

Farm Life/City Life 

What would your daily life be like  

had you lived 150 years ago?  

  

Open to the public & Admission is free 

L iving historians Larissa 

Fleishman and Ken Gior-

lando will be the featured 

guest speakers at the Friends of 

the Plymouth Historical Museum 

meeting on Tuesday, September 8 

at 7:30 PM.  

The title of their presentation 

is, “Farm Life/City Life. What 

would your daily life be like had 

you lived 150 years ago?” 

Renowned for their knowledge 

of daily life of the 19th century, 

Fleishman and Giorlando will 

draw you into their world of hors-

es & carriages, oil lamps & can-

dles, and hoop skirts & top hats, as 

they bring back, by means of sight 

and sound, the every-day life of 

long ago.   

They will compare the daily 

tasks of life between farm and 

city, including daily chores, food 

preparation & preservation, social 

interaction and events, and the dif-

ferences in city and farm clothing 

for men and women.  

Through entertaining ex-

changes, replica artifacts, fun- 

filled facts, and a bit of humor, 

they present the contrasting Vic-

torian work-week between farm 

life in the country and urban life 

in the city.   

Discover the cost of goods 

for city people and the reality of 

self-sufficiency for the farm fam-

ilies.  

Fleishman and Giorlando 

dress in accurate period clothing 

and give their audiences a 

thoughtful regard of the era.  

They have been students of 

history for several decades, and 

have been involved in the prac-

tice of historical presenting and 

reenacting for nearly as many 

years.  

The talk is open to the public 

and admission is free.  

A living history presentation  

for all ages.    



2 MUSEUM MEMO 

Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
http://www.plymouthhistory.org 
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory 
734-455-8940  Fax: 734-455-7797 
 

Hours 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1-4 PM all days 
Open year round (except some holidays) 
 

Board of Directors 
Mike Pappas President 
Sally Fedus Vice President 
Margaret Harris Secretary 
Jim Burroughs                                         Treasurer 
Pam Yockey Past President 
Jeff Ashton                                Director 
Aaron Frank   Director 
Wes Graff Director 
Dan Packer Director 
Jim Vermeulen Jr. Director 
 

Staff 
Madelyne Beddoes Cashier/Scheduler 
Janet Burns Office Manager 
Melody McCann Administrative Assistant 
Mike Hoggard Facility Manager 
Paula Holmes   Museum Store Manager  
Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens Executive Director 
Heidi Nielsen Archivist 
Barb Peterson Hospitality Chair 
Leslie Ryder Education Coordinator 
Mary Thackston Exhibits Coordinator 
 
 

Museum Memo Editor 
Gerry Sabatini  sabatini1983@att.net 
Proofreader—Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Museum Memo is printed six times a year. Friends of 
the Plymouth Historical Museum meetings are open to 
members, their guests, and the public and are held on the 
second TUESDAY of each month, September through 
May, at 7:30 PM, unless otherwise scheduled.  Please enter 
on the Church Street side of the building. 

Monthly Drawing  
Paula Holmes and Gary Rembisz are the 

winners of the July and August drawings for a 

$25 gift certificate.    

New Members—Welcome! 
 

Ryan Kaltenbach, Plymouth 

Gary Rembisz, Plymouth 

Michael Woloszyk, Northville 

Plymouth Historical Museum Wish List 
 

1 Roll Postage Stamps     $49 per  

Adopt a Mannequin    $150 

1/2 month heating bill                      $375 

1/2 month electric bill                      $475 

1 month employee's salary              $500 

To donate online, please visit the Museum website at 

http://www.plymouthhistory.org/support-us/donate.html 

 

Tea Party Needs 
Demitasse spoons 

Salad or dessert forks 

3-inch diameter shallow bowls for fruit or sauce 

Luncheon plates (about 7-inch diameter) 

Tiered serving plates 

Round, colored table clothes 
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Bits ‘N Pieces 
By Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens, executive director 

and even a singalong. Lots of happy little princesses. 

     We had noticed comments on the Chamber’s Fa-

cebook page about little boys being in love with the 

princesses, too, but they would not be interested in 

coming to a tea. So we dreamed up a scavenger hunt 

inside the Museum, “Help Olaf Find the Princesses.” 

While this did not immediately sell out, it was ulti-

mately another sold-out event run by our great Spe-

cial Events Committee. Thankfully Disney has an-

nounced there will be another Frozen movie, and 

there will always be more 4-year-olds, so we’ll be 

able to continue to ride this wave. 

     Back to Downton Abbey. Since the first tea was so 

successful, we decided to offer something different, 

but still with that theme. On October 4, we will host 

“A Teatime Tragedy at Downton Abbey,” which is a 

murder mystery acted out by 14 members of the 

Plymouth History Troupe. We are excited to give this 

a try! Once again, this tea has sold out, this time 3 

months in advance of the tea! I think we’re on to 

something…. 

 

Plymouth Ghosts Cemetery Walk 
     While our annual cemetery walk is not taken from 

popular culture, it is incredibly popular also. It’s 

coming up on Saturday, October 24. Last year, we 

sold out of tickets 3 weeks in advance. If history re-

peats itself, we’ll again sell out of this great event, so 

please don’t wait to buy tickets because you’ll proba-

bly be disappointed. If you haven’t attended one of 

our events, why not? We’re having some fun here! 

     This year we’ve hit the jackpot with topics for our 

teas and special events. We’ve taken some popular 

culture themes and used our own blend of living his-

tory and magic to create these winning events. 

     As mentioned in the March/April 2015 Museum 

Memo, our Downton Abbey Tea and Fashion Show 

in March was a rousing success, selling out 6 weeks 

before the tea. Our first Frozen Princess Tea, in May, 

sold out in 3 days, thanks to the power of social me-

dia. I posted the event on the Museum’s Facebook 

page. It was shared on the Facebook pages of the 

Plymouth Community Chamber of Commerce and 

the Plymouth Downtown Development Authority. 

The Chamber’s post was then shared more than 80 

times, which accounts for why the tea sold out so 

quickly.  

     The May Frozen Princess Tea was held the Sun-

day before Mother’s Day, so the children made gifts 

for their mothers, in addition to getting their photos 

taken with Princesses Elsa and Anna from the movie 

Frozen. Our tea caterer, Diann Dupuis, outdid herself 

with fantastic tea delicacies.  

     Since the first Frozen Princess Tea was so suc-

cessful, we decided to offer it again in July. This 

time it sold out in 2 days, thanks again to social me-

dia! As 

u s u a l , 

Leslie Ry-

der, educa-

tion coor-

d i n a t o r , 

and her 

volunteers 

kept the 

c h i l d r e n 

busy with 

a make-

a n d - t a k e 

a c t i v i t y , 

p h o t o s 

with the 

princesses, 

Riding the Wave of Popular Culture 
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Donations Received  

June 2015–July 2015 

Thank You! 

The following generous donations 

were received between June 2015 

and July 2015:  

 

The Dunning 

($2,500 +) 
Community Financial 
Manderachia Estate 
Plymouth Lions Club/Foundation 

 

The Starkweather  

($500–$999) 
Sanford Burr 

The Penniman  

($250–$499) 
Bob Bake 
Community Foundation of 

Southeast Michigan 
Detroit Elevator Company 
Hagerty Management, LLC 

Robert McLeese 
Audrey A. Trapiss 
 

The Kellogg ($100–$249) 
Richard Brown 
James W. Burroughs 
James Demmer 
Joseph Gentilcore 
C.L. Finlan & Son 
Cynthia Hartsig 
Donna Keough 
Mary Ellen King 
Charlene Krueger 
Charles Letts Jr. 
Jill Miller 
Roy R. Pilkington 
Robert Rienas 
Beverly Schaffer 
Richard L. Sharland 
Mary Thackston 
Carlyn Theodore 
Betty Wilson 
Mark Wira 
Karen Witmer 

If you know of anyone who 

would be willing to volunteer 

three hours of service at the Mu-

seum each month, please let us 

know.  

Please phone the Museum at 

734-455-8940 and leave a mes-

sage. We will return your phone 

call as soon as we are available.   

Thank you for your support, 

and thank you to our dedicated 

team of volunteers! 

Nostalgia Sale 

September 17–19 

9 AM–4 PM 
Come buy some treasures and 

support the Plymouth Historical 

Museum.  

The sale is at the Plymouth 

Historical Museum and will be 

held in the Sanford Burr Meeting 

Room on the lower level. 

Items for sale include dona-

tions and vintage collectibles no 

longer needed by the Museum.  

Entrance to the sale is through 

the external stairwell to the low-

er level. There will be signs 

posted.  

Admission to the Museum 

during the sale is still $5 for 

adults and $2 for children 6-17.  

We are accepting donations 

for the sale.  

Items should be considered 

vintage, collectible or nostalgic.  

Please, no garage sale quality 

items.  

If you want to donate, please 

come to the Museum between 1 

and 4 PM Wednesday, Friday, 

Saturday, or Sunday. Thank you! 

Up to $100 
C.M. Ahrens       
Michael Bida       
David Brogan       
Jennifer Brogan 
Thelma Brown 
Anita Cottrell 
Ed Dorrington 
Lois Dusbiber 
Annette Dypski 
Gordon Eddy 
J.M. Fiori 
Kathleen Fullerton 
Karen Gizzi 
Wes Graff 
Ellen Graham 
Nancy L. Jowsey 
Judy Mardigian 
Lorna Nitz 
Vince Randazzo 
Rehmann 
David Rucinski 
Leslie Ryder 
Karen Sisolak 
Catherine M. Smith 
Robert Southgate 
Gail Spencer 
Penelope Steele 
Peggy Stiner 
Aileen Stroebel 
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Saturday, Oct 24 

Coming this Fall 

The application to reserve a table is  
available on the Museum web site. 

Questions?  Contact Melody McCann,  
734-455-8940 X 0 

Crafters Needed! 
This is a juried craft show. 

 We have limited space.   
Please apply early.  $30 per table.   

Plymouth Historical 
Museum's  

Annual Craft Ba-

Saturday, Decem-
ber 5, 2015  

10 AM-4 PM at  

Friends of the Plymouth  

Historical Museum Meeting 

Tuesday, October 13, 2015  

7:30 PM 

 

Guest Speakers Jack Dempsey 

& Brian James Egen 

Michigan at Antietam:  

The Wolverine State’s Sacrifice 

on America’s Bloodiest Day 

  

Open to the public  

& Admission is free 

 
‘Michigan at Antietam: The Wolverine State's Sacrifice  

on America's Bloodiest Day’ 

H istorians Jack Dempsey 

and Brian James Egen will 

present their new co-

authored book,  Michigan at An-

tietam: The Wolverine State's Sac-

rifice on America's Bloodiest Day, 

at the Friends of the Plymouth 

Historical Museum meeting on 

Tuesday, October 13, at 7:30 PM.   

America's single bloodiest day 

was at the Battle of Antietam. 

Fought on September 17, 1862, 

the battle was a decisive engage-

ment in the American Civil War  

that halted the Confederate ad-

vance on Maryland.  

The battle took its name from 

Antietam Creek, which flows 

south from Gettysburg, Pennsylva-

nia, to the Potomac River in West 

Virginia.   

Michigan soldiers and civil-

ians played a prominent role dur-

ing the battle, and suffered ex-

traordinary losses; including one 

regiment losing half its strength at 

the epicenter of the battle.  

Jack is a lawyer and 

Michigan native. 

He co-founded and 

is the president of 

the Michigan Civil 

War Association, 

which is dedicated 

to erecting a Michigan monument 

at the Antietam National Battle-

field. Jack is also president of the 

Michigan Historical Commis-

sion, and board member of the 

Michigan History Foundation. 

Brian is executive 

producer at the 

Henry Ford and a 

Michigan native. 

He is a co-founder 

of the Michigan 

Civil War Association, chairman 

of the Michigan Civil War Ses-

quicentennial Committee and 

member of the Michigan Histori-

cal Commission.  

The talk  is open to the public 

and admission is free.  
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Plymouth Days Gone By 
Compiled by Gerry Sabatini from the newspaper archives at the Plymouth District Library 

 

100 Years Ago (August 1915)  

 

 

100 Years Ago (July 1915)  

 
50 Years Ago 

(August 1965)  

 
50 Years Ago (July 1965)  
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Plymouth,  

Once Upon a Time 

 

 

50 Years Ago 

(July 1965)  

50 Years Ago  

From the 1890s until the 1930s, passenger train service 

was a common occurrence in Plymouth, as shown in this 

photo, circa 1900s. The railroads were established in 

Plymouth in 1871. They aided the local economy by 

providing a distribution network for area farmers and 

manufactures, and offered convenient passenger service 

from Plymouth to other regions of the state. Image from 

the Plymouth Historical Museum archives.  

Marilynne Moss, a sopho-

more at Schoolcraft Commu-

nity College, was crowned 

Miss Plymouth of 1965 at 

the Miss Plymouth Pageant 

held at Plymouth High 

School. She was chosen from 

a field of 19 contestants.  

Moss won a $400 scholar-

ship and a dozen roses from 

Heide’s Greenhouse.   



Friends of the Plymouth Historical Museum  
155 S. Main Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
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Calendar of Events 
For a detailed list of events, visit the Museum website at 

www.plymouthhistory.org/events.html. 

 

September  

8—TUESDAY, Friends of the Plymouth Historical Museum, 

Monthly Meeting, 7:30 PM, “Farm Life/City Life,” with 

Larissa Fleishman and Ken Giorlando, free admission. 

17–19—Thurs, Fri, Sat, Nostalgia sale at the Plymouth His-

torical Museum, 9 AM–4 PM, Donations welcome. 

23—Wednesday, 10 AM–4 PM, Antique Appraisal Clinic. 

Appointments required. $10 oral appraisal per item. 

October 

4—Sunday, “A Teatime Tragedy at Downton Abbey,” Plym-

outh Historical Museum, 2-4  PM. SOLD OUT. 

13—TUESDAY, Friends of the Plymouth Historical Muse-

um, Monthly Meeting, 7:30 PM, Michigan at Antietam, 

with Jack Dempsey & Brian James Egen, free admission 

24—Saturday, Plymouth Ghosts Cemetery Walk at Riverside 

Cemetery. Walks begin at 4 PM, with small groups de-

parting every 15 minutes. Hamburgers and hot dogs 

available for purchase, 3:45 and 6 PM.  The walk lasts 60

-90 minutes. Tickets are $10 in advance; $15 at ceme-

tery, but tickets sold out in September last year so 

don’t wait! 

November 

1—Last day, “The Fair That Changed America.” 

 

Plymouth Historical Museum Presents 
a special exhibit devoted to the  
1893 Chicago World’s Fair.  

Exhibit on display until  
Sunday, November 1, 2015 


