
Museum memo 
July/August 2016                                                                  

Friends of the Plymouth Historical  
Museum elects New Board of Directors 

 

A t its annual meeting in May, the Friends of the 
Plymouth Historical Museum members elect-
ed several members to its Board of Directors.  

 
The newly elected Board of Directors for 2016-

2019 are Jeff Ashton, Bryan Cermak, Carol Souchock, 
and Kathy Sullivan; Aaron Frank was elected for the 
term 2016-2018.  

 
The remainder of the board includes: Jim Bur-

roughs (2015-2018), Sally Fedus (2015-2018), Marga-
ret Harris (2014-2017), Daniel Packer (2014-2017), 
Jim Vermeulen Jr. (2014-2017), and Pam Yockey 
(2015-2018). 
 

The Board of Directors elected its officers for the 
coming year at its meeting June 1: Sally Fedus, presi-
dent; Margaret Harris, vice president; Kathy Sullivan, 
secretary; Jim Burroughs, treasurer; and Pam Yockey, 
past president. 
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Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
http://www.plymouthhistory.org 
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory 
734-455-8940  Fax: 734-455-7797 
 

Hours 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1-4 PM all days 
Open year round (except some holidays) 
 

Board of Directors 
Sally Fedus President 
Margaret Harris Vice President 
Kathy Sullivan Secretary 
Jim Burroughs                                         Treasurer 
Pam Yockey Past President 
Jeff Ashton                                Director 
Bryan Cermak Director 
Aaron Frank   Director 
Dan Packer Director 
Carol Souchock Director 
Jim Vermeulen Jr. Director 
 

Staff 
Madelyne Beddoes Cashier/Scheduler 
Sherrie Brindley Marketing Director 
Janet Burns Office Manager 
Melody McCann Administrative Assistant 
Mike Hoggard Facility Manager 
Paula Holmes   Museum Store Manager  
Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens Executive Director 
Heidi Nielsen Archivist 
Barb Peterson Hospitality Chair 
Leslie Ryder Education Coordinator 
Mary Thackston Exhibits Coordinator 
 
Museum Memo Editor 
Gerry Sabatini  sabatini1983@att.net 
Proofreader—Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Museum Memo is printed six times a year. Friends of 
the Plymouth Historical Museum meetings are open to 
members, their guests, and the public and are held on the 
second TUESDAY of each month, September through 
May, at 7:30 PM, unless otherwise scheduled.  Please enter 
on the Church Street side of the building. 

Monthly Drawing  
Pam Piendel and Angelle Blaies are the winners 

of the July and August drawings for a $25 gift 
certificate.    

New Members—Welcome! 
 

Michael Blaies, Plymouth 

Cynthia Gontko, Farmington Hills 

Terese Tuohey, White Lake 

Kroger Plus Card  

Donations 

Thank you to those who have added the Plymouth His-
torical Society to their Kroger Plus Card. The Museum 
receives a small percentage from any purchases made by 
those who have an up-to-date registration on their cards.  

To participant in the program, visit 
www.krogercommunityrewards.com.  

Click on “Michigan” and click on “Enroll.”  
You must have a valid online account at Kroger.com 

to participate.  If you need help, give us a call at 734-455-
8940 ext. 9. We’ll be happy to help you get enrolled. .o 

 

 

Plymouth Historical Museum Wish List 
 
1 Roll Postage Stamps     $49 per  
Adopt a Mannequin    $150 
1/2 month heating bill                      $375 
1/2 month electric bill                      $475 
1 month employee's salary              $500 
To donate online, please visit the Museum website  

 

Mission Statement 
 
The Friends of the Plymouth Historical Museum, formally the 
Plymouth Historical Society, is a privately funded 
membership organization dedicated to preserving, teaching, 
and presenting history through the operation and support of 
the Plymouth Historical Museum. 
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Bits ‘N Pieces 
By Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens, executive director 

 
Members. Yockey, Burroughs and Fedus were running 
unchallenged. Moved by Odell, seconded by Vermeulen 
and unanimously approved for three year terms by mem-
bership acclamation vote. Congratulations!  
VIII. Yockey resumed the podium and spoke about our 
latest new exhibit commemorating the 1895 Chicago 
World’s Fair, announced plans to celebrate Margaret Dun-
ning’s 105th birthday on June 26, 6-8:00 pm at the Muse-
um and thanked all volunteers, staff, departments, groups, 
committees, etc. for all the wonderful work they’ve con-
tributed throughout the year. Yockey and Kerstens passed 
out free Museum admission passes to many extraordinary 
volunteers.  
IX.  Kerstens announced upcoming special events such as 
Downton Abbey Tea, Frozen Princess Tea, Where in 
Plymouth are Anna and Elsa, Scavenger Hunt, Cemetery 
Walk, etc. Lots of exciting events coming up!  
X. Yockey reminded membership that the 2014 Approved 
Minutes and these 2015 Unapproved Minutes will be 
available for their review in the Museum Office during 
business hours. 
XI. Yockey introduced all Board Members. 
XI. Adjournment: 8:13 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Sally Fedus for Secretary Mar-
garet Harris 
 
Editor’s note; May 12, 2015 meeting minutes resubmitted 
for final approval. 

     (Unapproved) 
Plymouth Historical Society Annual Membership 

Meeting 
Plymouth Historical Museum, Plymouth, Michigan,  

May 12, 2015 
 
I. Called to order: 7:40 pm by Pres. Yockey following a 
delicious pot-luck dinner. 
II. Attendance:  quorum 
III. Pledge of Allegiance 
IV. Yockey read minutes of 5-8-14 Annual Meeting. 
Moved, seconded, approved by unanimous voice vote of 
membership. 
V. Treasurer's Annual Report: Burroughs briefed the 
Membership on the finances of the Society. We ended this 
year in the black. The Annual Dinner Fundraiser was suc-
cessful. The freight elevator repairs are complete and fully 
paid for, thanks to the generosity of the membership. De-
tailed reports are available upon request. Moved, second-
ed, approved by unanimous voice vote of membership 
VI. Yockey announced several projects/programs that 
have been completed or are being planned and referred 
membership to our website for details. She extended our 
profuse gratitude to all volunteers/department heads /
groups/committees, etc. who have helped make this an-
other successful year. 
VII. Board Trustee Election: Since Yockey was running 
for reelection she asked former president, Bee Friedland-
er, to take the podium to conduct the election of Board 

A t the July meeting of the Friends of the Plymouth 
Historical Museum Board of Directors, the Board 
voted to eliminate most of the monthly member-

ship meetings because of low attendance by members. 
Therefore, there will not be another membership meeting 
until Tuesday, April 11, 2017. That meeting is when 
Board candidates are announced. We will also continue to 
have our annual membership meeting in May, when we 
hold elections and a pot-luck dinner. That meeting will be 
Tuesday, May 9, 2017. 

We will now concentrate on providing more members
-only events, such as the wildly popular “Wine & Appe-
tizer” reception we had in June to preview our current ex-
hibit, “First Ladies—Fashion Setters.” We had about 150 
members and guests in attendance, the most ever for an 
exhibit preview! So look for your invitation in the mail for 
occasional upcoming events. Our next members-only 
event will be the preview for the Christmas exhibit, which 
will be held on Wednesday, November 16. Put the date on 
your calendar! 

The annual Plymouth Ghosts Cemetery Walk was a 

surprising sell-out in early July this year! While that’s 
wonderful news to us and confirmation of the job we’re 
doing, it took many members by surprise when they found 
out tickets were no longer available. Therefore, we have 
added a second, simultaneous walk with 8 more fabulous 
actors. We are offering that walk to our members first 
before we advertise it on Facebook in mid-August. It will 
likely sell out rapidly again once it’s advertised there, so 
please purchase your tickets NOW. The web page to pur-
chase tickets is at http://www.plymouthhistory.org/events/
Plymouth-Ghosts-Cemetery-Walk-at-Riverside-
Cemetery_ET45.html?SortBox=201610. Or, you can 
come in to the Museum to purchase when we’re open, or 
call 734-455-8940 x0 to order tickets and pay by credit 
card. 

We had an anonymous donor donate the money need-
ed to purchase a new network server for the Museum. 
Now we’re hoping that some generous donors can come 
forward and donate money to pay our IT professional for 
the service time needed to install the server. This installa-
tion could cost about $1,500. Thank you! 
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Donations Received  

June–July 2016 

Thank You! 

The following generous donations 
were received between June and 
July 2016:  
 
The Dunning ($2,500 +) 

Plymouth Lions Club Foundation 
 
The Lincoln ($1,000–$2,499) 

Avis Ford 
 

The Penniman ($250–$499) 

Mary Fritz 
24th Michigan Volunteer Infantry 
 
The Kellogg ($100–$249) 

Joan Anderson 
Maureen Daniels 
Wally & Marlene Donoghue 
Albina Miller 
Mary Pauline 
 

Up to $100 

Shirley Jallad 
Roberta Lareau 
Barbara Peterson 
Merrilee Zawadzki 

 
100 Years Ago - August 1916 

 

Saturday, Oct 29 

Coming this Fall 

Thank you  
for supporting 
 the Plymouth  

Historical Museum 
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50 Years Ago -  
August 1966 

Jean Dixon 1904–1997  
Mrs. Dixon was one of the best
-known American self-
proclaimed psychics and as-
trologers of the 20th century.  
In 1966, she predicted auto-
mobiles would eventually have 
automated guidance systems. 

 

50 Years Ago -  
August 1966 

Sponsored by the Plymouth 

Chamber of Commerce 
 

Please join us and bring your 
friends for this FREE family-
friendly event sponsored by the 
Plymouth Chamber of Commerce! 

The Plymouth Historical Mu-
seum is hosting a free Community 
Open House, 6-8 pm at the Plym-
outh Historical Museum. 

Come and see the current ex-
hibit “First Ladies—Fashion Set-
ters,” featuring more  than a dozen 
dresses of the first ladies through-
out history. 

The Plymouth Living History 
Troupe will be in attendance por-

traying some of the presidents and 
first ladies. 

We host a patriotic exhibit 
every four years in the months 
leading up to the presidential elec-
tion to highlight the history of the 
United States and the presidency. 
This exhibit is an exciting celebra-
tion of our country’s history. 

The dresses are fabulous! 
They are more historically accu-
rate than anything we’ve had be-
fore. Each dress in this exhibit has 
been carefully researched by Mu-
seum volunteer and Past President 
Pam Yockey, who is also a cos-
tume historian and seamstress. 
Yockey handmade twelve of the 

dresses based on details gleaned from 
a lifetime of research. 

Other memorabilia highlighting 
elections, the presidents and the first 
ladies are Children will especially 
enjoy the “White House Pets” dis-
play. 

Admission to this Community 
Open House is free. All ages are wel-
come! 

The First Ladies—Fashion Setters 
exhibit runs through November 6, 
2016. 

For more information about the 
museum visit 
www.plymouthhistory.org, call 734-
455-8940 ext. 0, or visit the museum 
at 155 S. Main Street, Plymouth. 

Community Open House September 14 
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Plymouth Days Gone By 
Compiled by Gerry Sabatini from the newspaper archives at the Plymouth District Library 

 

 

  

 

 

50 Years Ago -  
July 1966  

 

100 Years Ago -  
July 1916  
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50 Years Ago - August 1966 
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Calendar of Events 
For a detailed list of events, visit the Museum website at 

www.plymouthhistory.org/events.html. 
 
Special Museum Exhibit, “First Ladies—Fashion Setters,” 

Exhibit on display until November 6, 2016.   
 
September 
14—Wednesday, Community Open House, free admission, 

Plymouth Living History Troupe players portray presi-
dents and first ladies, 6-8 pm. 

 
October 
2—Sunday, “Ghosts of the White House” Tea, hear tales of 

ghosts from White House residents as portrayed by 
members of the Plymouth Living History Troupe. Tick-
ets are $25 for members; $30 for non-members, Plym-
outh Historical Museum, 2-4  pm.  

29—Saturday, Plymouth Ghosts Cemetery Walk at Riverside 
Cemetery. Walks begin at 4 pm, with small groups de-
parting every 15 minutes. The walk lasts 60-90 minutes. 
Tickets are $12 per person; $10 per person for groups of 
8 or more.  

November 
13—Sunday, Wilcox House Tour. Visit the infamous 

Markham/Wilcox House adjacent to Kellogg Park and 
hear from former residents about the house and the peo-
ple who lived there. Tickets are $10 for members/$15 for 
non-members. Will sell out fast. 

 


