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Haunted Main Street in October 

S omber. Spooky. Creepy. How will you de-
scribe the Plymouth Historical Museum’s 
Haunted Main Street exhibit in October?  

The Museum will close for a week, September 
25-30, in order to decorate the “Celebrating Plym-
outh—150 Years” exhibit for Halloween. When the 
Museum reopens on Sunday, October 1, our Main 
Street will take on a darker, more sinister appear-
ance. You never know who will be lurking in the 
stores and Victorian rooms.  

Speaking of Victorian rooms, there will be a 
Victorian wake in the parlor, in keeping with the 
traditions of the times. The rooms will be appropri-
ately draped in funeral black. Please come pay your 
respects to the recently departed. 

The Haunted Main Street exhibit will kick off 
with the Member Preview Reception on Friday, 
September 29, 6-8 pm. We will have a reenactment 
of a Victorian Wake during the evening. Members 
receive two complimentary tickets. If you would 
like to invite additional friends and family, you can 
purchase tickets for $25 at 
www.plymouthhistory.org. We ask that you re-
serve your tickets by September 22 because this is 
a food event and we need to be able to plan how 
many we will feed.  

Join us for a spooky good time! 

Weddings Through the Years Exhibit, January 2018 

T he Exhibits Crew of the Plymouth Historical 
Museum is asking members to consider loan-
ing items to the Museum for use in our up-

coming Wedding exhibit in January 2018. Here’s 
what they’re looking for: 

 Photos of weddings and wedding venues 

 Preserved wedding bouquets 

 Dresses from the 1920s or earlier 

 Wedding suits from the 1920s or earlier 

 Undergarments from the 1920s or earlier 

 Cake toppers 

 Wedding quilts 

 Wedding invitations 

 Matches 

 Wedding photo albums 

 Wedding memories of Plymouth residents 
Please contact Mary Thackston, exhibits coordi-

nator, if you have items for loan for the exhibit. Call 
734-455-8940 x 7 or email exhib-
its@plymouthhistory. org. 
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Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
http://www.plymouthhistory.org 
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory 
734-455-8940  Fax: 734-455-7797 
 

Hours 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1-4 PM all days 
Open year round (except some holidays) 
 

Board of Directors 
Margaret Harris President 
Carol Souchock Vice President 
Kathy Sullivan Secretary 
Jim Burroughs                                         Treasurer 
Pam Yockey Past President 
Jeff Ashton                                Director 
Ernie Hughes Director 
Dave Latawiec Director 
Dan Packer Director 
Tim Tingstad Director 
Jim Vermeulen Jr. Director 
 
 
 

Staff 
Yvette Babish Volunteer Coordinator 
Madelyne Beddoes Cashier/Scheduler 
Sherrie Brindley Marketing Director 
Janet Burns Office Manager 
Melody McCann Administrative Assistant 
Mike Hoggard Facility Manager 
Paula Holmes   Museum Store Manager  
Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens Executive Director 
Heidi Nielsen Archivist 
Barb Peterson Hospitality Chair 
Leslie Ryder Education Coordinator 
Mary Thackston Exhibits Coordinator 
 
Museum Memo Editor 
Gerry Sabatini  sabatini1983@att.net 
Proofreader—Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Museum Memo is printed six times a year.  

Monthly Drawing  
Mike Woloszyk and Daniela Mayer are the 

winners of the July and August drawings for a $25 
gift certificate.  

New Members—Welcome! 
Steve Crooker - Plymouth, MI 

Maureen Skelley - Plymouth, MI 
Amy Toenes  - Canton, MI 

Mary Wolfe  -  Plymouth, MI 

The Plymouth Historical Museum a privately funded 501

(c)3 charitable organization. We receive no government 

funding. We always have a "wish list" of things that help 

us as we work to preserve and share the history of 

Plymouth.  

Here are some of our common purchases to provide 

inspiration. 

•    Roll of 100 first-class postage stamps $49 

•    Box of copy paper $27 

•    IT/Network support $250 

•    ½ month heating bill $375  

•    ½ month electric bill $475 

•    1 month employee salary $500  

To donate, make your check payable to: 

Plymouth Historical Museum 

155 S. Main Street 

Plymouth, MI 48170  

Kroger Plus Card  

Donations 

 

Thank you to those who have added the Plymouth His-
torical Society to their Kroger Plus Card. The Museum 
receives a small percentage from any purchases made by 
those who have an up-to-date registration on their cards.  

To participant in the program, visit 
www.krogercommunityrewards.com.  

Click on “Michigan” and click on “Enroll.”  
You must have a valid online account at Kroger.com 

to participate.  If you need help, give us a call at 734-455-
8940 ext. 9. We’ll be happy to help you get enrolled. .o 

Attention all newly retired 

teachers! Are you sorry to see 

school start without you? 

Come join our volunteer 

teaching staff (as your schedule 

permits) for school field trips.  

Call Leslie Ryder, educa-

tion coordinator, to discuss this 

fun opportunity! 734-455-

8940 x2, 
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Volunteer Spotlight 
By Yvette Babish, volunteer coordinator 

Bill Cottrell 

B ill Cottrell is a very valued volunteer who has 
led a life of service. He was born in Detroit, 
raised in Redford, and attended Redford Un-

ion High School. As a high school student he played 
the trombone in the school orchestra. As a young 
man, Bill volunteered in the Army and served with 
honor as a Specialist-4 from February 1964 to Sep-
tember 1967;  stationed in Germany 1965–66.  

In June 1970, Bill graduated from Wayne State 
University, receiving a Bachor of Science in Geolo-
gy. While in college, he continued to play his trom-
bone in the David Mattern Memorial Orchestra.  

Bill educated children as an earth science teacher 
at Redford Union High School, 1970–75. For many 
years, he was a pharmaceutical representative, even-
tually retiring from Astra Zeneca. 

Bill has been volunteer at the Plymouth Histori-
cal Museum for eight years. He is one of our experts 
on Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War. As a volun-
teer, Bill has produced two monographs, Lincoln & 
The Politics of Slavery and Lincoln and the Declara-
tion of Independence. These two monographs can be 
purchased in the Museum Store, with all proceeds 
donated to the Musuem.   

The Plymouth Historical Musuem is very thank-

ful to Bill Cottrell for his service and dedication to 

our Museum. 

Bill Cottrell in the Lincoln Room. 

If you’d like to volunteer at the Plymouth Histor-

ical Museum, please call Yvette Babish at 734-455-

8940 x4, or email volunteer@plymouthhistory.org. 
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Donations Received  

June – July 2017 

Thank You! 

The following generous 
donations were received 
between June and July 2017:  
 
The Dunning 

($2,500 +) 

Plymouth Lions Club 
 

The Lincoln 

($1,000–$2,499) 

Fox Hills Golf & Banquet 
Center 

 

The Penniman  

($250–$499) 

Colonial Veterinary Clinic 
Madden & Schrieber 

Families  
 

The Kellogg ($100–$249) 

Stephanie Goecke 
John Kronenberger & Rand 

Parker 
Susan Seelye 
 
Under $100 

Clark Chapin 
Karen Gizzi 
Dave McDonald 
Harold McLendon 
Laura Prescott 

 
50 Years Ago - July 1967 

 
 
 
In loving memory of 
Dan Schrieber, a 
donation of $250 was 
made by Thomas & 
Karen Schrieber and 
Jeffrey & Janet Madden. 
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50 Years Ago -  
July 1967 

July 1967.  Former Plymouth Mayor James Houk, and 
Frank Chapman, Lord Mayor of Plymouth, England. 
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Plymouth Days Gone By 
Compiled by Gerry Sabatini from the newspaper archives at the Plymouth District Library 

 

 

  

50 Years Ago - July 1967 

Penniman-Allen Theater 
opened in 1918. 
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50 Years Ago - July 1967 
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Calendar of Events 
For a detailed list of events, visit the Museum website 

at www.plymouthhistory.org/events.html. 
 
Special Museum Exhibit, “Celebrating Plymouth — 

150 Years!”   
  
September 
13—Wednesday, Family Night, 6-8 pm, Plymouth His-

torical Museum, Sponsor: C.L. Finlan Insurance. 
23—Saturday, Smithsonian Museum Day Live! Tickets 

available at  http://www.smithsonianmag.com/
museumday/museum-day-live-2017/ 

25—Exhibit closed for updates for Haunted Main 
Street. 

29—Members Only Reception: Victorian Wake, 6-8 
pm. 

 
October 
1—Haunted Main Street exhibit opens. 
30—Exhibit closed for updates for Christmas in Plym-

outh. 
 
November 
7—Members Only Reception, 6-8 pm. 

 


