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T he dedicated team of helpers 
who volunteer at the Plym-
outh Historical Museum 

where honored at the museum’s Vol-
unteer Appreciation Luncheon, 
Wednesday, April 27, 2016. 

 The Museum has more than 150 
active volunteers who keep the histo-
ry of Plymouth alive for future gen-
erations. They serve in various ca-
pacities such as painters, cashiers,  
researchers, grant writers, and tour 
guides.  

“Volunteers are an integral part 
of what we do here,” said Liz Ker-
stens, the museum’s executive direc-
tor. “As a non-profit organization 
with a busy calendar of events and a 
large facility to maintain, there’s no 
way we could run the number of pro-
grams we offer without them. And 
we’re always looking for more folks 
to help.”  

Volunteers come from a wide 
variety of backgrounds, bringing 
skills from previous careers or simp-
ly have a love of the Plymouth com-
munity. According to the Museum’s 
Volunteer Coordinator Janet Burns, 
more than 8,000 hours of service are 
logged each year.  

“We have several volunteers 
who have been at the museum for 20, 
30, even 40 years,” Burns said. “I 
think that says something about the 

experience of volunteering here.”  
During the luncheon, volunteers 

introduced themselves and men-
tioned how long they have been vol-
unteering.  

Linda Caudill said she started 
volunteering about a year after her 
husband died.  

“My friend, Madelyne Beddoes, 
who works the front desk, invited 
me to come,” Caudill said. “She told 
me that it was time to get back out 
into the world. I started as a cashier 
in the museum store and I’ve been 
here ever since.”  

Another volunteer, Judy 
Sameck, who has been a guide for 
the past three years, says she does it 
because “this museum is the best 
thing since sliced bread.”  

Roy Pilkington, who donates his 
time on the maintenance crew, said 
he’s been a volunteer for 14 years.  

“It’s important work,” Pilking-
ton said. “Even if a lot of what we 
do isn’t visible to the public, it’s still 
important work.”  

To find out more about making 
a difference in your community as a 
Plymouth Historical Museum volun-
teer, contact Janet Burns, volunteer 
coordinator at bookkeeper 
@plymouthhistory.org or call 734-
455-8940 ext. 4. 

 

Museum volunteers Jan & Ken 
Dersey, part of the exhibits crew, 
attended the luncheon.  

 

Museum volunteers Lois Duisbib-
er & Virginia Schubatis attended 
the luncheon. Lois and Virginia 
work in the archive. 

‘Plymouth Historical Museum  

Honors Volunteers  

at Appreciation Luncheon’ 

 
Support the Plymouth Historical Museum 

The Friends of the Plymouth 
Historical Museum (a.k.a. Plymouth 
Historical Society) is privately fund-
ed and receives no government sup-
port for its mission of providing his-
torical education and maintaining 

the Plymouth Historical Museum. 
 The Museum has eight part-

time staff members to run a 26,000 
square foot building. Utilities ex-
penses are $30,000 per year.   

Donations are sent directly to 

the Plymouth Historical Society, a 
501(c)3 charitable organization, and 
all donations are tax deductible. If 
your donation is more than $100, 
you will be acknowledged on our 
donor wall in the stairwell leading to 
the lower level.  
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Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
http://www.plymouthhistory.org 
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory 
734-455-8940  Fax: 734-455-7797 
 

Hours 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1-4 PM all days 
Open year round (except some holidays) 
 

Board of Directors 
Sally Fedus President 
Margaret Harris Vice President 
Kathy Sullivan Secretary 
Jim Burroughs                                         Treasurer 
Pam Yockey Past President 
Jeff Ashton                                Director 
Bryan Cermak Director 
Aaron Frank   Director 
Dan Packer Director 
Carol Souchock Director 
Jim Vermeulen Jr. Director 
 

Staff 
Madelyne Beddoes Cashier/Scheduler 
Janet Burns Office Manager 
Melody McCann Administrative Assistant 
Mike Hoggard Facility Manager 
Paula Holmes   Museum Store Manager  
Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens Executive Director 
Heidi Nielsen Archivist 
Barb Peterson Hospitality Chair 
Leslie Ryder Education Coordinator 
Mary Thackston Exhibits Coordinator 
 
 

Museum Memo Editor 
Gerry Sabatini  sabatini1983@att.net 
Proofreader—Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Museum Memo is printed six times a year. Friends of 
the Plymouth Historical Museum meetings are open to 
members, their guests, and the public and are held on the 
second TUESDAY of each month, September through 
May, at 7:30 PM, unless otherwise scheduled.  Please enter 
on the Church Street side of the building. 

Monthly Drawing  
Mike Janz an Margaret Stepp are the winners of 

the May and June drawings for a $25 gift certificate.    

New Members—Welcome! 
 

Heather Balog, Plymouth 
Florence Chance, Plymouth 

Chad Downs,  Plymouth  
Janiece Hamlin, Livonia 

Mike Janz, Plymouth 
Mike Skinner, St. Clair Shores  

Mike Werner, Canton 

Kroger Plus Card  

Donations 

Thank you to those who have added the Plymouth His-
torical Society to their Kroger Plus Card. The Museum 
receives a small percentage from any purchases made by 
those who have an up-to-date registration on their cards.  

To participant in the program, visit 
www.krogercommunityrewards.com.  

Click on “Michigan” and click on “Enroll.”  
You must have a valid online account at Kroger.com 

to participate.  If you need help, give us a call at 734-455-
8940 ext. 9. We’ll be happy to help you get enrolled. .o 

 

 

Plymouth Historical Museum Wish List 
 
1 Roll Postage Stamps     $49 per  
Adopt a Mannequin    $150 
1/2 month heating bill                      $375 
1/2 month electric bill                      $475 
1 month employee's salary              $500 
To donate online, please visit the Museum website  

 

     The Plymouth Historical Museum is one of the partici-

pating museums in Blue Star Museums; a collaboration 

among the National Endowment for the Arts, Blue Star 

Families, and the Department of Defense.  More than 2,000 

Blue Star Museums across America offer free admission to 

the nation’s active duty military personnel, including the 

National Guard and Reserve and their families, from Me-

morial Day through Labor Day 2016.  
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Bits ‘N Pieces 
By Sherrie Brindley, marketing director 

collections are students/school children. The next 
largest group is senior citizens.  In addition to visiting 
the museum, senior citizens also make up the majori-
ty of our 150 active volunteers who help operate the 
museum.  
     We hope you found this information as interesting 

as we did and that you’ll be visiting the Museum 

yourself soon. And when you come…please invite 

friends along!  

     This spring, museum staff and volunteers have 
been busy applying for grants to upgrade the storage 
system where we house our larger collection items 
like furniture. In the process of completing these ap-
plications, we’ve found some interesting statistical 
data that we’re pleased to share with you.  
     First, we were happy to discover that we open our 
doors to approximately 4,000 visitors each year. Not 
too shabby for a facility that is open 12 hours per 
week!  
     While most visitors to the Plymouth Historical 
Museum primarily come from Plymouth, Canton, 
Northville, Livonia, Redford, and Ann Arbor, we 
proudly greet visitors from across the state, across 
the country, and around the world every year.  
     If you were to peruse our guest book of visitors 
over just the past few months, you’d see we’ve had 
international travelers from Ecuador, New Zealand, 
and Ontario. Nearer to home we saw folks come in 
from as close as Ohio and as far away as California 
and several states in between. 
     The largest number of museum patrons is chil-
dren. Approximately 25 percent of those touring the 

 

 
School groups visit the Museum  

and we teach them subjects,  
including Lincoln, the Civil War,  
the Victorian period, old toys,  

Underground Railroad, communi-
ties,  

Jump into the Pool ! 
We are looking for people to join our pool of educational presenters.  

We have all of the materials;  
our Education Coordinator,  

Leslie Ryder, will help you organize 
the presentation.  

Please join our pool !  
Contact Leslie at the Museum at 734-455-8940 x 2,  

or by email at education@plymouthhistory.org. 

Volunteers Make  

a Difference 

Have you ever wondered who visits the  

Plymouth Historical Museum? 
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Donations Received  

April–May 2016 

Thank You! 

The following generous donations 
were received between April and 
May 2016:  
 
The Dunning ($2,500 +) 

David M. Thoms 
 

The Starkweather  

($500–$999) 

Dolores Guenther 
 

The Kellogg ($100–$249) 

Bob & Margi Bake 
Bahiya Fawaz 
 

Up to $100 

Michael Bida 
Carol Bimberg 

William M. Fishbeck 
Gary Krueger 
Deborah Maloni 
Virginia K. Schubatis 
Carol Wall 
Jennifer Worth 
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50 Years Ago—May 1966  50 Years Ago—June 1966 

If you know of anyone 

who would be willing to 

volunteer three hours of 

service at the Museum 

each month, please let us 

know.  

Please phone the Mu-

seum at 734-455-8940 

and leave a message. We 

will return your phone call 

as soon as we are availa-

ble.   

Thank you for your 

support, and thank you to 

our dedicated team of vol-

unteers! 

 

 
SCHEDULE A NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM PARTY  

The party is $250  
for 3-4 hours of fun!  

Accommodates  
up to 10 kids.  

Includes watching  
"Night at the Museum" 
movie, pizza or subs & 

drinks, and meeting the 
Museum characters.  

For more 
information 
contact the 

Museum  
or visit the  

Museum 
website.  
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Plymouth Days Gone By 
Compiled by Gerry Sabatini from the newspaper archives at the Plymouth District Library 

 

 

  

 
 

50 Years Ago—May 1966  

100 Years Ago—May 1916  
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50 Years Ago—June 1966 

50 Years Ago—May 1966 



Friends of the Plymouth Historical Museum  
155 S. Main Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
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Calendar of Events 
For a detailed list of events, visit the Museum website at 

www.plymouthhistory.org/events.html. 
 
Special Museum Exhibit, “First Ladies—Fashion Setters,” 

on display from June 29 until November 6, 2016.   
 
June  
28—Reception for “First Ladies—Fashion Setters,” 6:30–

8:30 pm; see ad this newsletter for info. 
29—Wednesday, New Museum exhibit opens.  “First La-

dies—Fashion Setters.” 
July  
17—Sunday, Frozen Princess Social, Plymouth Historical 

Museum, 2-4  pm. SOLD OUT 
24—Plymouth Discoveries Walk, with Jim Salamay, 1 pm; 

tickets are $10 per person. 
September 
13—TUESDAY, Friends of the Plymouth Historical Muse-

um, Monthly Meeting, 7:30 pm, Public invited. 
18—Markham/Wilcox House Tour, starts at 1 pm; tickets are 

$10 per person. 
October 
11—TUESDAY, Friends of the Plymouth Historical Muse-

um, Monthly Meeting, 7:30 pm, Public invited. 
29—Plymouth Ghosts Cemetery Walk, Riverside Cemetery, 

starts at 4 pm. Tickets are $12 per person (for groups of 8 
or more, $10 per person). Don’t wait too long to buy 
tickets! This walk usually sells out well in advance. 

 


