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‘Farmington Junction: A Trolley History’ 

 

Featured guest speaker, Brian 

Golden, is president of the Farm-

ington Historical Society and the 

Oakland County Historical Society.  

Brian has facilitated an Oakland 

County Historical Society Round 

Table and assists with fund raising 

for local historical groups. He is an 

accomplished percussionist and 

has  performed with numerous or-

chestras in southeast Michigan.  

Brian and his wife, Joni, live in 

downtown Farmington.  

B rian Golden will be the fea-

tured guest speaker at the 

Friends of the Plymouth His-

torical Museum meeting on Tuesday, 

January 12, 2016, at 7:30 PM.  

The title of his presentation is, 

“Farmington Junction: A Trolley His-

tory.” 

An interurban electric railroad, 

known as the Detroit United Railroad 

or the D.U.R., began service in 1901. 

The main junction was at Grand 

River and Orchard Lake Road in 

Farmington.  

The D.U.R. passengers could 

transfer to the Orchard Lake route, 

north to Pontiac, or continue south 

through Farmington to the North-

ville train station. 

During its thirty years of opera-

tion, the D.U.R. was profitable for 

both its owners and the Farmington 

region. Each car required a motor 

man and a brakeman, and the 

D.U.R. employed several Farming-

ton men to help operate and main-

tain the rail tracks and passenger 

cars.  

Eventually the D.U.R. fell vic-

tim to the Depression, and was re-

placed by the Detroit Department of 

Street Railways.  

Brian is the author of  5 local 

history books, and conducts histori-

cal tours in Farmington. He is also a 

member of the Plymouth Living 

History Troupe. 

The talk is open to the public 

and admission is free.  

 

Friends of the Plymouth  

Historical Museum  

Meeting 

Tuesday,  

January 12, 2016, 7:30 PM 

 

Guest Speaker, Brian Golden 

Farmington Junction:  

A Trolley History 

  

Open to the public  

& admission is free 

Detroit United Railroad Depot, 

Farmington, MI  

 
Save the Date! 



2 MUSEUM MEMO 

Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
http://www.plymouthhistory.org 
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory 
734-455-8940  Fax: 734-455-7797 
 

Hours 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1-4 PM all days 
Open year round (except some holidays) 
 

Board of Directors 
Mike Pappas President 
Sally Fedus Vice President 
Margaret Harris Secretary 
Jim Burroughs                                         Treasurer 
Pam Yockey Past President 
Jeff Ashton                                Director 
Aaron Frank   Director 
Wes Graff Director 
Dan Packer Director 
Jim Vermeulen Jr. Director 
 

Staff 
Madelyne Beddoes Cashier/Scheduler 
Janet Burns Office Manager 
Melody McCann Administrative Assistant 
Mike Hoggard Facility Manager 
Paula Holmes   Museum Store Manager  
Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens Executive Director 
Heidi Nielsen Archivist 
Barb Peterson Hospitality Chair 
Leslie Ryder Education Coordinator 
Mary Thackston Exhibits Coordinator 
 
 

Museum Memo Editor 
Gerry Sabatini  sabatini1983@att.net 
Proofreader—Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Museum Memo is printed six times a year. Friends of 
the Plymouth Historical Museum meetings are open to 
members, their guests, and the public and are held on the 
second TUESDAY of each month, September through 
May, at 7:30 PM, unless otherwise scheduled.  Please enter 
on the Church Street side of the building. 

Monthly Drawing  
Paula Holmes and Barbara Louie are the 

winners of the November and December 

drawings for a $25 gift certificate.    

New Member—Welcome! 
 

Tim Tingstad, Plymouth 

Plymouth Historical Museum Wish List 
 

1 Roll Postage Stamps     $49 per  

Adopt a Mannequin    $150 

1/2 month heating bill                      $375 

1/2 month electric bill                      $475 

1 month employee's salary              $500 

To donate online, please visit the Museum website at 

http://www.plymouthhistory.org/support-us/donate.html 

 

Tea Party Needs 
Demitasse spoons 

Salad or dessert forks 

3-inch diameter shallow bowls for fruit or sauce 

Luncheon plates (about 7-inch diameter) 

Tiered serving plates 

Round, colored table clothes 
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Bits ‘N Pieces 
By Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens, executive director 

D uring the Christmas season, Santa’s helpers show up in 

many shapes, sizes and dispositions anywhere there is a 

shopping opportunity.  

     This is the sixth year Mike Gillett has been our Santa Claus.  

Mike was the administrative assistant at the Plymouth 

Historical Museum  for about  18 months, so some of you may 

recognize his face. He’s popular with children because, as he 

says, “I offer no physical, intellectual or emotional threat.” 

     Mike loves to tell stories about some of his encounters as 

Santa. I’ll share a couple here. 

     There was this wee lass at the Museum today. Three. Soft-

spoken, shy. Very bright and polite. And wouldn't come 

anywhere close enough to get her picture taken with Santa. The 

family was there over an hour and kept coming back and 

attempting some sort of photograph. I tried all my tricks.    

Finally it was time to leave, the Museum was closing, and they 

asked her, "Honey, can you say goodbye?" She said, "Goodbye 

Santa. Merry Christmas." "Honey, can you give Santa a hug (I 

was kneeling to be on her level). Without hesitation, she left her 

family and came and gave me a big hug. Everyone was 

surprised so noone had their camera at the ready. Fortunately, 

when they asked her to give Santa another hug, she came back, 

obliged and the family got their shot! 

 

     I think the parents and grandparents take more pictures of 

the little ones interacting with me as Santa than the "seated on 

Santa's lap" standard photos. I always lean forward to be on 

their level, yet giving them their comfort space. And always they 

have my full attention. And the feeling I've got nowhere else to 

be and plenty of time. 

     One little girl, speaking for her smaller, shyer brother next to 

her, told me he wanted "Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles." "Ah," I 

replied, "Teenage Ninja Power Rangers... big seller this year." 

She giggles and corrects me. 

     “Oh, yes, the Ninja Turtles. That would be Michelangelo 

(she nods), Leonardo (she nods)... Don...er, Don... Donder and 

Blitzen (she giggles). And Dopey and Sneezy!" "No no no!" she 

interrupts, giggling. "Those are your reindeer and some of the 

Seven Dwarfs. You mean Donatello and Raphael." 

     So I repeat after her, the four turtles. "Are you sure Donder 

isn't one of them?" "Nope." "Well, Donder will be disappointed. 

Thanks for being patient. I'm old and I've been working very 

hard trying to keep all these things straight. Forgive me?" 

Giggles. "Yes, Santa."  
 

     I overheard the gal at the Museum entrance say something to 

a young family who had just come in about wanting a "Build-a-

Bear" for Christmas. So when the two children, a young girl, 

maybe 7 with her 10 year old brother, came to me, I said, "Well! 

Which one of you wants a ‘Build-a"Bear’?" The little girl 

nodded.  

     "Do you know that the Elves love ‘Build-a-Bears’?"  

     "No. They do!?" 

     "Yes. Yes, they do. And do you know why they do?"  

     "No. Why?" 

     "Because they don't have to make them! You do it for them! 

So when you make a ‘Build-a-Bear,’ you are really doing the 

work of an Elf. And I would like to thank you for that!" 

     "You're welcome."  

 

     Thank you Mike...er… Santa, for bringing joy to our visitors 

during the holiday season! 

Our Santa Claus 
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Donations Received  

October 1 – November, 15, 2015 

Thank You! 

The Starkweather ($500–$999) 

Delores Guenther 

Mary Ellen King 
 

The Penniman ($250–$499) 

Lois Dusbiber 

 
The Kellogg ($100–$249) 

Jim Burroughs 

Chris & Tom Kolakowski 

Karen Witmer 
 

Up to $100 

Michael Bida 

Sally Fedus 

Dan Packer 

Mike Pappas 

Patricia Soter 

 

 

Museum Closed 

Christmas Day  

December 25  

&  

New Year’s DaY  

January 1 

 

Support the Plymouth Historical Museum 
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50 Years Ago -  

December 1965  

Guest Speaker Dan Packer 

“Lincoln’s Legacy  

into the 21st Century” 

Friends of the  

Plymouth  

Historical Museum  

Meeting 

Tuesday,  

February 9, 2016,  

7:30 PM 

W 
ith each passing generation, 

Abraham Lincoln’s legacy has 

evolved through time unlike any 

other American president.  

Lincoln’s personal life and political 

career have been documented and ana-

lyzed by thousands of historians and au-

thors.   

Guest speaker, Dan Packer, will use 

a Power Point presentation to guide us 

through a journey of Lincoln’s life and 

his diverse legacies, and examine how 

the 16th President of the United States is 

viewed today. 

Dan is a long-time member of the 

Friends of the Plymouth Historical Mu-

seum and a member of the board. 

The talk is open to the public and 

admission is free.  
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Plymouth Days Gone By 
Compiled by Gerry Sabatini from the newspaper archives at the Plymouth District Library 

 

 

 

100 Years Ago - December 1915  

 

 

100 Years Ago - November 1915  

50 Years Ago -  

November 1965  

 

50 Years Ago - December 1965  
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50 Years Ago -  

December 1965 

 

A photo of the Burroughs plant,  

circa 1950s. The plant opened in 

1938. Originally known as the 

Burroughs Adding Machine Co., 

it was renamed Burroughs Corp., 

in 1953. During the 1960s, it was 

the largest Burroughs plant in the 

U.S., and employed over 5,000 

people, producing a variety of 

electronic machines. In 1986, 

Burroughs merged with Sperry 

Corp., to form Unisys. In 2010, 

Unisys sold off its Payment Sys-

tems Division to Marlin Equity 

Partners, and was incorporated 

as Burroughs Payment Systems.   

Plymouth,  

Once Upon a Time 

50 Years Ago -  

November 1965 
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Calendar of Events 
For a detailed list of events, visit the Museum website at 

www.plymouthhistory.org/events.html. 

November 

27—Friday, Santa’s Workshop and Open House after San-

ta’s arrival in downtown Plymouth, 6-8 PM. 

27—Santa Saturday, 1-4 PM. 

December   
5—Saturday, Annual Juried Craft Bazaar, 10 AM-4 PM; Free 

admission. Santa will be here all day. 

8—Tuesday, No monthly meeting. 

9—Wednesday, Simply Dickens Christmas Show, 7 PM.  

12—Santa Saturday, 1-4 PM. 

13—Sunday, Crafty Elves Workshop, for children 5-11 years 

old, $10 per child, Noon-1:45PM & 2-3:45 PM.  

19—Santa Saturday, 1-4 PM. 

25—Christmas Day, Museum closed.  

January 2016   
1—New Year’s Day, Museum closed.  

12—TUESDAY, Friends of the Plymouth Historical Muse-

um, Monthly Meeting, 7:30 PM, “Farmington Junction: 

A Trolley History,” with Brian Golden, free admission 

17—Sunday, Last day for Special Exhibit, “A Red Ryder 

Christmas Story.” 

18–28—Museum closed for exhibit changeover. 

19—New special exhibit opens, “Downton Abbey—

Plymouth Style.” 

 

Museum Hours   A Fun-filled Exhibit 
On display from  

November 18, 2015,  
until  

     January 17, 2016     

The exhibit is based on the beloved Christ-
mas movie, A Christmas Story, and includes 
vignettes of scenes from the movie. The Red 
Ryder BB guns were originally sold by Daisy 
Manufacturing Company of Plymouth. 


