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Thank you to the 78 donors who have generously 

donated to our annual appeal to date.  

Our annual appeal makes it possible for us to preserve 
the history of Plymouth and to share it with more than 
5,000 guests each year. If you'd like to support this 
work and help us meet our goal of $25,000 before the 
end of the year, please donate today. 

O ur new exhibit “Celebrating Plym-

outh—150 years" opens on Friday 

January 13, 2017. 

  

This is an evolving exhibit featuring historic 

artifacts from Plymouth's past and highlight-

ing the people who have lived here, their sto-

ries and significant events.  

  

This first installment of the exhibit will be 

centered around the early years of Plymouth, 

the community’s pioneers and life here in 

nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.  

  

You will enjoy hearing the tales of names 

that you recognize from the street signs and 

buildings throughout town.   

  

The exhibit will continue to change through-

out the year to feature various decades in our 

150-year history, so plan to visit often!  
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Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
http://www.plymouthhistory.org 
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory 
734-455-8940  Fax: 734-455-7797 
 

Hours 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1-4 PM all days 
Open year round (except some holidays) 
 

Board of Directors 
Sally Fedus President 
Margaret Harris Vice President 
Kathy Sullivan Secretary 
Jim Burroughs                                         Treasurer 
Pam Yockey Past President 
Jeff Ashton                                Director 
Aaron Frank   Director 
Dan Packer Director 
Gary Rembisz Director 
Carol Souchock Director 
Jim Vermeulen Jr. Director 
 

Staff 
Madelyne Beddoes Cashier/Scheduler 
Sherrie Brindley Marketing Director 
Janet Burns Office Manager 
Melody McCann Administrative Assistant 
Mike Hoggard Facility Manager 
Paula Holmes   Museum Store Manager  
Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens Executive Director 
Heidi Nielsen Archivist 
Barb Peterson Hospitality Chair 
Leslie Ryder Education Coordinator 
Mary Thackston Exhibits Coordinator 
 
Museum Memo Editor 
Gerry Sabatini  sabatini1983@att.net 
Proofreader—Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Museum Memo is printed six times a year.  

Monthly Drawing  
Mekie Kukan and Don Pohlod are the winners of 

the November and December drawings for a $25 gift 
certificate.    

New Members—Welcome! 
 

Denise Burrows,  Plymouth 
Salvatore Cavallero, Plymouth 
Nancy Conzelman, Plymouth 

Carol DeSantis,  Plymouth 

Kelly Fleming,  Redford 
Roberta Jarczewski, Livonia 

Elizabeth Lewandowski, Plymouth 

Charlotte Moore-Viculin,  Plymouth 
Laurette Peyton, South Lyon 

John Ramljak,  Plymouth 
Cindy Reinhart, Plymouth 
Karen Schieber, Plymouth 

Mary Bella Spongberg,  Livonia 

It’s Not Too Late! 
 

The Plymouth Historical Museum is a privately funded 

501(c)3 charitable organization. We receive no govern-

ment funding, so we always have a "wish list" of things 

that help us as we work to preserve and share the histo-

ry of Plymouth.  

 

We are always in need of stamps. If you would like to do-

nate first class "forever" stamps, any style or amount is appre-

ciated. Just deliver or mail them to the Museum. 

•    Roll of 100 first-class postage stamps $47 

•    Box of copy paper $27 

•    1 mannequin for exhibits $200 

•    5 cubic yards of mulch for landscaping $185 

•    IT/Network support $250 

•    ½ month heating bill $375  

•    ½ month electric bill $475 

•    1 month employee salary $500  

 

To donate, make your check payable to: 

Plymouth Historical Museum 

155 S. Main Street 

Plymouth, MI 48170  

 

Donate online at:: 

http://www.plymouthhistory.org/donate.html 
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Bits ‘N Pieces 
By Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens, executive director 

W 
e have had a wonderfully busy year in 2016! 
Our three exhibits this year have been well 
received. "It's a Downton Abbey Thing" 

special exhibit ran from January to June with visitors 
enjoyed our take on what was happening in Southeast 
Michigan in the 1910 and 1920 decades.  

“First Ladies—Fashion Setters” special exhibit 
entertained visitors between June and November. 
The exhibit showcased our own First Ladies’ dresses 
that were designed and created by our costume 
historian and Past President Pam Yockey. We also 
had displays of historical election memorabilia, some 
of which were loaned by local collectors. 

“Yuletide at the White House” is a short special 
exhibit running from mid-November to the end of 
December. This holiday display is inspired by the 
traditions of the past presidents, the first ladies and 
their families. Of special note is the featured antique 
toys, doll house furniture and banks on loan from a 
local collector.  

We have had a string of very successful events 
during the year—most of which sold out! Some 
members were disappointed because they were 
unable to purchase tickets for the events. We are now 
trying to let everyone know that if you want to come 
to an event that we put on, you need to purchase 

tickets as soon as you hear about the event. Waiting 
until the event doesn’t work any more. For instance, 
we held two Downton Abbey teas and two Frozen or 
Princess teas. All of these teas sold out very quickly. 
Because we advertise on Facebook, our reach is 
wider and people from around the area can purchase 
tickets quickly. The Frozen and Princess teas sold 
out in a few days once they were posted on 
Facebook. 

Likewise, our Plymouth Ghosts Cemetery Walk was 
posted on Facebook in July and sold out in about a 
week! The event was shared more than a thousand 
times and nearly 10,000 people were interested in 
coming! So, we put together a second, simultaneous 
walk and it sold out in a couple of weeks.  

Since our newsletter only comes out bimonthly, we 
recommend that you sign up to be alerted about our 
events on Facebook—if you have a computer and are 
on the social media site. Visit https://
www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory/events/?
ref=page_internal and click on the “Subscribe” 
button to receive these notifications once we post an 
event.  

Remember, members receive discounts to most of 
our events. We don’t want you to miss out on our 
wonderful living history events! 
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Donations Received  

October–November 2016 

Thank You! 

The following generous donations 
were received between October 
and November 2016:  
 
The Lincoln 

($1,000–$2,499) 

Community Financial Credit 
Union 

Marlene Donoghue 
Dolores Guenther 
Jean Scheppele 
Donald Soenen 
 

The Starkweather  

($500–$999) 

Ellen Elliott 
Mary Fritz 
Cynthia Hartsig 
Roy Pilkington 

The Penniman  

($250–$499) 

James Burroughs 
Dearborn Jewelers 
Lois Dusbiber 
Lynn Pierce 
Plymouth Oral and Facial 
Surgery 
 
The Kellogg ($100–$249) 

Joan Anderson 
Kathy Anderson 
Carrie Bake-Wong 
Gregory Blackwood 
Beverly Butler 
Joel Clark 
Dr. Thomas Covington, DDS 
Dr. Penny Flury, DDS 
Aaron Frank 
Bee Friedlander 
William Gayde 
Joseph Gentilcore 
Genuine Toy Company 
Joe Grima 
Diane Hanosh 

Paula Holmes 
Horton Plumbing 
Donna Keough 
Geraldine Kilsdonk 
Laniers La Casa Plymouth 
Allan Leonard 
Maggie & Me 
Mark Manchester 
Steve Marulis 
Mike Miller Building Company 
Carol Mills 
Vera Milz 
Lorna Nitz 
Mary Pauline 
Carrie Phillips 
Plymouth Antiquarians 
Plymouth Canton Civitan Club 
Fred Robinson 
Gerald Sabatini 
Susan Schrader 
Susan Seelye 
Victory Lane Quick Oil Change 
Karen & James Witmer 
 
Up to $100 

Victoria Betz 
Arthur Booth 
Luan Brownlee 
Patricia Carroll 
Jan Dersey 
E&M Properties 
William Elliott 
Karen Gizzi 
Joyce Holmes 
Lloyd Leach 
Jane Libbing 
Elizabeth McCully 
Dan Packer 
Barbara Peterson 
Plymouth Community Arts 

Council 
Geraldine Pritchard 
Barbara Rogers 
Carol Souchock 
Peggy Stiner 
Kathy Sullivan 
Elsie Trinka 
Terese Tuohey 
Mark Wira 
Mary Wolfe 
Ann Wood-Alatalo 
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50 Years Ago - December 1966 

An aerial photo of Kellogg Park in 1966. The focal point of the park was 
a large boulder, christened “Plymouth Rock.” In 1969 the boulder was 
replaced with a fountain. In 1998 the fountain was  enhanced thanks to a 
generous donation from long-time Plymouth residents Calvin and Char-
lotte Perry. The Kellogg Park fountain is one of most recognizable land-
marks in Plymouth. 

 

A commentary published in the Plym-
outh Mail, December 1966, regarding 
the planned celebration of  Plym-
outh’s 100th Anniversary in 1967, and 
the proposed renovation of Kellogg 
Park. 

July 1967. Representatives from Plymouth, England visited Plymouth, 
Michigan, to help celebrate the 100th anniversary of the city’s incorpora-
tion.  From left are English Alderman H. M. Pattison, Plymouth Mayor 
James Jabara, former Plymouth Mayor James Houk, and Frank Chap-
man, Lord Mayor of Plymouth, England.   
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Plymouth Days Gone By 
Compiled by Gerry Sabatini from the newspaper archives at the Plymouth District Library 

  

 

 

 

100 Years Ago -  
November 1916  

Plymouth Defeats Belleville 7-27 

50 Years Ago -  
November 1966  

 

Attention 
Plymouth  
Farmers 
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50 Years Ago -  
November 1966 

 



Friends of the Plymouth Historical Museum  
155 S. Main Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
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Calendar of Events 
For a detailed list of events, visit the Museum website at 

www.plymouthhistory.org/events.html. 
 
Special Museum Exhibit, “Yuletide at the White House,” 

Exhibit on display until December 31, 2016.     
 
January 2017   
1–12—Museum closed for exhibit changeover. 
13—“Celebrating Plymouth—150 Years” opens. 
13—Wine & Appetizer Reception, 6-8 pm 
29—Sunday, “Mentioning Unmentionables,” Plymouth His-

torical Museum, 2-4  pm. Tickets are $25 for Plymouth 
Historical Museum members, $30 for non-members by 
January 13; add $5 to ticket price after January 13. 

February 
12—Sunday, “Lunch with the Lincolns,” Plymouth Histori-

cal Museum, Noon-2  pm. Tickets are $25 for Plymouth 
Historical Museum members, $30 for non-members by 
February 3; add $5 to ticket price after February 3. 

12—Wednesday, Community Open House sponsored by 
Community Financial, 6-8  pm.  

March   
11—Saturday, A Night FOR the Museum, Fox Hills Golf & 

Banquet Center, Plymouth. Doors open at 6 pm.  Tickets 
are $75 per person. 


