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‘We’ve Been Working on the Railroad!’ 

c aboose CO 904151 is now in 
place at the Plymouth Historical 
Museum! CSX Railroad gifted 

the bay-window caboose to the Muse-
um as part of its efforts to downsize its 
rolling stock. 

In a bay window caboose, the crew 
monitoring the train sat in the middle 
of the car in a section that slightly pro-
truded from the side of the caboose.  
This type of caboose provided a better 
view of the side of the train when com-
pared to a cupola-style caboose.  

During the first half of the 1900s, 
the most common caboose style was 
the cupola caboose. The cupola was a 
small square dome with a window, at-
tached to the caboose roof, allowing 
crew members to inspect the length of 
the train from a stationary elevated po-
sition.   

In the 1940s, the bay window ca-
boose gained favor with many railroads 
because it eliminated the need for addi-
tional clearance through tunnels and 
under bridges. The bay-window style 
also provided safety to caboose crew 
members, who regarded the cupola as a 
hazard, especially when extending their 
body outside of the open cupola win-
dow to view the side of the train. 

In 1982, because of the advance-
ment with railroad technology, the U.S. 
government approved the railroad in-
dustry’s request to eliminate the long-
standing requirement that all freight 
trains must have a caboose car and a 
caboose crew. 

The caboose as it looked originally. 
Photo by Dwight Jones. 
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Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
http://www.plymouthhistory.org 
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory 
734-455-8940  Fax: 734-455-7797 
 

Hours 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1-4 PM all days 
Open year round (except some holidays) 
 

Board of Directors 
Kathy Sullivan President 
Carol Bimberg Vice President 
Carol Souchock Secretary 
Jim Burroughs                                         Treasurer 
Margaret Harris  Past President 
Stephanie Hoff  Director 
Christian Huffman                                Director 
Ernie Hughes Director 
William Moore  Director 
Tim Tingstad Director 
Jim Vermeulen Jr. Director 
 
 
 

Staff 
Janet Burns Office Manager 
Melody McCann Administrative Assistant 
Mike Hoggard Facility Manager 
Paula Holmes   Museum Store Manager  
Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens Executive Director 
Leslie Ryder Education Coordinator 
Mary Thackston Exhibits Coordinator 
Mike Woloszyk Marketing Director 
Pam Yockey Archivist 
Carolyn Zaborsky Cashier/Scheduler 
 
Museum Memo Editor 
Gerry Sabatini  sabatini1983@att.net 
Proofreader—Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Museum Memo is printed four times a year.  

Monthly Drawing  
Sandy Bonavero, Ellen Smith, and Gabrielle 

Wobrock are the respective winners of the April, 
May, and June drawings for a $25 gift certificate.  

New Members—Welcome! 

Jeremy Andrews - Plymouth 
Richard Ashburn - Allen Park 

John Bohn - Plymouth 
Lisa Brown - Plymouth 
Frank Cozza - Plymouth 

George Crooker - Plymouth 
Karina Farina - Northville 
Shaun Grenan - Plymouth 
Stephanie Hoff - Plymouth 
Dennis Howell - Brighton 

Toni Lattimer - Livonia 
Jim McLaughlin - Plymouth 

John Moolakkattu - Plymouth 
Katie Small - Plymouth 

Bill Toth - Plymouth 
Yvette Williams - Warren 

The Plymouth Historical Museum is a privately funded 

501(c)3 charitable organization. We receive no govern-

ment funding. We always have a "wish list" of things that 

help us as we work to preserve and share the history of 

Plymouth.  

Here are some of our common purchases to provide in-

spiration: 

•    1 Roll Postage Stamps $55 per  

•    IT/Network support $250 

•    ½ month heating bill $375  

•    ½ month electric bill $475 

•    1 month employee salary $500  

To donate, make your check payable to the Plymouth 

Historical Museum. 

 
Kroger Plus Card  

Donations 

Thank you to those who have added the Plymouth His-
torical Society to their Kroger Plus Card. The Museum re-
ceives a small percentage from any purchases made by 
those who have an up-to-date registration on their cards.  

To participant in the program, visit 
www.krogercommunityrewards.com.  

Click on “Michigan” and click on “Enroll.”  
You must have a valid online account at Kroger.com to 

participate.  If you need help, give us a call at 734-455-
8940 ext. 9. We’ll be happy to help you get enrolled. . 
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Bits ‘n Pieces 

By Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens, executive director 

T he last couple months have 
been a whirlwind at the 
Plymouth Historical Muse-

um. As you can see by the story 
on page 1, we finally have a ca-
boose in place! Delivery was 
scheduled several times before it 
actually appeared, which is why 
this newsletter is late.  

I am now in the process of get-
ting quotes on the next steps that 
have to be completed on the ca-
boose, including:  
 Installing cameras to prevent 

vandalism 
 Installing electrical connec-

tions to the caboose 
 Moving the RR crossbuck 

from next to the Church Street 
door over to the caboose 

 Installing a HVAC system 
 Assessing the restoration re-

quirements 
 Finishing the landscaping, in-

cluding installing the brick 
paver sidewalk 

 Building a platform for easier 
access to the caboose 
As you can imagine, we’re 

going to need more money to be 
able to accomplish all of this. Our 
fundraisers have been successful 
so far, but there’s still a long way 

to go. See page 6 for how you can 
help Save Our Caboose for pos-
terity.  

 
New Board 

At the annual meeting of the 
Friends of the Plymouth Histori-
cal Museum in May, members 
voted in two new Board mem-
bers. We would like to welcome 
Stephanie Hoff and Christian 
Huffman to the Museum’s Board 
of Directors! 

At the first Board meeting for 
FY 2019-20, the Board nominat-
ed the following officers: 
 Kathy Sullivan, president 
 Carol Bimberg, vice president 
 Carol Souchock, secretary 
 Jim Burroughs, treasurer 
 Margaret Harris, past presi-

dent 
Our thanks to exiting Board 

members Jeff Ashton and Dave 
Latawiec, and good luck in the 
future! 

 
Museum Events 

The Plymouth Historical Mu-
seum continues to hold very en-
ticing and successful events. 
Please see the last page of this 

newsletter for upcoming events 
and ticket information.  

Please note that the very popu-
lar Plymouth Ghosts Cemetery 
Walks in October will be on sale 
to members soon. The October 5 
walk goes on sale Monday, July 8 
and the October 26 walk goes on 
sale Monday, July 29. Every year 
we hear people say they can’t get 
tickets to these events. The secret 
is to take advantage of your mem-
bership and purchase tickets dur-
ing the two weeks that they are on 
sale to members only. But in order 
to do this, you need to either call 
the Museum (734-455-8940 x0) or 
come in when we’re open, be-
cause we can’t sell the tickets 
online in the members-only sales 
period.  

 
Plymouth Railroads Book 

Ellen Elliott, executive direc-
tor of the Penn Theatre, and I are 
co-authors of an Arcadia book on 
Plymouth railroads that will be out 
next April. Please let either of us 
know if you have any photos relat-
ing to Plymouth railroads, no later 
than the beginning of August. 

 



The Kellogg  

($100–$249) 

Cindy Ash 
Richard Ashburn 
Clark Chapin 
Bee Friedlander 
Dr. Robert Gordon 
Stephanie Hoff 
David Latawiec 
Kimberly Majeske 
Matt Martin 
Carol Souchock 
 
Under $100 

Amy Donoghue 
Maureen Fry 
Wes Graff 
Andy Ura 
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Donations Received  

March 2018 – May 2019  Thank You! 

Thank you for the following 
generous donations that were 
received between March and 
May 2019:  
 
Champagne Gala Sponsor 

($600) 

First Financial Strategies 
Packaging Corp. of America 
 
Boogie Woogie Gala 

Sponsor ($400) 

Plymouth Community 
Chamber of Commerce 

 
Jitterbug Gala Sponsor 

($300) 

MI Educational Credit Union 
Team DeJohn 
 
The Lincoln ($1,000+ ) 

Melissa Lynch 
Dean Scoble 
 
The Starkweather 

($500–$999) 

Stephanie Hoff 
William Lawton 
Kathy Sullivan 
 

The Penniman  

($250–$499) 

Carol Bimberg 
Mia Donoghue 
Glassline, Inc. 
Margaret Harris 
Chris Huffman 
Linda Joss 
Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Kellogg  

($100–$249) 

Amy Donoghue 

Joe Grima 
Heather Kassab 
Kimberly Majeske 
Matt Martin 
George Miller 
Roy Pilkington 
Thomas Salapatek 
Deborah Searcy 
Jean Upton 
David Wright 
 
Under $100 

Jeff Ashton 
Maureen Fry 
Fred Hill 
Anthony Hoover 
 
Save the Caboose 

Fundraiser  

 
The Lincoln ($1,000+ ) 

First Nation Group, LLC 
Don Soenen 
 
The Starkweather 

($500–$999) 

Chris Huffman 
Geraldine Kilsdonk 
Brett Phillips 
Bill Sanders 
Jeff Schultz 
 
The Penniman  

($250–$499) 

Carol Bimberg 
Jim Burroughs 
Elizabeth Kerstens 
Kathleen Pagan 
Fred Reinhart 
Kathy Sullivan 
David Wright 
 

 

Support the Plymouth  
Historical Museum 

The Friends of the Plymouth 
Historical Museum (a.k.a. Plymouth 
Historical Society) is privately 
funded and receives no government 
support for its mission of providing 
historical education and maintaining 
the Plymouth Historical Museum. 

 Donations are sent directly to 
the Plymouth Historical Society, a 
501(c)3 charitable organization, and 
all donations are tax deductible. If 
your donation is more than $100, 
you will be acknowledged on our 
donor wall in the stairwell leading 
to the lower level.  

We appreciate your support!  
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T he Plymouth Historical Museum’s new ex-
hibit, “Revolutionary '60s,” opened July 3 
and will be available until November 6, 

2019. Relive the era of the British music invasion, 
the Apollo moon landing, Viet Nam, college cam-
pus unrest, and the hippie movement.  

The Museum is open Wednesday, Friday, Satur-
day, and Sunday 1-4 pm. Saturdays are free admis-
sion until August 31, thanks to the sponsorship of 
Comfort Keepers. We are also a Blue Star Museum, 
so active duty military get in free through Labor 
Day. This exhibit is sponsored through the generosi-
ty of: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Many items on display in this exhibit were loaned by a vari-
ety of collectors. Be sure to come visit! 

  

If you know of anyone who 

would be willing to volunteer 

three hours of service at the Mu-

seum each month, please let us 

know.  

Please phone the Museum at 

734-455-8940 and leave a mes-

sage. We will return your phone 

call as soon as we are available.   

Thank you for your support, 

and thank you to our dedicated 

team of volunteers! 

60 Years Ago -  
Spring 1959 



6 PLYMOUTH HISTORICAL MUSEUM 

 
Admission to the Plymouth Historical Museum is FREE on Saturdays until August 31, 2019,  

thanks to the generous sponsorship of Comfort Keepers of Plymouth.  

Save Our Caboose! 

Buy a Paver! 

N ow that our Caboose (CO 904151) is in place, it’s time to get 
serious about more fundraising to restore the caboose to its 
original look. Once the caboose is restored and the landscap-

ing is finished, we’ll be able to allow visitors to tour the caboose. 
We also hope to be able to offer the caboose for limited events and 
rentals, eventually. Here’s how you can contribute: 
 A $250 contribution buys a brick paver on the sidewalk between the 

caboose and the Museum. Your message (up to 5 lines @ 14 charac-
ters per line) will be engraved on the 8” x 8” brick. Visit our website 
at www.plymouthhistory.org/get-involved/support-the-plymouth-
historical-museum/. Order your brick now to be in on the first wave of 
brick orders! 

 Donations of any size are welcome. Visit our website at 
www.plymouthhistory.org/get-involved/support-the-plymouth-
historical-museum/. Or come on in when we’re open! 

Our thanks to: 
 CSX for the donation of the caboose 

 Reliable Landscaping for doing the landscaping 

 Bill Sanders for donating the railroad ballast 

 Marc and Danny Kalis for moving the caboose 

 DTE for moving guidewires out of the way 
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60 Years Ago -  
Spring 1959 

Volunteer Spotlight 

Sharon has led a very busy life, during and after 
her teaching career. She was the director for Ameri-
can Association of University Women since 2001, an 
organization that helps fight for the rights for wom-
en.  

She also participates in fundraisers for the group 
by directing plays with children. Speaking of direct-
ing, Sharon also spent 13 years with the Plymouth 
Arts Council in the drama department and once 
owned her own company, Belo Drama, here in Plym-
outh. Last but not least, she also teaches piano and 
currently has 16 students. 

Sharon has lived in Plymouth since 1964 and has 
two grown daughters, Caryn and Ellyn, along with 
six grandchildren. When she finds time to take a 
breather, she tends to her gardening and is an avid 
reader. She is currently working on writing a biog-
raphy. 

It is a wonder that Sharon finds time to volunteer 
at the Plymouth Historical Museum. We are lucky to 
have her.  

H er schoolchil-
dren affection-
ately knew her 
as “Mrs. Belo,” 

but our Museum folks 
know her as Sharon. 

She has been a very 
versatile volunteer 
since 2002. Her many 
roles for the Museum 
include reenacting for 
the Wilcox House 
Tours (she portrays 

Carrie Markham), cemetery and ghost walks, and his-
tory presenter for the hundreds of school children 
who visit the Museum every year. 

Sharon always aspired to be a school teacher. She 
was born and grew up in the Troy area near 16 Mile 
and Rochester Roads, back when it was mostly farm-
land.  

She graduated from Michigan State University 
and immediately started her teaching career that 
spanned 40 years, primarily teaching at Bird Elemen-
tary and Hoben Elementary schools. Her classes were 
first and second graders; reading and social studies 
were her favorite classes to teach. 

Sharon Belobraidich 

Volunteers Make  

a Difference! 
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Plymouth Days Gone By 
Compiled by Gerry Sabatini from the newspaper archives at the  

Plymouth District Library 

60 Years Ago -  
Spring 1959 
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60 Years Ago -  
Spring 1959 

60 Years 
Ago -  

Spring 
1959 
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60 Years Ago -  
 Spring 1959 

T he Plymouth His-
torical Museum 
is very proud of 
its intern team, 

and is especially 
pleased when an intern 
decides to continue at 
the Museum as a volun-
teer.  

That is the case for Marissa, who last year started her internship in 
the Museum Archive from U of M Dearborn and has stayed on since 
January as a full-fledged volunteer. When Marissa graduated from U 
of M Dearborn in December, she brought with her a major in history 
and psychology.  

Marissa’s love of history shows in her many visits to museums 
around the country. Her favorite museum visit was her three-day stay 
in Gettysburg, in which she was thrilled to explore our country’s in-
volvement in the Civil War. Her plan is to someday work full time at 
a museum, preferably in an Archive. 

Marissa was born and raised in Livonia, attending Franklin High 
School. She is an avid reader, especially in the area of thriller and fan-
tasy fiction.  

When she is not volunteering at the Museum, she spreads her time 
between being a board member with the Livonia Goodfellows and as 
co-chairman for the Goodfellows toy department. She is also the web-
master for the Goodfellows website and Facebook page for the past 
nine years.  

In another volunteer job, she fosters dogs for the Homeward 
Bound Rescue League, housing dogs at her residence until they are 
adopted.  

Marissa lives at home in Livonia with her mom Margaret and her 
sister Lindsey. She especially likes her work at the Museum updating 
records for the Museum’s online system. In her own words, “I enjoy 
my work because what I do is something important so people can wit-
ness history today and tomorrow.”  

Our Museum certainly appreciates all the good work she does. 

Volunteer Spotlight 

Marissa 

Warren 

Volunteers Make  

a Difference! 
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60 Years Ago -  
Spring 1959 

In 1959, the new Food Fair Market at 705 S. Main Street in 
Plymouth, was one of over 30 Food Fair grocery stores 
located in the metro Detroit area, operated by the Borman 
Food Stores Company.   In 1967, the Food Fair stores were 
rebranded as Farmer Jack supermarkets.  In the late 
1990s, the Plymouth property was sold to a developer, and 
the former grocery store building was demolished.  Today, 
the property is home to a two-story multi-tenant office 
building. 

60 Years 
Ago -  

Spring 
1959 
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Calendar of Events 
July 
3—Wednesday, Museum opens with new exhibit, “Revolutionary ’60s.” 
August 
11—Sunday, Little Mermaid Ice Cream Social, 2–4 pm. Tickets are $15 per person; children must be at least 4. 

Tickets on sale to members now; to the public on July 8. 
18—Sunday, Wilcox House Tour, 1–5 pm. Tickets are $15 per person and are on sale now to members and to 

the public on July 15. This sells out quickly so don’t hesitate! 
September 
14—Mysterious Affair at Stirling Hall Murder Mystery, 5:30–8 pm. Tickets are $25 per person and go on sale 

to members July 29 (a maximum of 8 tickets can be sold to each person). Tickets go on sale to the public 
August 12. This will sell out quickly, so get your tickets when you can! 

22—Sunday, Wilcox House Tour, 1–5 pm. Tickets are $15 per person and are on sale to members August 5 
and to the public on August 19. This sells out quickly so don’t hesitate! 

October 
5—Plymouth Ghosts Cemetery Walk, 4–9 pm. Tickets are $15 per person and are on sale to members July 8 

and to the public July 22. This sells out quickly so don’t hesitate! 
26—Plymouth Ghosts Cemetery Walk, 4–9 pm. Tickets are $15 per person and are on sale to members July 29 

and to the public August 12. This sells out quickly so don’t hesitate! 

 
Revolutionary ’60s  

New Exhibit at the Plymouth Historical Museum 
On display from July 3 thru November 6, 2019 

Museum hours, 1-4 pm 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday 

 


