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A  new documentary film 
about Plymouth’s 192-
year  history will debut at 

the Penn Theatre November 15–17 
and November 21. The film, 
Plymouth, Michigan, a Rich Histo-
ry, was produced by Mark Salloum 
with expert research assistance 
from Ellen Elliott.  

In the film, the Museum’s Ex-
ecutive Director Liz Kelley Ker-
stens, as well as volunteers Dan 
Packer, Jack Grant, and Elliott, 
offer their insights about various 
aspects of Plymouth history.  

The Plymouth Historical Mu-
seum is one of the beneficiaries of 

the production, as monies re-
ceived from tickets sold by the 
Museum will be put toward ar-
chive renovations.  

Much of the historical docu-
mentation was meticulously re-
searched, primarily in the Muse-
um’s Archive, by Elliott over the 
past three years. Additionally, 
many of the images contained in 
the film are from the Museum’s 
Archive.  

The project began as a result 
of the 150th celebration of the 
Village/City of Plymouth in 
2017. Financial backers of the 
documentary were Don Soenen, 
Sally Fedus, and Joe Elliott. 

You can purchase tickets at the 
Plymouth Historical Museum or 
online at https://
plymouthhistory.square.site. Don’t 
hesitate! Tickets will sell fast! 

 
 Friday, November 15, 7 pm 

Tickets are $20 each and include 
popcorn and beverage 

 Saturday, November 16, 7 pm 
Tickets are $10 each  

 Sunday, November 17, 3 pm 
Tickets are $10 each  

 Sunday, November 17, 5 pm 
Tickets are $10 each  

 Thursday, November 21, 7 pm 
Tickets are $10 each  
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Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
http://www.plymouthhistory.org 
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory 
734-455-8940  Fax: 734-455-7797 
 

Hours 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1-4 PM all days 
Open year round (except some holidays) 
 

Board of Directors 
Kathy Sullivan President 
Carol Bimberg Vice President 
Carol Souchock Secretary 
Jim Burroughs                                         Treasurer 
Margaret Harris  Past President 
Stephanie Hoff  Director 
Christian Huffman                                Director 
Ernie Hughes Director 
William Moore  Director 
Tim Tingstad Director 
Jim Vermeulen Jr. Director 
 
 
 

Staff 
Janet Burns Office Manager 
Melody McCann Administrative Assistant 
Mike Hoggard Facility Manager 
Paula Holmes   Museum Store Manager  
Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens Executive Director 
Leslie Ryder Education Coordinator 
Mary Thackston Exhibits Coordinator 
Mike Woloszyk Marketing Director 
Pam Yockey Archivist 
Carolyn Zaborsky Cashier/Scheduler 
 
Museum Memo Editor 
Gerry Sabatini  sabatini1983@att.net 
Proofreader—Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Museum Memo is printed four times a year.  

Monthly Drawing  
Mike Janz, Margaret Stepp, and Christy 

Haradean are the respective winners of the July, 
August, and September drawings for a $25 gift 
certificate.  

New Members—Welcome! 

Ron Adelman,  Plymouth 
Kim DelProposto,  Canton 
Beverly Deman, Plymouth 
Deborah Diviny, Plymouth 
Mary Eberlein, Plymouth 
Nathan Kline, Plymouth 

Maureen B. Kozian, Plymouth 
Mary McDonald, Plymouth 
Denise Muench, Plymouth 
Carolyn Murphy, Westland 

Joyce Nicora, Plymouth 
Monica Pilzner, Northville 

Rose Publications, Farmington Hills 
Karen Southworth, Plymouth 

Susan Stellini, Plymouth 
The Polish Pantry, Plymouth 

Richard E. Waldecker, Canton 

The Plymouth Historical Museum is a privately funded 

501(c)3 charitable organization. We receive no govern-

ment funding. We always have a "wish list" of things that 

help us as we work to preserve and share the history of 

Plymouth.  

Here are some of our common purchases to provide in-

spiration: 

•    1 Roll Postage Stamps $55 per  

•    IT/Network support $250 

•    ½ month heating bill $375  

•    ½ month electric bill $475 

•    1 month employee salary $500  

To donate, make your check payable to the Plymouth 

Historical Museum. 

 
Kroger Plus Card  

Donations 

Thank you to those who have added the Plymouth His-
torical Society to their Kroger Plus Card. The Museum re-
ceives a small percentage from any purchases made by 
those who have an up-to-date registration on their cards.  

To participant in the program, visit 
www.krogercommunityrewards.com.  

Click on “Michigan” and click on “Enroll.”  
You must have a valid online account at Kroger.com to 

participate.  If you need help, give us a call at 734-455-
8940 ext. 9. We’ll be happy to help you get enrolled. . 

Thanks for Supporting the  

Plymouth Historical Museum 
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Bits ‘n Pieces 

By Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens, executive director 

T he Museum’s caboose is looking pretty spiffy 
these days! The exterior refurbishing and paint-
ing is complete, thanks to Jeff Conner of Rail-

car & Military Equipment Painting. The brick paver 
sidewalk is now in place and the railroad crossbuck 
has been moved over by the caboose, as seen above. 

The first order for engraved pavers for this side-
walk will be submitted in early October, so you still 
have time to order your paver for the first round. We 
still need funds to complete this project. Remaining 
items on the refurbishment list include: platform and 
stairs, interior rehab, landscaping, heating/cooling 
unit, and electrical work. Donations are being accept-
ed at the Museum and online at plymouthhistory.org/
get-involved/support-the-plymouth-historical-
museum/. You’ll find the caboose paver form on that 
page as well. Thank you to everyone who has gener-
ously donated so far! 

New HVAC Units 
The Margaret Dunning Foundation generously 

granted the Plymouth Historical Museum $40,000 
recently to replace three rooftop heating/air condi-
tioning units that were each about 29 years old. Ex-
pert Heating and Cooling was able to take over the 
parking lot on the north side of the Museum so the 
crane could lift all three units and accompanying 
parts up to the roof. Thanks to Norm Weast, our next 
door neighbor, for letting us use the parking lot that 
day! 

With new units came new thermostats and the 
ability to remotely control temperatures in the build-
ing.  

We are incredibly grateful to the Margaret Dun-
ning Foundation for allowing us to modernize our 
environmental controls! 

School groups visit the Museum  
and we teach them about Lincoln, 

the Civil War,  
the Victorian period, old toys,  

Underground Railroad,  
communities, Native Americans, 

and the Erie Canal.  

We have all of the materials;  
our Education Coordinator Leslie 
Ryder  will help you organize the 

presentation.  

Jump into the Pool ! 
We are looking for people to join our pool of educational presenters.  

Please join our pool !  
Contact the Museum at 734-455-8940 x 2,  

or by email at education@plymouthhistory.org. 

http://plymouthhistory.org/get-involved/support-the-plymouth-historical-museum/
http://plymouthhistory.org/get-involved/support-the-plymouth-historical-museum/
http://plymouthhistory.org/get-involved/support-the-plymouth-historical-museum/
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Donations Received  

June – August 2019  Thank You! 

Thank you for the following 
generous donations that were 
received between June and 
August 2019:  
 
The Lincoln ($1,000+ ) 

Kiwanis Club of Colonial 
Plymouth 

Plymouth Lions Club 
Dean Scoble 
 
The Starkweather 

($500–$999) 

Blackwell Ford 
Stephanie Hoff 
Cass Hough Jr. 
Brett Phillips 
Jeffrey Schultz 
Kathy Sullivan 
 

The Penniman  

($250–$499) 

Melissa Barszczowski 
Mia Donoghue 
Margaret Harris 
Chris Huffman 
Ken McCormick 
Dick Raison 
 
The Kellogg  

($100–$249) 

Amy Donoghue 
Matt Martin 
Carol Renner 
Patricia Seleski 
Jody Smith 
 
Under $100 

Clark Chapin 
Grace Colter 
Karen Gizzi 
Lynda Plotinski 
 

Save the Caboose 

Fundraiser  

 
The Penniman  

($250–$499) 

Expert Heating & Cooling 
Andy Ura 
 

The Kellogg  

($100–$249) 

Skip Duett 
Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
Under $100 

Cheryl Allerding 
Ron Carley 
Clark Chapin 
Sandra Daniels 
Jan Davenport 
Lila Davis 
Colleen Greene 
Kim Harrison 
Rita Hesse 
Karen Hill 
Tom Koselka 
Kathy Krewer 
John Kronenberger 
Kevin Kuczynski 
Mo Langdon 
Duane Legan 
Eno Miyasato 
Roger Moffat 
Caitlin Olive 
William Paulin 
Kathy Petlewski 
Christina Purslow 
David Rencher 
Sandra Melcher Root 
Mary Bella Spongberg 
Jeri Steele 
Paula Stuart-Warren 
Cari Taplin 
Mark Wira 

 

Support the Plymouth  
Historical Museum 

The Friends of the Plymouth 
Historical Museum (a.k.a. Plymouth 
Historical Society) is privately 
funded and receives no government 
support for its mission of providing 
historical education and maintaining 
the Plymouth Historical Museum. 

 Donations are sent directly to 
the Plymouth Historical Society, a 
501(c)3 charitable organization, and 
all donations are tax deductible. If 
your donation is more than $100, 
you will be acknowledged on our 
donor wall in the stairwell leading 
to the lower level.  

We appreciate your support!  

SCHEDULE A NIGHT  
AT THE MUSEUM  

PARTY 

The party is $250  
for 3-4 hours of fun!  

Accommodates  
up to 10 kids.  

Includes watching a  
Night at the Museum 

movie, pizza or subs & 
drinks, and meeting the 

Museum characters.  

For more 
information 
contact the 

Museum  
or visit the  

Museum 
website.  
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If you know of anyone who 

would be willing to volunteer 

three hours of service at the Mu-

seum each month, please let us 

know.  

Please phone the Museum at 

734-455-8940 and leave a mes-

sage. We will return your phone 

call as soon as we are available.   

Thank you for your support, 

and thank you to our dedicated 

team of volunteers! 

50 Years Ago -  
Summer 1969 

I f you haven’t seen our special 
exhibit, “Revolutionary ‘60s,” 
yet, you have until November 

6! You’re in for a treat as two stu-
dents from the Plymouth/Canton 
Schools have painted select win-
dows throughout our Main Street. 
Just as students did in the 1960s, 
Khadija Kapuswala and Hannah 
Finch painted Halloween decora-
tions on some windows, like the 
haunted house above on the drug 
store door. Hurry in! 
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50 Years Ago - Summer 1969 

Saturday, Oct 5 & 26, 2019 

Coming  

this Fall 

Tickets $15 per person 

Tea and Gossip—Downton Style 
Sunday, November 24, 2—4 PM 

 Revel in service by the 
“Downstairs” staff—you nev-
er know what they’ll say! 

 Enjoy tea delicacies from Di-
ann’s Catering 

 Drink “Mary’s Blend” tea 

 Tickets are $30 for members 
and go on sale to members 
only on October 7 

 Tickets are $35 for non-
members and go on sale to the 
public on October 21 

 www.plymouthhistory.org 
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Volunteer Spotlight 

He has been married to his wife, Beverly, for 61 
years. They raised five children and today have five 
grandchildren and one great grandchild.  

 Sal's background was a sales manufacturing rep 
who worked in engineered assembly products. That 
interest has led Sal to one of his favorite hobbies, 
making mechanical "Do-Nothings." When pressed to 
explain what exactly that was, Sal responded “small 
mechanical objects that look interesting but have no 
productive value.” They “Do nothing!”  

 Sal is very unlike his hobby, constantly working 
and keeping busy in the Museum. Some recent jobs 
that he helped finish was the reversal on the door 
leading into the lower level meeting room and hang-
ing the donated Box Bar stain glass windows on our 
Main Street exhibit.  

Sal also is very proud of his other activities, in-
cluding ushering for 40 years at St. Johns Episcopal 
Church in Plymouth and mentoring 7th & 8th grade 
kids at Cornerstone Charter School in Redford.   

The Museum is very grateful for Sal’s work ef-
fort and dedication.  

O ur Museum is lucky to have dedicated vol-
unteers in many areas, and one area are the 
people who are behind-the-scenes building 

and fixing; the Maintenance Crew.  

Sal Cavallaro has been part of that important re-
sponsibility for five years, starting part-time and go-
ing full time two years ago. Sal is a busy man in re-
tirement, spreading his capabilities between our Mu-
seum and the Yankee Air Museum. When asked why 
he likes to volunteer, he simply responded "I just like 
to fix things." 

 Sal was born in Brooklyn and grew up in Fulton, 
New York. He came to Michigan due to a job transfer 
back in 1981 and today lives in Plymouth.  

Sal Cavallaro 

Volunteers Make  

a Difference! 

50 Years Ago -  
Summer 1969 
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Plymouth Days Gone By 
Compiled by Gerry Sabatini from the newspaper archives at the  

Plymouth District Library 

50 Years Ago -  
Summer 1969 

50 Years 
Ago -  

Summer 
1969 
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50 Years Ago -  
Summer 1969 

50 Years Ago -  
Summer 1969 

50 Years Ago -  
Summer 1969 
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50 Years Ago -  
 Summer 1969 

T he Museum would 
like to welcome our 
new guide, Frank 
Cozza.  

Frank came aboard in July 
after just retiring as a pro-
gram manager at Yazaki 
North America in Canton. 

Frank is originally from 
New Castle, Pennsylvania. 
After graduation from 
High School, he was ac-

cepted at West Point. After graduation, he began a career in the Army 
and spent 12 years on active duty.  

A good portion of that time was spent teaching physics to cadets 
at West Point. He also spent nine years in the reserves, leaving the 
military altogether in 1994. 

Besides his stint at Yazaki, Frank worked as a project and sales 
manager at Honeywell, Johnston Controls and Siemens. 

Frank lives in town at the Daisy Square condominiums with his 
wife, Holly. They have three grown children and one grandchild, liv-
ing in Spain and California. 

Frank was attracted to volunteer at the Museum because of his 
love of history. His current passion is reading books related to the Ro-
man Empire. Frank also likes to golf and travel with his wife. Recent-
ly he spent time in Spain and New Orleans. 

For Frank’s short time at the Museum, he has demonstrated a keen 
interest in all the goings on as a volunteer guide. It is interesting to 
note that Frank lives by his father’s advice, “You are better than you 
think you are.” In fact, he has inscribed that saying on his West Point 
graduation saber. 

The Museum is very appreciative of Frank’s volunteer work. 

 

Volunteer Spotlight 

Volunteers Make  

a Difference! 

Frank Cozza 
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50 Years Ago -  
Summer 1969 

In 1969, Plymouth Rotary club members joined with city officials 
at a formal ceremony in downtown Plymouth to dedicate the new 
fountain in Kellogg Park. The fountain was a gift to the city from 
the Rotary Club. 

In 1969, the University of Michigan football program announced 
two major changes. The natural grass football field was replaced 
with an artificial turf, and a new coaching staff was hired, led by 
first year head coach, Bo Schembechler.   

50 Years Ago -  
Summer 1969 
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Calendar of Events 
October 
5—Plymouth Ghosts Cemetery Walk, 4–9 pm. Tickets are $15 per person and are on sale now to members. 
11—Halloween Family Night, 6–8 pm. Free. Characters on our Main Street. 
26—Plymouth Ghosts Cemetery Walk, 4–9 pm. Tickets are $15 per person and are on sale now to members. 
 
November 
3—Sunday, Wilcox House Tour, 1–5 pm. Tickets are $15 per person. This sells out quickly so don’t hesitate! 
6—“Revolutionary ‘60s” exhibit closes. 
7–19—Museum closed for exhibit changeover. 
19—Members-only Reception. 
20—“A Red Ryder Christmas Story” special exhibit opens. 
24—“Tea & Gossip—Downton Style”, 2–4 pm. Tickets are $30 for members; $35 for non-members. Tickets 

go on sale to members on October 7; to the public on October 21. 
29—Santa’s Workshop, 6–8 pm. Free.  
 
December 
6—Simply Dickens, 7–8 pm. Tickets are $15 in advance; $20 at the door. Tickets go on sale to members Octo-

ber 28; to the public on November 11. 

 
Revolutionary ’60s  

New Exhibit at the Plymouth Historical Museum 
On display thru November 6, 2019 

Museum hours, 1-4 pm 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday 

 


