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2 MUSEUM MEMO 

Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
http://www.plymouthhistory.org 
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory 
734-455-8940  Fax: 734-455-7797 
 

Hours 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1-4 PM all days 
Open year round (except some holidays) 
 

Board of Directors 
Kathy Sullivan President 
Carol Bimberg Vice President 
Jeff Ashton Co-Secretary 
Jim Burroughs               Co-Secretary & Treasurer 
Stephen Beltran  Director 
Stephanie Hoff  Director 
Christian Huffman                                Director 
Ernie Hughes Director 
William Moore  Director 
Carol Souchock  Director 
Tim Tingstad Director 
 
  
 

Staff 
Janet Burns Office Manager 
Rennae Green  Marketing Director 
Mike Hoggard Facility Manager 
Maryanne Zavagnin   Museum Store Manager  
Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens Executive Director 
Melody McCann Administrative Assistant 
Leslie Ryder Education Coordinator 
Mary Thackston Exhibits Coordinator 
Pam Yockey Archivist 
Carolyn Zaborsky Cashier/Scheduler 
 
Museum Memo Editor 
Gerry Sabatini  sabatini1983@att.net 
Proofreader—Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Museum Memo is printed four times a year.  

Monthly Drawing  
Judy Sameck, Mike Janz, and Larry 

Cunningham are the respective winners of the 
July, August, and September drawings for a $25 
gift certificate.  

New Members—Welcome! 

Timothy J. Herman,  Plymouth 
Dave LaPointe,  Plymouth 
Peter McGill,  Plymouth 
Carol Sawyer,  Wixom 

Karen Sullivan,  Plymouth 

The Plymouth Historical Museum is a privately funded 

501(c)3 charitable organization. We receive no govern-

ment funding. We always have a "wish list" of things that 

help us as we work to preserve and share the history of 

Plymouth.  

Here are some of our common purchases to provide in-

spiration: 

•    1 Roll Postage Stamps $55 per  

•    IT/Network support $250 

•    ½ month heating bill $375  

•    ½ month electric bill $475 

•    1 month employee salary $500  

To donate, make your check payable to the Plymouth 

Historical Museum. 

 

 
Kroger Plus 

Card  

Donations 

Thank you to those who have added the Plymouth 
Historical Society to their Kroger Plus Card. The Muse-
um receives a small percentage from any purchases made 
by those who have an up-to-date registration on their 
cards.  

To participant in the program, visit 
 www.krogercommunityrewards.com.  

Click on “Michigan” and click on “Enroll.”  
 
You must have a valid online account at Kroger.com 

to participate.  If you need help, give us a call at 734-455
-8940 ext. 9. We’ll be happy to help you get enrolled. .o 

Support the Plymouth  
Historical Museum 
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T o say that 2020 has been a 
challenge so far is quite the 
understatement. But we 

persevere! 
The Plymouth Historical 

Museum has been open to the 
public since June 24. From July 11 
to September 26 we offered Free 
Summer Saturdays, courtesy of a 
sponsorship from Comfort 
Keepers. We had visitors, but 
certainly nothing like we’ve seen 
in the past.  

In October we will be holding 
two events that are sold out, 
“Things That Go Bump in the 
Night” and the “Plymouth Ghosts 
Cemetery Walk.” We are 
endeavoring to provide safe 
environments for these events, as 
well as for visitors inside the 
Museum.  

Since we’ve been open, the 
Timeline of Plymouth in the lower 
level has been closed. We will be 
reopening the Timeline when the 
“Christmas with the First Ladies” 
special exhibit opens on 
Wednesday, November 18.  

 

Projects 
We’ve had several projects in 

the works for months now. One of 
the biggest projects is within the 
walls of the former China shop 
exhibit on our Main Street. We’ve 

been in the process of creating an 
“Escape Experience” within the 
confines of the Museum. The 
China shop has been transformed 
and will be the end goal of the 
Escape Experience. You can see a 
sneak peek above of what we’ve 
been working on. We hope to 
have this new experience 
available in 2021, if COVID-19 
cooperates. 

We’ve also been working on 
installing the stained glass 
windows from the Box Bar. They 
should be in place over the 

cashier’s desk by the time you 
read this. There are three beautiful 
windows that say “The Box Bar & 
Grill.” They will be lit so you can 
enjoy them.  

And, of course, we’ve been 
working on getting the caboose 
ready to open. We received a grant 
from the Community Foundation 
of Plymouth to create a tour of 
inside the caboose, to be viewed 
within the Museum by anyone 
unable to access the caboose for 
any reason. That video will be 
available for viewing soon. 

Bits ‘n Pieces 

By Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens, executive director 
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Donations Received  

June – August 2020  Thank You! 

Thank you for the following 
generous donations that were 
received between June and 
August 2020:  
 

The Lincoln ($1,000+ ) 

Plymouth Lions Foundation 
 
The Starkweather 

($500–$999) 

Sally Fedus 
Dorothy Grant 
Frank Laurette 
Katherine Renberg 
Jeff Schultz 
Donald Soenen 
 
The Penniman  

($250–$499) 

Carol Bimberg 
Donald Davidson 
Cynthia Hartsig 
JML Heirs, LLC 
George Kabot 
Helen Moyer 
Fred Reinhart 
Patricia Seleski 
 
The Kellogg  

($100–$249) 

Joan Anderson 
Richard Ashburn 
Duane Bordine 

David Cornish 
Ward Cornish 
Ruth Dostie 
Nancy Earle 
Forest Place Optical 
Wes Graff 
Brian Kidston 
Geraldine Kilsdonk 
Eileen Leisk 
Allan Leonard 
Andrea Linn 
Barbara Nowak 
Mary Pauline 
Susan Seelye 
Mark Strachan 
 
Under $100 

Arthur Booth 
Katherine Brown 
Luan Brownlee 
Patricia Carroll 
Clark Chapin 
Grace Colter 
Joan Connor 
William Cottrell 
Judith Dahlin 
Michael Daleski 
FISH of Plymouth-Canton 
Bee Friedlander 
Karen Gizzi 
Carolyn Jacobs 
Karen Jallos 
Mary Kehoe 

Toni Lattimer 
Linda Manchester 
John Marshall 
Eno Miyasato 
Joyce Nicora 
Elizabeth O’Connor 
Plymouth Antiquarians 
Karen Southworth 
Susan Wainwright 
Cindi Webster 
Deanna Wright 

1916 

60 Years Ago  
1960 
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80 Years Ago   
1940 Plymouth Days Gone By 

Compiled by Gerry Sabatini from the newspaper archives at the  
Plymouth District Library 

70 Years Ago   
1950 

60 Years Ago   
1960 



6 PLYMOUTH HISTORICAL MUSEUM 

E mily started actively volunteer-
ing in 2015. She began by join-
ing the Museum’s living history 

troupe of volunteer actors, working 
some of our teas as the “Snow 
Queen” (aka Elsa), as well as at our 
Night at the Museum parties. Some of 
her characters have varied from Amelia 
Earhart, Audrey Hepburn, Marilyn 
Monroe, First Lady Jackie Kennedy, to 
Typhoid Mary. 

Betz grew up in Plymouth, but the Betz 
family was originally from Pittsburgh 
and moved to Plymouth when she was 
6 years old. She has one brother and 
was always interested in history and 
theater. Their parents were very en-
couraging of this and brought them to 
the Museum often as kids.  

Her very first experience volunteering 
at the museum was when she was in 
sixth grade. Emily participated in the 
Museum’s fashion show at the Titanic 
Tea, which highlighted clothing from 
the era, along with narration by our 
current archivist Pam Yockey.  

She attended Ladywood High School, 
where she nudged along her school’s 
theater program. She was grateful for 
the opportunity to work with the Muse-
um while in high school. She enjoys 
being one of the youngest volunteer 
actors at the museum and has gotten to 
know other actors and enjoys getting to 

see them for events.  

Emily attends Schoolcraft College and is studying to be a costumer; she 
makes all her own costumes for the characters she portrays. She has even 
been recruited by various local theaters and high school theaters to do their 
costumes. Emily is passionate about costuming, creating and portraying; of 
all her roles, her favorite character is the “Snow Queen.”  

Emily is an entrepreneur—with the current popularity of princesses, she 
has been able to open her own business, “Princess on Demand.” With that 
company she is able to work all over the southeast Michigan area doing 
events, including mall events, birthday parties, etc.  

Our Princess Teas would not be the same without our “Snow Queen” 
and we are truly grateful to have Emily as our resident princess. We appreci-
ate the commitment to the Museum and the living history troupe and hope 
that Emily continues to volunteer with us for many years to come!  

Volunteer Spotlight 
70 Years Ago  

1950 

Emily Betz 

Emily Betz as Amelia Earhart during a 
Night at the Museum party. Amelia 
Earhart was an American aviation pio-
neer. Earhart was the first female avia-
tor to fly solo across the Atlantic 
Ocean.  
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J ackie Schubert was 
recruited by Liz Ker-
stens to join the Mu-
seum’s troupe of vol-

unteer actors in about 2014. 
She has worked many of 
our teas, murder mysteries, 
Night at the Museum par-
ties, and walks.  

Schubert grew up in 
Indiana and went to Purdue 
and Indiana University and 
later taught early childhood 
education. When Jackie was 
married, she and her hus-
band had the opportunity to 
live abroad as well as in 
several places in the States. 
They lived in Michigan, 
Indiana, Wisconsin, and 
England and also in Van-
couver, British Columbia, Canada. While living in Canada, Jackie hosted 
dinner guests through the World Council of Churches with people from all 
over the world.  

One interesting guest she recalls is a Ministry of Religion member from 
Russia, who Jackie thought was most likely a KGB agent. The couple had 
three children, one born in Indiana, and the other two in England and Cana-
da. She has four grandchildren. Her two daughters live in Michigan, while 
her son lives in Wisconsin. Jackie moved to Michigan in 1985 and has lived 
here ever since, first residing in Livonia, and now in Clinton Township with 
her beau.  

With a love of history and theater, Jackie combined those passions and 
has been active in reenacting for more than 20 years, with both the 17th and 
21st Michigan Infantry Regiment reenacement groups. In addition to reen-
acting and her involvement here at the Plymouth Historical Museum, Jackie 
has been volunteering at the Crocker House in Mt. Clemens at an 1869 Vic-
torian Italianate house.  

Of all the roles that Jackie has fulfilled for us, from Carrie Nation, to 
characters in our members’ reception nights skits, her favorite events are the 
murder mysteries. She loves the camaraderie between the fellow actors and 
how they have been able to develop a great working relationship together 
and have gotten to know each other so well. Even though the characters 
change, their personalities still shine through.  

We appreciate all the great acting and the time Jackie has graciously 
spent here volunteering her time. 

—Volunteer Spotlights written by Rennae Green, marketing director 

Volunteer Spotlight 

Jackie Schubert 

70 Years Ago   
1950 

Jackie Schubert, shown here as Carrie Na-
tion during the Museum’s Ghosts of Plym-
outh  Walk. Nation was an American activ-
ist and a member of the temperance move-
ment.   

Volunteers Make a Difference! 



Friends of the Plymouth Historical Museum  
155 S. Main Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
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Calendar of Events 
 

November 2020 
4—Special exhibit, “Plymouth Rides the Rails” ends. 
5–17—Museum closed for exhibit changeover. 
17—Members only Preview, 6-8 pm. 
18—Special exhibit, “Christmas with the First Ladies” opens. 
 

December 
11—“Simply Dickens” Christmas Carols Show. Tickets are $15 in advance; $20 at the door. Tickets go on 
sale to members October 26; tickets are on sale to the public November 9. COVID friendly. 
 
January 
10—Special exhibit, “Christmas with the First Ladies” ends. 
11–26—Museum closed for exhibit changeover. 
26—Members only Preview, 6-8 pm. 
27—Special exhibit, “First Ladies, Fashion Setters” opens 


