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A Flapper Murder at the 1920's Speakeasy 
(via Zoom) 

Saturday, February 20, 2021, 6 pm 

Join us for an evening of suspense via Zoom on Sat-
urday, February 20, 2021, at 6 pm. Help us solve 
this dastardly murder! Tickets are $20 per person. 
Event is limited to 50 people. 

The Roaring 20s are in full swing, giving birth to 
the rise of jazz music, flappers and, with the end 
of the war.  It’s the era of prohibition.  Organized 
crime is at an all-time high. 
 
The Half Moon Club is one of just two Speak-
easys in town, fighting prohibition by serving al-
cohol illegally and offering patrons the type of fun 
that can’t be had when the sun is up. Despite the 
constant threat of a raid, business at The Half 
Moon Club is lucrative, as men and women 
stream through the doors each night. 
 
When a flapper is found shot to death outside the 
club, the management and loyal patrons of The 
Half Moon Club scramble to identify the killer 
before the police catch wind of the killing and 
shut down the juice joint for good!  

Caboose Grants Help Finalize Project 

T wo grants in recent months are allowing the 
Plymouth Historical Museum to finish the ren-
ovations of the CSX caboose received in 2019. 

In August, the Community Foundation of Plym-
outh gave the Museum a $1,500 grant to create a ca-
boose documentary. That documentary is now availa-
ble for viewing in a stand-alone kiosk next to the Mu-
seum’s replica caboose on our Main Street. The in-
tent of the documentary is to provide a tour of the 

caboose, inside and out, for those who are unable to 
access the caboose. Jonathon Leese, a former railroad 
engineer who worked on our CSX caboose 904151, 
provides viewers with walking commentary. 

In December, the Margaret Dunning Foundation 
gave the Museum a grant of $28,000 to complete the 
remaining renovations on the caboose, to create two 
more documentaries, and to create the labels for in-
side and outside of the caboose to provide context for 
visitors. We are hoping to be able to have the grand 
opening for the caboose in Spring 2021.  

“We are so grateful to the Margaret Dunning 
Foundation for the support of our caboose project, as 
well as all of the support it has provided the Museum 
through the years,” said Executive Director Liz Ker-
stens. 

The Margaret Dunning Foundation was founded 
by Dunning in 1997. She was born in 1910 in Red-
ford Township and moved with her mother to Plym-
outh in the 1920s. Margaret died in 2015 at the age of 
104. Her estate provided additional funding for the 
Margaret Dunning Foundation, which continues to 
support her charitable interests, including the Plym-
outh Historical Society, and her legacy. 
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Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
http://www.plymouthhistory.org 
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory 
734-455-8940  Fax: 734-455-7797 
 

Hours 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1-4 PM all days 
Open year round (except some holidays) 
 

Board of Directors 
Kathy Sullivan President 
Carol Bimberg Vice President 
Jeff Ashton Co-Secretary 
Jim Burroughs               Co-Secretary & Treasurer 
Stephen Beltran  Director 
Stephanie Hoff  Director 
Christian Huffman                                Director 
Ernie Hughes Director 
William Moore  Director 
Carol Souchock  Director 
Tim Tingstad Director 
 
  
 

Staff 
Janet Burns Office Manager 
Rennae Green  Marketing Director 
Mike Hoggard Facility Manager 
Paula Holmes   Museum Store Manager  
Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens Executive Director 
Melody McCann Administrative Assistant 
Leslie Ryder Education Coordinator 
Mary Thackston Exhibits Coordinator 
Pam Yockey Archivist 
Carolyn Zaborsky Cashier/Scheduler 
 
Museum Memo Editor 
Gerry Sabatini  sabatini1983@att.net 
Proofreader—Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Museum Memo is printed four times a year.  

Monthly Drawing  
Pam Piendel, Shane Miller, and Cathy 

Webster and are the respective winners of the 
October, November, and December drawings for 
a $25 gift certificate.  

New Members—Welcome! 
Ed Barlage, Plymouth 

Ralph Bozell, Plymouth 
Mary Ann Fielek, Canton 

Wendy Goodnow, Plymouth 
Brandy Michaels, Plymouth 

Andy Milewski, Canton 
Miller & Calabrese, P.C., Plymouth 

Cheryl Pond, Plymouth 
Kathleen Sleek, New Hudson 

The Plymouth Historical Museum is a privately funded 

501(c)3 charitable organization. We receive no govern-

ment funding. We always have a "wish list" of things that 

help us as we work to preserve and share the history of 

Plymouth.  

Here are some of our common purchases to provide in-

spiration: 

•    1 Roll Postage Stamps $55 per  

•    IT/Network support $250 

•    ½ month heating bill $375  

•    ½ month electric bill $475 

•    1 month employee salary $500  

To donate, make your check payable to the Plymouth 

Historical Museum. 

 

 
Kroger Plus 

Card  

Donations 

Thank you to those who have added the Plymouth 
Historical Society to their Kroger Plus Card. The Muse-
um receives a small percentage from any purchases made 
by those who have an up-to-date registration on their 
cards.  

To participant in the program, visit 
 www.krogercommunityrewards.com.  

Click on “Michigan” and click on “Enroll.”  
 
You must have a valid online account at Kroger.com 

to participate.  If you need help, give us a call at 734-455
-8940 ext. 9. We’ll be happy to help you get enrolled. .o 

Support the Plymouth Historical Museum 
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80 Years Ago   
November 15, 1940 

Plymouth Mail 

The first Thanksgiving 
was observed during the 
fall season of 1621, by 
the pilgrims from Eng-
land who had estab-
lished a colony in Plym-
outh, Massachusetts in 
1620. The event was 
considered a harvest 
celebration. The city of 
Plymouth is named after 
the historic Plymouth, 
Massachusetts settle-
ment. 
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Donations Received  

September – November 2020  Thank You! 

Thank you for the following 
generous donations that were 
received between September 
and November 2020:  
 
The Dunning ($2,500+ ) 

Delores Guenther 
 

The Lincoln ($1,000+ ) 

Community Financial  
Mary Fritz 
Allan Leonard 
Fred Priebe 
 
The Starkweather 

($500–$999) 

James Burroughs 
Brian Kidston 
Geraldine Kilsdonk 
 
The Penniman  

($250–$499) 

Carol Bimberg 
Clark Chapin 
Ellen Elliott 
Hamerink Dental 
Ron Lowe 
Patricia Malcolm 
John Marshall 
Robert Marzinski 
Pam Piendel 
Rock Shoppe 
Catherine Sekerke 
John Zain 
 
The Kellogg  

($100–$249) 

Joan Anderson 
Ann Arbor Financial 
Luan Brownlee 
Janet Burns 
Patricia Carroll  
Yvonne Carter 
Louis Christenson 
Joel Clark 

Dr. Thomas Covington 
E&M Properties 
Executive Property 

Maintenance 
Joseph Gentilcore 
Cynthia Hartsig 
Lori Hemingway 
Stephanie Hoff 
Paula Holmes 
Hank Jallos 
Guy Kenny 
Dennis LaVoy 
Loiselle & Associates 
Linda Manchester 
John Mielke 
Barbara Mikulski 
Carol Mills 
Rick Mosteller 
Gregg Packard 
Dan Packer 
Fred Reinhart 
Remerica of Michigan 
Esther Rogers 
Win Schrader 
Veralou Scott 
Simply Fresh Mediterranean 

Grill 
Carl Solak 
Gerald Sweet 
Travel Leaders 

Wood’s Tax Consulting 
Services 

James Vermeulen 
 
Under $100 

Marilyn Alimpich 
Polly Allen 
Paula Bowman 
Clarence DeLong 
Maureen Frye 
Harper, Finley & Associates 
Dr. Richard Haines 
Chris Huffman 
Mary Ellen King 
Dave LaPointe 
Bob McCaffrey 
Eno Miyasato 
Mary Pauline 
Barbara Peterson 
Susan Robinson 
Barbara Rogers 
Leslie Ryder 
Susan Seelye 
Paul Sincock 
Lary Smith 
Judy Straley 
Elsie Mae Trinka 
Terese Tuohey 
Ann Wood-Alatalo 
Takeda Yoshido 

90 Years Ago  1930 
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80 Years Ago  1940 

Plymouth Days Gone By 
Compiled by Gerry Sabatini from the newspaper archives  

at the Plymouth District Library 

80 Years Ago   
1940 

80 Years Ago  1940 
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Volunteers Make a Difference! 

S amantha has been volunteering with the Plymouth Historical Museum 
for about seven years. She is a part of our Plymouth Living History 
Troupe of actors. She enjoys working with us; her favorite events are 

the murder mysteries.  
One in particular that stands out for Samantha was Teatime Tragedy at 

Downton Abbey, where she and fellow actor Sofia Malynowskyj played 
sisters who didn’t like each other—they played their parts so well that guests 
thought that Samantha disliked Sofia in real life too.      

Growing up in the San Francisco Bay area, Samantha moved around a 
lot with her mother. She appreciated living in such an ethnically diverse ar-
ea, allowing her to have friends from many different backgrounds. She miss-
es the ability to go from spending time at the ocean and the beach and within 
a drive hit the mountains and enjoy the views and snow.  

After high school, Samantha toured quite a variety of colleges before 
she chose to attend Hillsdale College. She loved the location immediately 
and knew that she would get the educational experience she was looking for. 
Her Grandmother had advised her not to go to Michigan because she would-
n’t come back to California. Well, Samantha has been in Michigan for twen-
ty years, so Grandma was right.  

Samantha has been doing consulting and sales work, but recently went 
out on her own as an independent consultant, which was fortuitous, heading 
into this year, as she had already been working from home. While working 
for a company, she met a fellow Hillsdale alum. They became friends and 
over the course of a few years he finally convinced her to join him at a reen-
acting event, the Civil War Muster at Greenfield Village. She’s glad she fi-
nally did, as over time she has met so many wonderful people and even her 
best friend! 

Samantha got married two years ago and her family currently lives in 
Milford. She has a 24-year-old step-daughter and a 9-year-old step-son. She 
and her husband love to travel, cook and try new recipes. This year while 
everyone has been getting “COVID pets,” Samantha’s family got COVID 
chickens and have been enjoying learning how to raise chickens.  

Samantha’s favorite thing about working is being able to “teach” 
through living history, an element of her work through consulting. She en-
joys being able to teach about history especially to the kids who attend the 
Night at the Museum parties. She is impressed by the Plymouth Historical 
Museum’s creativity in programs and offering interactive experiences. We 
are so grateful to have Samantha as part of our living history troupe.  

   —Written by Rennae Green, marketing director 

Volunteer Spotlight 
80 Years Ago  

1940 

Samantha  

Joseph 

Charles Gehringer, 1903–1993,   
was a star second basemen with 
the Detroit Tigers for 19 seasons, 
1924-1942.  He had a career bat-
ting average of .320, including sev-
en seasons with over 200 hits.  He 
was inducted into the Baseball 
Hall of Fame in 1949.  

Samantha Joseph, shown here 
portraying an actor from the pop-
ular television series, Downton 
Abbey, during the Museum’s 
Teatime Tragedy at Downton Ab-
bey.   
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S ue Seelye started volunteering with the Plymouth Historical 
Museum after retiring from the Plymouth-Canton Schools. She 
has volunteered teaching our educational programs, working 

with Leslie Ryder, our education coordinator, to teach programs that 
include Victorian, toys, Erie Canal, and quilts. She has also been a 
character and a guide for our annual cemetery walks.   

Sue’s connection to the Museum overall started back when her 
parents were a part of the original group that started the Museum. Her 
family moved to Plymouth when she was in middle school, and con-
tinues to live in the area. Sue has two sons, four grandchildren, and 
three (soon to be four) great grandchildren. One of her sons is quite 
the world traveler, travelling in Portugal and South Africa; he has 
also visited his daughter in Scotland, who is attending the University 
of Edinburgh.  

For 28 years Sue taught in the Plymouth-Canton schools, mostly 
teaching second and third graders. She likes this age of children the 
most she said, as the kids tend to be the most creative and independ-
ent. Sue also has taught for the Mercy Educational Program, teaching 
classes for women who were getting their G.E.D.   

In other volunteer work, Sue has been a guide for Northville’s 
Mill Race Village for its school programs. Sue enjoys travelling with 
the Roads tours for seniors; this has allowed her to travel in a group 
to places she wouldn’t visit otherwise. She has been on more than 50 
trips with the group. Her most memorable trip was white-water raft-
ing in the Grand Canyon, where they slept under the stars on the floor 
of the canyon. Another standout trip of note was one to Utah mining 
for stones. Sue has accomplished a variety of things over her life, one 
of these being that she crewed on a hot air balloon.  

Sue really enjoys volunteering with the education programs 
here—it allows her to continue working with students on a limited 
basis, enabling her to engage with students and teach. She also gets to 
help in the development of the educational programs that the Museum 
offers. We are glad to have Sue volunteering with us, and so grateful 
for her and our retired educators working with our school classroom 
programs.  

—Written by Rennae Green, marketing director 

Volunteer Spotlight 

Volunteers Make a Difference! 

Sue  

Seelye 
 

90 Years Ago   
1930 

Plymouth Village Hall, S. Main St., circa 
1900. Plymouth was first settled in 1825, 
and incorporated as a village in 1867. The 
village of Plymouth was reincorporated as a 
city in 1932.  

Sue Seelye, shown here 
portraying an Erie Canal 
boat captain. The students 
are lined up as if they are 
passengers on a boat on 
the Erie Canal. 



Friends of the Plymouth Historical Museum  
155 S. Main Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
 
Return Service Requested 

Non-Profit Org 
U. S. Postage 

PAID 
Plymouth, MI. 
Permit No. 111 

Calendar of Events 
 

January 2021 
10—Special exhibit, “Christmas with the First Ladies” ends. 
11–26—Museum closed for exhibit changeover. 
26—Members-only Preview, 6-8 pm. 
27—Special exhibit, “First Ladies, Fashion Setters” opens 
 
February  
20—“A Flapper Murder at the 1920s Speakeasy” Murder Mystery via Zoom, 6 pm. Tickets are $20 per per-
son and are on sale now to membes; tickets go on sale to the public on January 4, 2021. 
 
March 
20—“Super Hero Encounter,” tours every 15 minutes, 1-4 pm. Tickets go on sale January 18, 2021. Ticket 
prices are $10 for ages 11 and up; $5 for ages 6-11; free for children 5 and under; all children must be accom-
panied by an adult with a ticket. 
 
April 
9 & 10—Nostalgia Sale, 10 am-4 pm. 


