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Plymouth’s Historic Kellogg Park 

An aerial photo of Kellogg Park in 1966. The focal point of the park was 
a large boulder, christened “Plymouth Rock.” In 1969, the boulder was 
replaced with a fountain. In 1985, the fountain was  enhanced thanks to a 
generous donation from long-time Plymouth residents Calvin and Char-
lotte Perry. In 2021, a new fountain was built in Kellogg Park, funded by 
a substantial donation from the Jack Wilcox Foundation.  The Kellogg 
Park fountain is one of most recognizable landmarks in Plymouth. 

Prior to 1858, Kellogg Park in downtown Plymouth 
was fenced-in and used for traveling circuses and 
hot air balloon ascensions. The park is named in 
honor of John Kellogg, who was born in 1786, and 
arrived in Plymouth from Palmyra, NY, in 1834. In 
1835, after building a home on today’s Ann Arbor 
Trail, Kellogg purchased several parcels of land in 
the village and  donated some of his properties to 
be used as public parks, including his property in 
the village center. Kellogg Park was called Village 
Green until 1909.   

John Kellogg  
1786–1871 

A commentary published in the Plym-
outh Mail, December 1966, highlight-
ing the value of Plymouth’s historic 
Kellogg Park as an early American 
Tradition. 
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Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
http://www.plymouthhistory.org 
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory 
734-455-8940  Fax: 734-455-7797 
 

Hours 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1-4 PM all days 
Open year round (except some holidays) 
 

Board of Directors 
Kathy Sullivan President 
Stephanie Hoff  Vice President 
Jeff Ashton Secretary 
Jim Burroughs                Treasurer 
Stephen Beltran  Director 
Christian Huffman Director 
Ernie Hughes                          Director 
William Moore  Director 
Mark Salloum Director 
Carol Souchock  Director 
Tim Tingstad Director 
 
  
 

Staff 
Janet Burns Office Manager 
Mike Hoggard Facility Manager 
Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens Executive Director 
Leslie Ryder Education Coordinator 
Mary Thackston Exhibits Coordinator 
Marissa Warren Administrative Assistant 
Pam Yockey Archivist 
Carolyn Zaborsky Cashier/Scheduler 
Maryanne Zavagnin   Museum Store Manager  
 
 
Museum Memo Editor 
Gerry Sabatini  sabatini1983@att.net 
Proofreader—Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Museum Memo is printed four times a year.  

Monthly Drawing  
Lori Hemingway, Pam Piendel, and Mary 

Ann Desjarlais are the respective winners of the 
October, November, and December drawings for 
a $25 gift certificate.  

New Members—Welcome! 
 

Bake Real Estate, Plymouth 
Billie Kelley, Redford 

Fritz Milhaupt, Ann Arbor 
Robert Milhaupt, Ypsilanti 

Schultz & Associates, Plymouth 
Rachel Smokovitz, Plymouth 

Sue Truckly, Plymouth 
D.J. Wiklendt, Livonia 

Douglas Willett, Plymouth 
John Wilson, Plymouth 

The Plymouth Historical Museum is a privately funded 

501(c)3 charitable organization. We receive no govern-

ment funding. We always have a "wish list" of things that 

help us as we work to preserve and share the history of 

Plymouth.  

Here are some of our common purchases to provide in-

spiration: 

•    1 Roll Postage Stamps $58 per  

•    IT/Network support $300 

•    ½ month heating bill $375  

•    ½ month electric bill $475 

•    1 month employee salary $600  

To donate, make your check payable to the Plymouth 

Historical Museum. 

 
Kroger Plus Card Donations 

Thank you to those who have added the Plymouth 
Historical Society to their Kroger Plus Card. The Muse-
um receives a small percentage from any purchases made 
by those who have an up-to-date registration on their 
cards.  

To participate in the program, visit 
 www.krogercommunityrewards.com.  

Click on “Michigan” and click on “Enroll.”  
 
You must have a valid online account at Kroger.com 

to participate.  If you need help, give us a call at 734-455
-8940 ext. 9. We’ll be happy to help you get enrolled. .o 

 

Thank you  

for supporting 

 the Plymouth  

Historical Museum 
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T his has been an interesting 
year, as I’m sure our 
members can attest. The 

Plymouth Historical Museum has 
been open all year, our usual hours 
and event tempo. Student groups 
returned in November, so nearly 
everything is back to normal here. 
Unfortunately, we had to cancel 
our Enchanted Winter Wonderland 
event in early December because 
of low ticket sales. But the 
following weekend we saw Simply 
Dickens perform for the 12th year 
in a row and had the biggest 
audience to date! Thanks to our 
sponsor, Mayflower Towing, for 
helping us bring Simply Dickens 
to the Museum again. 

Fundraising 
Our members and the 

Plymouth Community continue to 
amaze with the level of generosity 
and support that we receive.  

Our annual appeal letter went 
out in September and we told you 
that our fundraising goal this year 
is $19,000. This is being written 

the week of Christmas, and we 
are only $275 shy of that goal! 
You are amazing! On behalf of 
the Museum Board of Directors, I 
would like to whole-heartedly 
thank you for your donations! 

In addition, we are actively 
seeking sponsors for events and 
activities in 2022. The business 
community in and around 
Plymouth is once again stepping 
up and sponsoring some of our 

events, such as the Super Hero 
Encounter advertised below. 
Thanks to Caviston Insurance 
Agency! And again in 2022, 
Tenneco will sponsor a month of 
Free Summer Saturdays! 

If you would like to sponsor an 
event, please contact me at 734-
455-8940 x9 or 
director@plymouthhistory.org. 
We still have plenty of 
opportunities available. 

Bits ‘n Pieces 

By Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens, executive director 

Ticket Sale Dates for Upcoming Events  
 
Date  Event  Members  Public 
Jan 25 Members-only Preview Now 
Feb 26 Super Hero Encounter Now Jan. 3 
Mar 27 From Bloomers to Bikinis Tea Jan. 24 Feb. 7 
Apr 23 Ghosts of Plymouth Walk Feb. 7 Feb. 21 
May 1 Let Down Your Hair Tea Mar. 7 Mar. 21 
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Donations Received  

September – November 2021  Thank You! 

Thank you for the following 
generous donations that were 
received between September and 
November 2021:  

 

The Lincoln ($1,000+ ) 
Chris Huffman 
Richard Raison 
Carol Richmond 
Target 

 
The Starkweather 

($500–$999) 
Sharon Belobraidich 
James Burroughs 
Sally Fedus 
Comfort Keepers 
Cynthia Hartsig 

 
The Penniman ($250–$499) 
Joan Anderson 
Luan Brownlee 
Beverly Butler 
Patricia Carroll 
Will Ensor 
Bee Friedlander 
Mary Fritz 
Hugh Hales 
Lori Hemingway 
Geraldine Kilsdonk 
Horton Plumbing 
William Moore 
Roy Pilkington 
Judy Sameck 
Susan Seelye 
 

The Kellogg ($100–$249) 
Lynn Ader 
Marilyn Alimpich 
Janis Campbell 
Marie-Louise Capote 
John Chudyk 
Ruth Churley-Strom 
Joel Clark 
James Courtney 
Thomas Covington, DDS 
Jan Dersey 
Ruth Dostie 
Joe & Ellen Elliott 
Nancy Finley 

Focal Point Studio 
Teri Fry 
Paula Holmes 
Hank Jallos 
Mary Ellen King 
Bennie Latimer 
Jason Loiselle 
Stephen Marulis 
Menard Premier Builders 
MG Building Company 
Carol Mills 
Judith Morgan 
Ann O’Shaughnessy 
Gregg Packard 
Plymouth Study Group 
Fred Reinhart 
Fred Robinson 
Barbara Ann Rogers 
David Rucinski 
Gerald Sabatini 
Thomas Salapatek 
Win & Susan Schrader 
Simply Fresh Mediterranean Grill 
Kathy Townsend 

 
Under $100 
Carole Alameddine 
Ed Barlage 
Paula Bowman 
John Buglione 
Mary Ann Fielek 
Vickie Krause 
Charles Lauhoff 
Jane Libbing 
Andrea Linn 
Robert Milhaupt 
Eno Miyasato 
Joyce Nicora 
Geraldine Pritchard 
Robert Quattro 
Elsie Mae Trinka 
Ann Wood-Alatalo 
Takeda Yoshido 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsorships 
Red Ryder ($1,500) 
WSDP Radio 
 

Chessie ($1,000) 
Bake Real Estate 

 

Hamilton ($600) 
Rich Realty 
 

Plymouth Ghosts ($500) 
ATS Advisors 
Joe & Ellen Elliott 
C. L. Finlan & Son Insurance 
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home 
 

Family Fun ($300) 
Caviston Insurance Agency 
E & E Manufacturing 

65 Years Ago  
November 1956 
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Plymouth Days Gone By 
Compiled by Gerry Sabatini from the newspaper archives at the  

Plymouth District Library 

80 Years Ago  
December 1941 
Plymouth Mail 

December 8, 1941, the United States 
Congress declared war on 
the Empire of Japan in response to 
Japan’s surprise attack on Pearl 
Harbor. Following the U.S. declara-
tion, Germany and Italy declared 
war on the United States, bringing 
the United States fully into World 
War II. Every man and woman in 
the Plymouth community, between 
the ages of 18 and 65, were called 
upon to register for civilian defense 
duty.   
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70 Years Ago  
November 1951  
Plymouth Mail 

Photo of Kresge store on S. Main Street in downtown Plymouth, circa 1953.  

53 Years Ago  
1968 

At right is a classic photo of the 
1965 Bristol, England, double 
decker bus that was owned by the 
city of Plymouth during the 1980s.  
The bus was used for special 
events and rented for chartered 
services to Tiger Stadium and to 
Greenfield Village. The British 
icon required careful attention 
when the driver was maneuvering 
the bus. The driver seat was on the 
right side of the bus, the passenger 
doors were on the left side facing 
traffic, and the height of the bus 
did not fit under the railroad 
bridge on Ann Arbor Road. Image 
from the Plymouth Historical Mu-
seum archives.   

The reconditioned 1965 Bristol, Eng-
land, double decker bus is parked in 
front of Plymouth City Hall; circa 
1980s.  

41 Years Ago  
1980 

Sam Hudson  
1911–1988 
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60 Years Ago  
November 1961  
Plymouth Mail 

In November 1961, the 
Plymouth Historical So-
ciety held its annual din-
ner. Eight 20-pound tur-
keys were cooked to feed 
200 guests. Jean Cam-
pau, a  popular  column-
ist for the Plymouth 
Mail, featured the event 
in her widely read wom-
en’s column.  

70 Years Ago  
November 1951  
Plymouth Mail 



Friends of the Plymouth Historical Museum  
155 S. Main Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
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Calendar of Events 
Events are at the Museum unless otherwise specified.   
Tickets can be found at http://plymouthhistory.org/events/
upcoming-events/. 
 
January 1 Museum closed—Happy New Year! 
January 9 Last day, “’Twas the Night Before Christ
  mas” special exhibit. 
January 10-25 Museum closed for exhibit changeover. 
January 25 Members-only Preview, 6-8 pm. 
January 26 “Connecting at the Speed of Life” special 
  exhibit opens, honoring 50 years of WSDP. 
  Sponsors: WSDP, Comcast, Joe & Ellen 
  Elliott. 
February 26 Super Hero Encounter, 1-4 pm. Tickets at  
  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/super-hero-
  encounter-tickets-203190045897. Members 
  call Museum to reserve tickets beginning 
  Dec. 20; tickets available to public Jan. 3. 
  Sponsored by Caviston Insurance Agency. 

The Plymouth Historical Museum is the ideal setting 

for wedding, showers, receptions, corporate functions, 

funeral luncheons, and many other events.  Our San-

ford Burr Meeting Room can comfortable seat up to 

100 people and has wireless Internet access.  Prices 

are reasonable, and for an additional fee, rental in-

cludes use of the kitchen.  For information, visit the 

Museum or phone 734-455-8940. 

Rent a Room for Your Next Function 


