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Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
http://www.plymouthhistory.org 
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory 
734-455-8940  Fax: 734-455-7797 
 

Hours 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1-4 PM all days 
Open year round (except some holidays) 
 

Board of Directors 
Tim Tingstad President 
Stephanie Hoff  Vice President 
Margaret Harris Secretary 
Jim Burroughs                Treasurer 
Jeff Ashton  Director 
Stephen Beltran  Director 
Christian Huffman  Director 
Ernie Hughes  Director 
Ivy Orca Lung  Director 
William Moore  Director 
Mark Salloum  Director 
 
 

Staff 
Janet Burns Office Manager 
Lena Hathaway Assistant Archivist 
Mike Hoggard Facility Manager 
Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens Executive Director 
Leslie Ryder Education Coordinator 
Mary Thackston Exhibits Coordinator 
Marissa Warren Administrative Assistant 
Mike Woloszyk  Marketing Director  
Pam Yockey Archivist 
Carolyn Zaborsky Cashier/Scheduler 
Maryanne Zavagnin   Museum Store Manager  
 
 
Museum Memo Editor 
Gerry Sabatini  sabatini1983@att.net 
Proofreader—Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Museum Memo is printed four times a year.  

Monthly Drawing  
Barbara Louie, Jean LaPointe, and Florence 

Chance are the respective winners of the July, 
August, and September drawings for a $25 gift 
certificate.  

New Members—Welcome! 
 

Lynn Beattie, Canton 
Ram Cerda, Westland 

Ron Eisbrenner, Plymouth 
Family Legacy Wealth / Raymond Jones, Plymouth 

B.J. Haire, Plymouth 
Kurt Heise, Plymouth 

International Minute Press, Plymouth 
Jackie Jacobs, Allen Park 

Colleen Janness, Plymouth 
Edward Jones, Plymouth 

Scott Kappler, Detroit 
Elizabeth Lind, Novi 

David Murray, Plymouth 
Diane Murray, Plymouth 
Riegal Ventures, Canton 

Gaurav Sharma, Plymouth 
Carl Schultz, Plymouth 

SME, Plymouth 
Susan Stoney, Plymouth 

Suburban Cadillac of Plymouth, Plymouth 
Susan Tassi, Northville 

The Plymouth Historical Museum is a privately funded 

501(c)3 charitable organization. We receive no govern-

ment funding. We always have a "wish list" of things that 

help us as we work to preserve and share the history of 

Plymouth.  

Here are some of our common purchases to provide in-

spiration: 

•    1 Roll Postage Stamps $58 per  

•    IT/Network support $300 

•    ½ month heating bill $375  

•    ½ month electric bill $475 

•    1 month employee salary $600  

To donate, make your check payable to the Plymouth 

Historical Museum. 

 
Kroger Plus Card Donations 

Thank you to those who have added the Plymouth 
Historical Society to their Kroger Plus Card. The Muse-
um receives a small percentage from any purchases made 
by those who have an up-to-date registration on their 
cards.  

To participate in the program, visit 
www.krogercommunityrewards.com.  

Click on “Michigan” and click on “Enroll.”  
 
You must have a valid online account at Kroger.com 

to participate.  If you need help, give us a call at 734-455
-8940 ext. 9. We’ll be happy to help you get enrolled. .o 

We appreciate your support!   
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W 
e’re spotlighting our 
executive director this issue 
because she will become 

president of the Kiwanis Club of 
Colonial Plymouth at the end of the 
month.  

Liz has held the position of 
executive director for 15½ years. It is 
astounding the Museum was able to 
entice Liz to apply for the position 
because at the time she was running 
three different businesses and still had 
the time to volunteer as archivist at 
the Museum. But after some serious 
discussions with her husband, Marty, 
she accepted the position and never 
looked back. In her own words, she 
said “I love my job” and continually 
finds it inspiring and rewarding. 

In addition to her challenging job 
as executive director, she is also an 
active member of the local Kiwanis 
Club of Colonial Plymouth. To 
understand Liz’s involvement in this 
organization, she will be undertaking 
the position of president at the end of 
September, after working through the 
“chairs” for the past two years. For 
those not familiar with the mission of 
Kiwanis, it is to “serve the children of 
the world.” This very worthwhile 
organization, which Liz has been 
involved in for nine years, raises 
money to help put food on the table 
for children around the world.  

The money you pay for popcorn 
from the popcorn wagon in Kellogg 
Park or the golf outing at Fox Hills 
are just a few ways money is raised 
for this noteworthy non-profit. The 
club recently donated money for a 
protection dog to work at the 
Plymouth-Canton High School 
campus.  

It should also be noted that 
Kiwanis has been very generous to 
the Plymouth Historical Museum 
over the years. Just recently the 
museum received a substantial check 
from the Kiwanis Club to help fund 
one of the Museum’s future projects. 

Liz was born and raised in 
Glenview, Illinois. After a couple 
years of college, Liz’s brother Scott 
convinced her to enlist in the Marine 
Corps. Unknown to Liz at the time, 
this was a life-changing event.  

With a solid background in 
education, the Marine Corps quickly 
recognized the potential in Liz and 
catapulted her through officer’s 
school and allowed her to finish her 
undergraduate degree at the 
University of Texas. When Liz 
retired from the Marines in 1999 
after 20 years, she had two Masters 
degrees under her belt and retired as 
a major with a Public Affairs 
specialty. 

Liz lives in Plymouth with her 
husband and her two beloved 
dachshunds, Zuzu and Coco. Even 
though her life is the Museum, she 
still finds time to make Victorian 
reproduction jewelry that she sells 
online and at occasional shows.  

She is also the author of four 
books, collaborating with the 
executive director at the Penn 
Theatre, Ellen Elliott, on one of them 
titled Plymouth Railroads. You can 

also catch their quarterly columns in 
the local Plymouth Today magazine. 

Since Liz has been the executive 
director at the Museum, it’s not hard 
to see all the improvements and 
enhancements she has introduced.  
But her work and ideas never end. 
The Museum is currently raising 
funds to do a complete update of 
“Main Street” by bringing the 
exhibits into the 21st century with 
video and audio enhancements. 

The people of Plymouth are lucky 
to have such a dedicated and 
enthusiastic director to run the 
Museum. Thank you, Liz! 

Ticket Sale Dates for Upcoming Events  
 
Date  Event  Members  Public 
Oct 14 Things That Go Bump in the Night Now Now 
Oct 22 Plymouth Ghosts Cemetery Walk Now Now 
Nov 15 Members-only Preview Sept 30 
Dec 3 Enchanted Winter Wonderland October 10 October 24 
Dec 9 Simply Dickens October 10 October 24 

Museum Personnel Spotlight 

Elizabeth Kerstens,  

Museum  

Executive Director —Written by Mike Woloszyk  

Santa Claus is rumored to be headed for 
the caboose of the Plymouth Historical 
Museum on the following dates. Admis-
sion is free: 
 
Date Sponsor 
Nov. 26 MI Roots Realty 
Nov. 27 Executive Property Management 
Dec. 4 Compari’s 
Dec. 10 Inch Memorials 
Dec. 11 International Minute Press 
Dec. 17 WSDP 
Dec. 18 WSDP 
Dec. 24 Chris Huffman 



Donations Received  

June – August 2022  Thank You! 

Thank you for the following 
generous donations that were 
received between June and 
August 2022:  
 

The Lincoln ($1,000+ ) 
Plymouth Lions Club 
Gerry Sabatini 
 

The Starkweather 

($500–$999) 
Clark Chapin 
Jack Grant 
 

The Penniman ($250–$499) 
Luke Contos 
Mary Fritz 
 

The Kellogg ($100–$249) 
Andrew Bemish 
Marie Brace 
Vic Comerinsky 
Dr. Robert Gordon 
Don Haislet 
Elizabeth Kerstens 
Kevin Kramer 

 
Under $100 
Pier Bernardi 
Nancy Braden 
Marie-Louise Capote 
Joan Connor 
Jeanne Knopf Deroche 
Lynn Grieger 
Barbara Reed 
Kay Schloff 
Paul Sincock 
Pam Yockey 
Takeda Yoshido 
 

Sponsorships 
Hamilton ($600) 
Kone Americas 

 

Family Fun ($300) 
Chris Huffman 
International Minute Press 
 

Jim Jabara Fundraiser 
Major Sponsor ($2,500) 
Kiwanis Club of Colonial 

Plymouth 

 

Plymouth Benefactor 

Sponsor ($1,000) 
ATS Advisors 
Jim Burroughs 
Canton Community Foundation 
Chris Huffman 
DJL Builders 
Jewels Victoriana 
Tim & Penny Joy 
Plymouth Physical Therapy 

Specialists 
Schultz & Villar Family 
Don Soenen 
Suburban Cadillac of Plymouth 

 

Plymouth Mayor Sponsor 

($500) 
Alphagraphics 
Caviston Insurance Agency 
C. L. Finlan & Son 
D. J. Maltese Construction 
E & E Manufacturing 
Gem Asset Management 
Michael Jabara 
Don Leclair 
Sean O’Callaghan’s 
Patrick O’Neill, Raymond James 
Weast Financial Planning 

 

Plymouth Kiwanis Sponsor 

($250) 
Berkshire Realty 
John Birchler, Edward Jones 
Forest Place Optical 
Kurt Heise 
Scott Kappler 
Ron Lowe 
Mark Riegal 
Carl Schultz 
SME 
Vermeulen-Sajewski Funeral 

Home 
Woods Tax Consulting Services 
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50 Years Ago  
September 1972  

Plymouth Observer 
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A Slice of History, courtesy of Plymouth Today magazine, issue Third Quarter 2022 



I f you never visit the Museum store, you are 
missing out on a real treat. Besides seeing all 
the wonderful items that are for sale, many of 

which are donated, you are also missing out on the 
opportunity to meet one of our store volunteers, 
Judy Sameck. 
 
Judy began volunteering for the Museum six years 
ago, starting out as a guide. Her talent for working 

with people was quickly noticed and was a perfect fit to handle Museum 
store customers. 

 
Judy was born and raised in Dearborn. She attended St. Alphonsus High 

School, completing twelve years of Catholic education. Judy worked for 24 
years for American Express Travel in administration for the district director, 
including working a stint of eight years from home. Prior to American Ex-
press, she was employed with American Airlines at Detroit Metro Airport as 
a ticket and gate agent. Judy may have been the one with the nice smile who 
accepted your flight ticket at the gate. 

 
There’s an interesting story about how Judy met her husband, Dick. A 

group of fellow employees at American Airlines decided to take a trip to 
Russia. Dick, who also worked for American Airlines in New York as a ser-
vice manager, decided to join them. It must have been a real “From Russia 
with Love” episode since Dick and Judy celebrated 47 years of marriage. 

 
Judy has a wide range of hobbies, including biking, gardening and horse-

back riding.  Every couple of weeks, she and her friends go horseback riding 
at Rushlow’s Farms in Romulus. Her favorite horse to ride is named “Dice,” 
one of the many Arabian horses at the farm. Judy mentioned she rides 
“English Style,” which in laymen terms is riding on a small saddle with no 
horn to hold on to. The way you keep astride is using the muscles in your 
legs. 

 
Judy still has items on her bucket list, including learning to fly an air-

plane. She recently was able to cross off one notable item on the list—
parachuting. Judy’s love for flying goes back to childhood and learning to fly 
a plane is a dream I bet she will attain. 

 
So next time you are in our Museum store, be sure to say hi to Judy. 
 

—Written by Mike Woloszyk, Museum marketing director 

Volunteer Spotlight 

Judy Sameck 
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65 Years Ago  
August 1957  

Plymouth Mail 



Volunteer Spotlight 
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I f you recently noticed a familiar 
face around the Museum in a rail-
road engineer hat, that would be 

T.J., a very interesting person who 
you shall see has a very eclectic back-
ground. 

 
T.J. has been more or less a fixture at the Museum ever since the Mu-

seum received the CSX caboose. T.J. was the contractor in charge of the 
renovation of our caboose and continues to embellish the display. 

 
T.J. came to the Museum with the perfect credentials to help with the 

renovation. He has an undergraduate degree from Dennison University in 
Ohio and the University of Galway in Galway, Ireland, and a master’s de-
gree in American transportation from Clemson University. He has also 
been president of the Pere Marquette Historical Society for the last four 
years. His employment history includes six years at the Thomas Edison 
Depot Museum in Port Huron, teaching American History at Baker Col-
lege, and working as a “car knocker” (someone who tests railroad car’s air 
brakes) for Conrail. 

 
Today T.J. keeps busy with his own business, “Streamline Historic 

Services,” which does contract work for museums, producing corporate 
histories, historic research, property background research, historic project 
management, and museum collections rationalization. 

 
The Plymouth Historical Museum is again using T.J.’s services. We 

have a contract with Pere Marquette Historical Society to house its exten-
sive historical collection of photos, documents and employee histories da-
ting back to the early 1900s. T.J. is one of the volunteers sorting this ex-
tensive collection so people can easily research and study the items. In 
addition, T.J. is the contractor for a project in the works to upgrade and 
enhance the Museum’s train depot exhibit on our “Main Street.” 

 
T.J. lives with his wife, Heather, in Port Huron. His son Thomas grad-

uated recently from the University of Michigan and is currently doing an 
internship at our Museum. T.J.’s daughter, Phoebe, attends an interior de-
sign college in Cincinnati.  

 
It’s amazing T.J. finds time to relax with his hobbies, which include 

sailboat racing, collecting antique boats and restoring classic cars. One of 
his most recent projects was restoring a Ford Model A with his son, Thom-
as. 

If you ever have a question about the railroad history of Plymouth, I 
am sure T.J. will have the right answer. 

 
—Written by Mike Woloszyk, Museum marketing director 

Thomas “T.J.” Gaffney 

On September 14, 1968, at Tiger Sta-
dium, Detroit Tiger Denny McLain 
became the first major league pitcher 
in 34 years to win 30 games in a sea-
son. Trailing the Oakland A’s 4-3 in 
the bottom of the ninth, Detroit 
scored two runs for a 5-4 victory. 
Willie Horton hit a line drive single, 
scoring Mickey Stanley with the win-
ning run, and securing McLain’s 
place in baseball history. In the bot-
tom of the fourth inning, the thunder-
ous roar of the crowd shook the old 
ballpark when Norm Cash launched 
a three-run homer! McLain complet-
ed the ‘68 season with a 31–6 record. 
Since McLain's 31-win season, only 
two pitchers have approached the 30-
game milestone: Steve Carlton won 
27 games in 1972, and Bob 
Welch won 27 games in 1990.  

54 Years Ago  
September 1968 

65 Years Ago  
August 1957  

Plymouth Mail 

Volunteers Make a Difference! 



65 Years Ago September 1957  
Plymouth Mail 

Plymouth Days Gone By 
Compiled by Gerry Sabatini from the newspaper archives at the  

Plymouth District Library 

80 Years Ago  
September 1942  
Plymouth Mail 

Major Cass S. Hough   
1942 

Cass S. Hough (1904-
1990), son of Edward C. 
Hough, succeeded his fa-
ther in 1959 as president of 
the Daisy Air Rifle Compa-
ny. Cass was with Daisy 
for 50 years, joining his 
father in 1926. Cass served 
in World War II as a fight-
er pilot. In 1940, he set a 
world record for flight, 
traveling faster than the 
speed of sound during a 
test dive maneuver. The test 
flight provided invaluable 
technical information for 
the Allies. After WWII, 
Cass served as chairman of 
the Michigan Aeronautics 
Commission. Col. Cass 
Hough is enshrined in the 
Aviation Hall of Fame. In 
1976, Cass authored the 
book It’s a Daisy, telling 
the detailed story of the 
Daisy Manufacturing Com-
pany.  
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The C&O commuter train, the Sportsman, 
derived its name from the connection to 
Michigan resorts served by the Pere Mar-
quette Railroad. In 1971, C&O discontin-
ued train passenger service in Plymouth.  



 

55 Years Ago  
December 1967  
Plymouth Mail 
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75 Years Ago  
September 1947 
Plymouth Mail 

75 Years Ago September 1947 

September 1947 

60 Years Ago  
September 1962  
Plymouth Mail 

60 Years Ago 1962  



60 Years Ago  
September 1962  
Plymouth Mail 
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Friends of the Plymouth Historical Museum  
155 S. Main Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
 
Return Service Requested 

Non-Profit Org 
U. S. Postage 
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Calendar of Events 
Events are at the Museum unless otherwise specified.   
Tickets can be found at http://plymouthhistory.org/events/. 
October 

14—Things That Go Bump in the Night, 6-8 pm. 
Tickets on sale now at plymouthhistory.org/events. 

 Sponsored by Rockit Digital Marketing. 
22—Plymouth Ghosts Cemetery Walk, 4-9 pm.  
 Tickets on sale now at plymouthhistory.org/events. 
 Sponsored by Schrader-Howell Funeral Home. 
November 

6—Last day of special exhibit, “Let Freedom Ring.” 
15—“A Red Ryder Christmas Story” Members-

only Preview. Tickets available beginning Sep. 
30. 

16—“A Red Ryder Christmas Story” special exhibit 
opens. Sponsored by O’Donnell Electric. 

26 & 27—Santa in the Caboose. Free. Sponsored by MI 
Roots Realty and Executive Property Management. 

The 1970s was a decade filled with drama and 
intrigue.  Explore Plymouth in the 1970s in 
depth by visiting our exhibit, "Let Freedom 
Ring." The special exhibit is on display at the 
Museum until November 6, 2022.  

The exhibit is sponsored by  
Community Financial Credit Union 


