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Cass S. Hough (1904-1990), son of 
Edward C. Hough, succeeded his fa-
ther in 1959 as president of the Daisy 
Air Rifle Company. Cass was with Dai-
sy for 50 years, joining his father in 
1926. Cass served in World War II as a 
fighter pilot. In 1940, he set a world 
record for flight, traveling faster than 
the speed of sound during a test dive 
maneuver. Col. Cass Hough is en-
shrined in the Aviation Hall of Fame. 
In 1976 Cass authored the book It’s a 
Daisy, detailing the story of the Daisy 
Manufacturing Company.  
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Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
http://www.plymouthhistory.org 
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory 
734-455-8940  Fax: 734-455-7797 
 

Hours 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1-4 PM all days 
Open year round (except some holidays) 
 

Board of Directors 
Tim Tingstad President 
Stephanie Hoff  Vice President 
Margaret Harris Secretary 
Jim Burroughs                Treasurer 
Jeff Ashton  Director 
Stephen Beltran  Director 
Christian Huffman  Director 
Ernie Hughes  Director 
Ivy Orca Lung  Director 
William Moore  Director 
Mark Salloum  Director 
 
 

Staff 
Janet Burns Office Manager 
Lena Hathaway Assistant Archivist 
Mike Hoggard Facility Manager 
Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens Executive Director 
Leslie Ryder Education Coordinator 
Mary Thackston Exhibits Coordinator 
Marissa Warren Administrative Assistant 
Mike Woloszyk  Marketing Director  
Pam Yockey Archivist 
Carolyn Zaborsky Cashier/Scheduler 
Maryanne Zavagnin   Museum Store Manager  
 
 
Museum Memo Editor 
Gerry Sabatini  sabatini1983@att.net 
Proofreader—Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Museum Memo is printed four times a year.  

Monthly Drawing  
Courtney Muzzin, BJ Haire, and Barbara 

Rogers are the respective winners of the October, 
November, and December drawings for a $25 
gift certificate.  

New Members—Welcome! 
 

Chelsea Brodfuehrer, Plymouth 
Brian Gapske, Livonia 

Julie Hathaway, Ann Arbor 
Scott LaPointe, Belmont 

Kimberly Roth, South Lyon  
Richard Schubatis, Plymouth 

Pamela Stopper, Plymouth 

The Plymouth Historical Museum is a privately funded 

501(c)3 charitable organization. We receive no govern-

ment funding. We always have a "wish list" of things that 

help us as we work to preserve and share the history of 

Plymouth.  

Here are some of our common purchases to provide in-

spiration: 

•    1 Roll Postage Stamps $60 per  

•    IT/Network support $300 

•    ½ month heating bill $375  

•    ½ month electric bill $475 

•    1 month employee salary $600  

To donate, make your check payable to the Plymouth 

Historical Museum. 

 
Kroger Plus Card Donations 

Thank you to those who have added the Plymouth 
Historical Society to their Kroger Plus Card. The Muse-
um receives a small percentage from any purchases made 
by those who have an up-to-date registration on their 
cards.  

To participate in the program, visit 
www.krogercommunityrewards.com.  

Click on “Michigan” and click on “Enroll.”  
 
You must have a valid online account at Kroger.com 

to participate.  If you need help, give us a call at 734-455
-8940 ext. 9. We’ll be happy to help you get enrolled. .o 

 

Museum Closed 

Christmas Day  

December 25  

&  

New Year’s DaY  

January 1 

We appreciate your support! 
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W 
e’re going to be doing a bit of 
work at the Plymouth 
Historical Museum in 

January. The projects we have 
scheduled are going to require the 
Museum to be closed January 9 to 
February 7.  

First up, we’re getting new carpet 
in the office spaces. The current 
carpet is about 22 years old and has 
seen better days. So, we have to move 
everything out of the offices into the 
open area by the Victorian rooms so 
the carpet can get installed. And yes, 
if you’re wondering, we will need 
boxes and assistance moving stuff out 
and back if you’re so inclined to help 
the week of January 9. If so, contact 
Janet Burns, volunteer coordinator, at 
734-455-8940 x105. 

 
Train Depot Remodel 

Some may not realize that most 
of the Main Street area of the 
Museum was built in the 1970s. Our 
goal is to do a major facelift of the 
Main Street shops over the next few 
years, as funding allows. Part of the 
upgrade is enhancing the exhibit 
spaces with modern technology, as 
appropriate and in keeping with the 
look and feel of the current exhibit 
spaces.  

The first major remodel will be 
the Pere Marquette train depot 
pictured here. We have exciting plans 
for this space, including moving the 
front wall out and opening up the 
exhibit for visitors to walk inside. Our 
goal is to make the new exhibit look 
and feel like a 1920s train depot. 

We’re working closely with several 
contractors, including Stella 
Contracting, AFP Sound Systems, 
and Highway Media, along with our 
overall project coordinator T.J. 
Gaffney of Streamline Historic 
Services. T.J. was our contractor on 
the caboose project.  

I don’t want to give away too 
many details at this point, but look 
forward to some very cool video and 
interactive components.  

We’re hoping this remodel is 
done in time to showcase the new 
depot during the Members-only  
Wine and Appetizer Reception on 
Tuesday, February 8. Be sure to sign 
up when we send out the invitations! 

Breaking News: This project is 
being funded by a $65,000 grant 
from the Margaret Dunning 
Foundation! Margaret was the 
Museum’s benefactor, donating the 
money to build the current building 
and addition! 

More Pere Marquette Archives 
We have received another truck 

load of archival documents that 
pertain to the Pere Marquette 
Railroad—90 boxes to be exact. 
These documents are part of the Pere 
Marquette Historical Society 
collection that is now housed at the 
Museum. The archives staff and 
volunteers will be busy over the 
coming weeks incorporating the 
documents into the collection. 

 
Snapshots of Plymouth 

When the Museum reopens on 
February 9, we will be featuring our 
new special exhibit “Snapshots of 
Plymouth.” This exhibit will feature 
some of our favorite vignettes that 
we’ve created over the years, along 
with new Plymouth spotlights 
destined to become new favorites. 
We’re so proud of Plymouth and want 
to showcase it whenever we can! 

Ticket Sale Dates for Upcoming Events  
 
Date  Event  Members  Public 
Feb. 7 Members-only Reception Jan. 2 
Feb. 11 Presidential Encounters Jan. 2 Jan. 16 
March 12 Tea Jan. 23 Feb. 6 
April 22 Ghosts of Plymouth Walk Feb. 13 Feb. 27 

Bits ‘n Pieces 

By Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens, executive director 



Donations Received  

September – November 2022  Thank You! 

Thank you for the following 
generous donations that were 
received between September 
and November 2022:  
 

The Dunning ($2,500+) 
Kiwanis Club of Colonial 

Plymouth 
Mark & Patty Malcolm 
 

The Lincoln ($1,000-$2,499) 
Luan Brownlee 
Jim Burroughs 
Clark Chapin 
Cynthia Hartsig 
Linda Manchester 
Pere Marquette Historical Society 
 

The Starkweather 

($500–$999) 
Penny Joy 
Brian Kidston 
Geraldine Kilsdonk 
William Lawton 
Mayflower Towing 
 

The Penniman ($250–$499) 
Community Financial Credit 

Union 
Mary Fritz 
Glassline Inc. 
Richard Lane 
Roy Pilkington 
 

The Kellogg ($100–$249) 
Carole Alameddine 
Joan Anderson 
Ann Arbor Financial 
Scott Bowlick 
Marie-Louise Capote 
John Chudyk 
Toni Hartke 
Hidden Cove Estates 
Paula Holmes 
Horton Plumbing 
Husky Professional Painting 
John Kurtz 
John Marshall 
Stephen Marulis 

MG Building Company 
Carol Mills 
William Moore 
Gregg Packard 
Barbara Rogers 
David Rucinski 
Win & Susan Schrader 
Gerald Sweet 
Cathy Webster 
 

Under $100 
Ed Barlage 
Dhake Industries 
Karen Gizzi 
John Krieman 
Jean LaPointe 
Bob McCaffrey 
Robert Milhaupt 
Jay Nussel 
Geraldine Pritchard 
Veralou Scott 
Elsie Mae Trinka 
Takeda Yoshido 
 

Sponsorships 
Red Ryder ($1,500) 
O’Donnell Electric 
 

Hamilton ($600) 
Bank of Ann Arbor 
WSDP 
 

Plymouth Ghosts ($500) 
ATS Advisors 
 

Mary Todd ($400) 
Bank of Ann Arbor 
 

Family Fun ($300) 
Executive Property Maintenance 
Luna Tech 3D 
 

Archives Upgrade 
The Starkweather 

($500–$999) 
Fritz Milhaupt 
 

The Kellogg ($100–$249)
Louis Christensen 
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80 Years Ago  
October 1942  
Plymouth Mail 
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A Slice of History, courtesy of Plymouth Today magazine, 
issue Fourth Quarter 2022 

By Elizabeth Kerstens and Ellen Elliott 



S ome of the unsung volunteers at the 
Museum include the Archive staff. 
They are the people who document 

and protect thousands of records for pos-
terity.  One of the new, hardworking vol-
unteers is Alex Downie, who has been 
onboard with the Museum for just a few 
short weeks. 
 

A resident of Taylor, Alex achieved a Bachelor’s degree in Historic 
Preservation from Eastern Michigan University and is volunteering at the 
Museum to obtain some work experience. He is devoting his time to the Mu-
seum’s recent loan of thousands of historical records from the Pere Mar-
quette Historical Society.  

The area that really captures Alex’s interest is the records for the Pere 
Marquette train #1225, which was used as the model for the popular Christ-
mas movie Polar Express. It is interesting to note that the producers of the 
movie decided to use this particular train, found in Michigan, after searching 
around the country because of the model’s number 1225 and its relation to 
the date of Christmas. One of the producers of the movie was quoted as say-
ing, “It just brought the story to life.” 

Once Alex gets his archival experience under his belt, his plan is to earn 
a Masters of Library Science in graduate school, hopefully at U of M Dear-
born or Wayne State University. 

Of personal note, Alex loves to watch western movies and vacation as 
much as possible. He recently took a cruise to the Bahamas, Grand Turk 
Islands and the Dominican Republic. One of his most memorable visits was 
to the Criminal History Museum in the Dominican Republic. Another favor-
ite vacation spot for Alex is Scotland, where his grandparents and father 
were born. Alex mentioned that if you are in Scotland, be sure to visit the 
William Wallace Monument and the Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum 
in Glasgow. 

Keep in mind that the Archive is open to the public for free to members 
and for a small fee if you want to research Plymouth history in old docu-
ments, maps, photos and news articles. I am sure that Alex will be glad to 
lend you a hand. 

 
—Written by Mike Woloszyk, Museum marketing director 

Volunteer Spotlight 

Alex Downie 
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80 Years Ago  
November 1942  
Plymouth Mail 

New volunteers are always welcome  
at the Plymouth Historical Museum! 



Volunteer Spotlight 
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T he Plymouth Historical Museum 
is unique in that several new ex-
hibits are displayed every year. 

One of those very important but behind-
the-scenes volunteers who helps make 
those elaborate exhibits possible is Marie
-Louise Capote. 

Marie-Louise came onboard as an 
exhibits helper one year ago. She has 
collected antiques for many years and it 
was very fitting for her to volunteer at 
the Museum to work with the things she 
loves. In fact, she continues to donate many items to the Museum, including 
period objects and clothing. 

Born and raised in Dearborn, Marie-Louise grew up as an only child 
with parents who loved collecting antiques. She has lived in Plymouth for 
32 years with her husband Bal.  Prior to Plymouth, they lived in Northville 
for eight years in a “Bruce Turnbull” home on Fairbrook that was more than 
100 years old. The Capotes have two children, Heather and Gregory. 
Heather is a teacher in the Down River area.  

Marie-Louise has a teaching background, achieving her Master’s degree 
at Eastern Michigan University. She taught first grade in Livonia Public 
Schools and taught preschool and kindergarten at St. Paul Lutheran School 
in Northville. She also spent years as a substitute teacher. 

Her interests include theater acting and music. She is accomplished on 
the piano and flute and her theater background includes acting in plays at 
the Schoolcraft Dinner Theater. Marie-Louise mentioned acting runs in the 
family -- she had an aunt who was well known for her Shakespearean per-
formances.  Also, Marie-Louise sings in the Scandia Chorus and has been a 
board member on the Swedish Club of SW Detroit for 15 years. 

Marie-Louise loves volunteering at the Museum because the historical 
environment fits in well with her love for antiques. The Museum is very 
lucky to have her many talents. 

 
 

—Written by Mike Woloszyk, Museum marketing director 

Marie-Louise Capote 

80 Years Ago  
November 1942  
Plymouth Mail 

75 Years Ago  
October 1947 
Plymouth Mail 

The Plymouth Historical Museum owes its success 
to the efforts of its dedicated volunteers.  

Thank You Volunteers!  
Volunteers Make a Difference! 



Plymouth Days Gone By 
Compiled by Gerry Sabatini from the newspaper archives at the  

Plymouth District Library 

65 Years Ago  
November 1957  
Plymouth Mail 
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Keys for a new Ford Edsel sedan were 
turned over to twin brothers, winners of 
a contest sponsored by Stop & Shop 
Supermarket in Plymouth. Ernest Miller, 
who is shown sitting in the car, and his 
brother, Harry Miller, received the keys 
from Plymouth Mail publisher, Paul 
Chandler. Ernest, who did most of the 
calculations to submit the correct num-
ber of 2,382 Jello boxes in a shopping 
basket, took possession of the car.  

Penniman-Allen Theatre 
Photo, circa 1920s. 

Plymouth entrepreneur and socialite, 
Kate Penniman Allen, opened the Pen-
niman-Allen Theatre on Penniman Ave-
nue in 1918. In 1922, a controversy de-
veloped when Allen announced, to the 
chagrin of churchgoers, the theater 
would show movies on Sundays, in addi-
tion to weekdays. Allen was successful 
with her plan to show Sunday movies 
after a  majority of Plymouth residents 
supported her decision. The popular 
theater organ was installed in 1926 at a 
great cost of $13,000, entirely finance by 
Allen. After the end of the silent movie 
era, and with the declining use of the 
theater’s orchestra pit, the bellowing 
musical tones of the organ ultimately 
went silent. The theater organ was re-
moved in 1957, and in 1967, the theater 
finally closed because of the high costs 
of badly needed renovations. Sadly, to 
Plymouth historians and past patrons 
who held cherished memories of the the-
ater, a serious fire destroyed the build-
ing in 1968. 
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60 Years Ago  
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A view of the old city hall across from the intersection of 
Main and Church Streets, circa 1960. The old city hall, built 
in 1880, was razed in 1964 and replaced with the current 
colonial-style building. The building to the right is the for-
mer Christian Science Church, built in 1903.     

An architectural drawing of the proposed new Plymouth 
City Hall, located adjacent to the Dunning-Hough Library 
on Main Street. October 1962. 

60 Years Ago  
December 1962 
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80 Years Ago  
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The USS Wasp (CV-7), a United States Navy aircraft 
carrier, was initially deployed in the Atlantic campaign. 
After supporting the occupation of Iceland in 1941, the 
Wasp joined the British Home Fleet in April 1942. The 
Wasp was then transferred to the Pacific fleet in June 
1942 to replace carrier losses at the battles of the Coral 
Sea and Midway. On September 15, 1942, while escort-
ing transport ships carrying U.S. Marines to Guadalca-
nal, the Wasp was hit by three torpedoes from a Japa-
nese submarine. The resulting damage set off several 
explosions, destroyed her water-mains and knocked out 
the ship's power, sinking the doomed aircraft carrier.  

The United States Navy aircraft carrier, the USS Wasp (CV
-7), was commissioned in 1940, and tragically sunk on 
September 15, 1942, when stuck by three torpedoes from a 
Japanese submarine. 

In October 1942, a few weeks after the disaster, three 
young men from Plymouth, who were Navy sailors 
aboard the USS Wasp, and survived the ship’s sinking, 
were given permission to return home, with strict orders 
not to say a word about the loss of the aircraft carrier 
until the news was released by government officials in 
Washington, D.C. So secretive were the young men that 
they didn’t even tell their parents about their traumatic 
experience and why they were home. After the tragic 
news was officially announced, the three sailors were 
invited to speak at the Plymouth War Bond Auction, held 
at the Penn Theatre on October 31, 1942, to describe 
their harrowing escape from the burning and sinking 
ship, and their life saving rescue. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aircraft_carrier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aircraft_carrier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Invasion_of_Iceland#United_States_occupation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Home_Fleet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Coral_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Coral_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Midway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Submarine
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75 Years Ago  
October 1947 
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Plymouth 12 - Wayne 6 

 

Plymouth 50 - Northville 0 

75 Years Ago  
November 1947 
Plymouth Mail 



Friends of the Plymouth Historical Museum  
155 S. Main Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
 
Return Service Requested 

Non-Profit Org 
U. S. Postage 

PAID 
Plymouth, MI. 
Permit No. 111 

Calendar of Events 
Events are at the Museum unless otherwise 
specified. Tickets can be found at http://
plymouthhistory.org/events/. 
 
December 25—Museum closed. Merry 

Christmas! 
 
January 1—Museum closed. Happy New Year! 
January 8—Last day of “A Red Ryder 

Christmas Story.” 
January 9-February 7—Museum closed for 

maintenance and exhibit changeover. 
 
February 7—Members-only Wine and Appetizer 

Reception for “Snapshots of Plymouth.” 
February 8—New special exhibit opens 

“Snapshots of Plymouth.” 
February 11—“Presidential Encounters,” 6-8 

pm.  Tickets $15; on sale to members January 
2, 2023; on sale to the public January 16, 
2023. Meet U.S. presidents and hear some of 
their secrets. A Plymouth Living History 
Troupe event. 

 

Museum Hours   A Fun-filled Exhibit 
On display until  

     January 8, 2023     

The exhibit is based on the beloved 
Christmas movie A Christmas Story and 
includes vignettes of scenes from the mov-
ie. The Red Ryder BB guns were originally 
sold by Daisy Manufacturing Company of 
Plymouth. The exhibit is sponsored by 
O’Donnell Electric. 


