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Shown here in 1956 at the Daisy office in Plymouth are (left) 
Cass Hough (1904-1990), (center) Edward C. Hough (1872-
1959), and Charles Bennett (1863-1956). 

Edward Cass Hough (1872-1959) was 
hired as a bookkeeper for the Plymouth 
Iron Windmill Company in 1893.  He 
was the son of Lewis Cass Hough, who 
was president of the company.  In 1895, 
PIWC changed its name to Daisy Manu-
facturing Company.  Edward worked for 
PIWC and then Daisy Manufacturing for 
66 years.  Edward, like his father, in-
stilled a strong work ethic and civic re-
sponsibility.  In 1901, he was appointed 
treasurer, and in 1915 became vice pres-
ident.  Under his leadership, he helped 
put Daisy and Plymouth on the global 
map. 

Edward C. Hough   
1872-1959 

Photo circa 1890s 
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Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
http://www.plymouthhistory.org 
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory 
734-455-8940  Fax: 734-455-7797 
 

Hours 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1-4 PM all days 
Open year round (except some holidays) 
 

Board of Directors 
Tim Tingstad President 
Stephanie Hoff  Vice President 
Margaret Harris Secretary 
Jim Burroughs                Treasurer 
Jeff Ashton  Director 
Stephen Beltran  Director 
Christian Huffman  Director 
Ernie Hughes  Director 
Ivy Orca Lung  Director 
William Moore  Director 
Mark Salloum  Director 
 
 

Staff 
Janet Burns Office Manager 
Lena Hathaway Assistant Archivist 
Mike Hoggard Facility Manager 
Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens Executive Director 
Leslie Ryder Education Coordinator 
Mary Thackston Exhibits Coordinator 
Marissa Warren Administrative Assistant 
Mike Woloszyk  Marketing Director  
Pam Yockey Archivist 
Carolyn Zaborsky Cashier/Scheduler 
Maryanne Zavagnin   Museum Store Manager  
 
 
Museum Memo Editor 
Gerry Sabatini  sabatini1983@att.net 
Proofreader—Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Museum Memo is printed four times a year.  

Monthly Drawing  
Pam Piendel, Cindi Willard, and Christy 

Haradean are the respective winners of the 
January, February, and March drawings for a $25 
gift certificate.  

New Members—Welcome! 
 

Fabian Beltran, Ann Arbor 
Jana Beltran, Ann Arbor 

Linda Beney, Livonia  
Alex Breitmeyer, Plymouth  

Lynda Bunyea Poet, Manchester 
Brittany Calhoun, Canton 

Nancy Hearn, Novi  
Melissa Henderson, Plymouth  

Richard Herbert, Plymouth  
Mary Ann Hoffman, Plymouth  

Hayley Hoffman, Plymouth 
Christopher Kiser, Canton 
Sheree Lowery, Northville 

John Mallie, Livonia 
Tracey Muoio, Plymouth 

Lisa Peck, Plymouth  
Gary Pierce, Bingham Farms 

Maureen Schneider, Plymouth  
Timothy Strzalkowski, Redford 

Jerry Wargo, Northville  
Stase Wendland, Canton 
Billy Wright, Plymouth 

The Plymouth Historical Museum is a privately funded 

501(c)3 charitable organization. We receive no govern-

ment funding. We always have a "wish list" of things that 

help us as we work to preserve and share the history of 

Plymouth.  

Here are some of our common purchases to provide in-

spiration: 

•    1 Roll Postage Stamps $60 per  

•    IT/Network support $500 

•    ½ month heating bill $375  

•    ½ month electric bill $475 

•    1 month employee salary $600  

To donate, make your check payable to the Plymouth 

Historical Museum. 

 
Kroger Plus Card Donations 

Thank you to those who have added the Plymouth His-
torical Society to their Kroger Plus Card. The Museum re-
ceives a small percentage from any purchases made by those 
who have an up-to-date registration on their cards.  

To participate in the program, visit 
www.krogercommunityrewards.com.  

Click on “Michigan” and click on “Enroll.”  
 
You must have a valid online account at Kroger.com to 

participate.  If you need help, give us a call at 734-455-8940 
ext. 9. We’ll be happy to help you get enrolled. . 

We appreciate your support! 
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Most of the work is done on 
the train depot exhibit upgrade! 
We are so excited with the new 
look and feel of our  surround-
sound exhibit. 

We will have an open house 
at the Museum on Sunday, 
April 30 so everyone can see 
the incredible work done by our 
project director and our 
contractors.  

We are indebted to the 
Margaret Dunning Foundation 
for financial support for this. 

Bits ‘n Pieces 

By Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens, executive director 

Ticket Sale Dates for Upcoming Events  
 

Date  Event  Members  Public 
April 22 Ghosts of Plymouth Walk Now Now 
May 13 Frozen Princess Tea Now March 27 
June 24 Death by Chocolate Murder Mystery April 10 April 24 
Aug. 13 Superhero Ice Cream Social June 12 June 26 



Donations Received  

December 2022 – February 2023  Thank You! 

Thank you for the following 
generous donations that were 
received between December 2022 
and February 2023:  

 

The Dunning ($2,500+) 

George Thompson 
 

The Lincoln ($1,000-$2,499) 

Marlene Donoghue 
 

The Starkweather 

($500–$999) 

Sally Fedus 
Rita Furdak 
 

The Penniman ($250–$499) 

Hugh Hales 
Roman Krzyzanowski 
 

The Kellogg ($100–$249) 

Ruth Dostie 
Ellen Elliott 
Joe Gentilcore 
Lori Hemingway 
Nancy Navarre 
Fred Robinson 
 

Under $100 

Janet Burns 
Beverly Butler 
Ruth Churley-Strom 
Grace Colter 
Sue Marie Klimek 
Toni Lattimer 
Kent Lewis 
Joyce Nicora 
Karen Southworth 
Ann Wood-Alatalo 
Takeda Yoshido 
 

Sponsorships 
Interurban ($2,500) 

Community Financial Credit 
Union 

Mayflower ($2,500) 

Varnum, LLP 
Anonymous & Joe & Ellen 

Elliott 
 

Plymouth Fair ($2,000) 

Blackwell Ford 
 
Hamilton ($600) 

Alphagraphics 
Hock Family Dentistry 
 

Plymouth Ghosts ($500) 

C. L. Finlan & Son 
Insurance 

Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home 

 

Mary Todd ($400) 

Greko Printing 
 
Family Fun ($300) 

Aznavorian & Mily Families 
Caviston Agency 
Comcast Heartland Region 

(sponsoring 3 events) 
Comparis Restaurant 
D. J. Maltese Construction 
Hines Park Lincoln 
Inch Memorials 
Rockit Media 
 

Archives Upgrade 
The Lincoln ($1,000-

$2,499) 

Bob Bake 
 

The Kellogg ($100–$249) 

David Jakubiec 
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85 Years Ago  
February 1938  
Plymouth Mail 

85 Years Ago  
February 1938  
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A Slice of History, courtesy of Plymouth 
Today magazine, issue First Quarter 2023 

By Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens 

and Ellen Elliott 

The fire at Bode’s (left) in 1968. The aftermath (right) of the Plymouth High 
School fire in 1916. 

The bucket brigade (left) from the 1893 fire. The Volunteer Fire Department (right) in 1895 after it was formed. 



M ike has been a very active volunteer 
guide for the Museum for the last 
eight years. When you visit the Mu-

seum, you can spot Mike in our popular 
Lincoln Room, sharing his extensive 
knowledge on the life of President Abraham 
Lincoln with our Museum guests. 
Mike was born and raised on the northwest 
side of Detroit in the Rosedale Park area. 

His family moved to Bloomfield Hills when Mike was in the third grade; he 
graduated from Bloomfield Hills High School. He finished his education as 
a Michigan State University graduate. 

Mike has an extensive and interesting work history. He started his career 
selling motorcycle parts in a store on Telegraph Road in Bloomfield Hills 
and spent time as a business manager for a commercial film production 
company. He also owned a Kohler distributorship selling commercial-size 
generators to businesses in the Midwest.  

Mike and his wife Sally will be celebrating their 50th wedding anniver-
sary this year. They plan on getting together with their two daughters, Lind-
sey and Kristen, their husbands and four grandchildren. The celebration will 
be in Charlevoix, Michigan. 

Mike’s passion is gardening; he is the proud owner of 300 square feet of 
perennial beds. When he is not caring for his extensive garden, Mike is an 
avid reader, enjoying historical fiction, spy novels from the Cold War and 
reading about England during the Middle Ages. Other books of interest are 
anything relating to our founding fathers and the French and Indian War.  

When you bump into Mike in the Museum, he will be more than happy 
to “bend your ear” on current affairs. Mike admits to being a political news 
“junkie.” 

Our Museum is very lucky to have the longtime volunteer services of 
Mike Janz. 

 
—Written by Mike Woloszyk, Museum marketing director 

Volunteer Spotlight 

Mike Janz 
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80 Years Ago  
February 1943  
Plymouth Mail 

Saturday, April 22, 2023 The Ghosts of Plymouth Walk 
The walks begin at 4 p.m.  

and leave every 15 minutes,  
circling Old Village  

and lasting up to 90 minutes. 
Participants should meet at  

the gazebo on Farmer Street,  
between Mill and Starkweather. 

The Plymouth Historical Museum presents historic figures from 
Plymouth’s past. 
 
Tickets are $15 in advance, $20 per person day of the Ghost Walk. 
Groups of 8 or more should contact the Plymouth Historical  
Museum for a group rate of $12 per ticket.  
Call 734-455-8940 x0 for more information.   
 
The Ghosts of Plymouth Walk is sponsored by ATS Advisors. 

Purchase tickets at the 
Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 S. Main Street, Plymouth 

734-455-8940 

Thank You Volunteers!  Volunteers Make a Difference! 



Museum Personnel Spotlight 

MUSEUM MEMO 7 

N ormally, we like to highlight our volunteers at 
the Museum. So, for a change of pace, we de-
cided to focus on one of our very capable Mu-

seum employees. 
Carolyn is that lovely and friendly person at the front 
desk who greets guests and collects admission from 
those entering the Museum. As our “Greeter and 
Scheduler,” it’s important that Museum visitors start 
with a positive impression, and Carolyn has been 

fitting that bill for the last four years. Her other responsibility is scheduling 
our guides, which can sometimes be a daunting exercise, since we are fre-
quently on the short list for people. 

Speaking of guides, she originally came to the Museum as a volunteer 
guide back in 2017 when she noticed our marquee on the street advertising 
for volunteer help (which we always need).  

Carolyn is originally from West Virginia and proudly claims to be a 
“country farm girl.” She moved to the Plymouth area many years ago and 
has been a long-time Plymouth and Ann Arbor resident. She has a very in-
teresting work history that includes years of experience at Kroger’s doing 
secretary work while attending college pursuing her bachelor’s degree. Ma-
joring in business, communications and psychology, she was able to secure 
a job with E.F. Hutton and Masco in a management position. After she re-
tired from Masco and began volunteering at our Museum, she did not leave 
her ties with Masco far behind. She was able to team up with her fellow em-
ployees from Masco who are guides at the Museum: Ken West and B.J. 
Haire. It’s a small world! 

Carolyn has three children who mostly remained in the Plymouth area. 
She is also blessed with six grandchildren, ages four to 33. 

Carolyn is an avid American history reader and loves to go to the gym 
for her yoga exercises. She is also an active participant in the “Fun Club.” 
This is a group of her long-time fellow Kroger workers who get together 
from time to time taking trips around the country and going to tapings of TV 
shows. 

Next time you come and visit the Museum, be sure to say “Hi” to that 
smiling face behind the desk. 

 
—Written by Mike Woloszyk, Museum marketing director 

Carolyn Zaborsky 

75 Years Ago  
February 1948  
Plymouth Mail 

65 Years Ago  
January 1958 



Plymouth Days Gone By 
Compiled by Gerry Sabatini from the newspaper archives  

at the Plymouth District Library 
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78 Years Ago  
March 1945  

Plymouth Mail 

Elton R. Eaton  
Editor & Publisher  

Plymouth Mail 

Fred D. Schrader   
1875-1945 
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Candidates for the Plymouth Historical Museum Board 

May 2023 Board Elections 

T his year, the Museum will be mailing out ballots to 
all members within the next couple of weeks. We 
must have at least 5 percent of the active member-

ship casting ballots, according to our Bylaws.   
As a member, you have a right to vote, so please re-

turn your ballot in the envelope provided, before the 
deadline, so you can elect your next Board of Directors. 
Your participation is appreciated! 

Nominations for Board of Director candidates , 
according to the bylaws: 

 
“Candidates must be members in good standing of the 
Society on or by the deadline for nominations and main-
tain their membership throughout their term.  
 
“Employees and immediate family members of employees 
and the then acting Directors may not serve as Directors. 
 
“Members may not be nominated for office unless they 
have given their consent and agree to serve if elected.” 

Kathy Sullivan is pleased to be  
a candidate for the museum 
board of directors. She previous-
ly served two terms on the board 
holding the positions of secretary 
and then president. She has a 
Master’s degree in Library and 
Information Science from Wayne 
State and worked as a librarian 
until making the decision to be a 
stay at home mom to her (now 
adult) son and daughter.  In addi-

tion to history, her interests include reading, photography, 
gardening, and trying to improve her golf game. When 
they aren’t golfing, she and her husband, Jim, enjoy trav-
eling and watching sporting events. She has one pub-
lished fiction novel and is currently working on both the 
second and third in the series.  As both a Plymouth town-
ship resident and supporter of museum, she is honored to 
serve as a director once again. 

Jeff Ashton is a lifelong Plym-
outh resident, having attended 
Bird Elementary, West Middle 
and Plymouth Salem High School. 
He finished his studies at Univer-
sity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
where he majored in history. Re-
turning to his hometown, he start-
ed a Farmers Insurance Group 
Agency that he operated for 32 
years. Over the last few years, he 

assisted his son in setting up an Independent Insurance 
Agency and has been consulting with several small busi-
nesses concerning management and marketing issues. Jeff 
has been a member of the Museum for more than 13 years 
and has volunteered  as a guide and closer. He has served 
on the Board for ten years. 

Steve Beltran has always had a 
passion for history. This is what led 
him to a career in education. He is 
currently teaching Grade 8 U.S. 
History at Novi Middle School in 
Novi, MI. Steve graduated with a 
Bachelor’s degree in History Teach-
ing from Eastern Michigan Univer-
sity and a Master’s degree in Spe-
cial Education from the University 
of Michigan-Dearborn. He moved 

to Plymouth in 2009, where he currently resides with his 
wife and two young children. Steve is excited about the 
possibility of continuing to serve the Plymouth Historical 
Museum. In his spare time Steve enjoys reading, playing 
sports, and spending time with his family. 

100 Years Ago  
March 1923  

Plymouth Mail 

1923 - Plymouth District Library Centennial - 2023 
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Plymouth Historical Museum Maintenance Crew Year-end Report 2022 

Written by Clark Chapin 

The Plymouth Historical Museum owes its success to the 
efforts of its dedicated volunteers.  

Thank You Volunteers!  Volunteers Make a Difference! 
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The  
Plymouth Historical Museum 

Maintenance Crew  
April 2022. 

(Left to right- Front row)  
Roy Pilkington and Clark Chapin.  

(Back row)  
Lee Baker, Rich Walther, Bruce 
Tomlinson, Sal Cavallaro, and 
Gregg Packard.  



Friends of the Plymouth Historical Museum  
155 S. Main Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
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Calendar of Events 
Events are at the Museum unless otherwise 
specified. Tickets can be found at http://
plymouthhistory.org/events/. 
 
April 
22—Ghosts of Plymouth Walk, 4-7:45 pm. 

Tickets are on sale now and are $15 in 
advance; $20 the day of the walk. Sponsored 
by ATS Advisors. 

30—Museum Open House, 1-4 pm 
May 
13—Frozen Princess Tea, noon-2 pm. Tickets on 

sale to members now; on sale to the public 
March 27. $30 for one adult and one child, 
who must be at least 4 years old. Sponsored 
by Aznavorian & Mily Families. 

June 
1-25—Free Summer Saturdays, sponsored by 

Blackwell Ford. 
24—Death by Chocolate Murder Mystery, 5:30-9 

pm. Tickets are $25 and go on sale to 
members April 10; on sale to the public April 
24. 

25—Last day for “Snapshots of Plymouth.” 

Plymouth Historical Museum 
Special Exhibit  

“Snapshots of Plymouth”  
Exhibit on display until  

     June 25, 2023     

Museum Hours  
Open Wednesday, 
Friday, Saturday, 
& Sunday 1-4 pm 

155 S. Main Street, Plymouth, 734-455-8940 


