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65 Years Ago May 1958 Plymouth Mail 

Amazingly, on May 2, 1958, the day after 
Daisy shut down production in prepara-
tion for the company’s move to Rogers, 
Arkansas, a fire swept through a ware-
house building that housed air rifles spe-
cially ordered by Sears and Montgomery 
Ward.  It was determined the cause of the 
fire was due to drifting ashes from a 
burning rubbish pile several yards away 
from the warehouse.  During the fire, 
employees let local boys walk away with 
large quantities of air rifles.  Two weeks 
later, the city commission was consider-
ing an air rifle ordinance to address the 
unsafe proliferation of misguided BB gun 
firings. 

Daisy Executive 
VP Cass Hough, 
(middle of   photo) 
shown inspecting 
the fire damage, 
estimated at a loss 
of $200,000 to the 
warehouse struc-
ture and stored air 
rifles; equal today 
to a loss of $2.1 
million. 
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Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
http://www.plymouthhistory.org 
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory 
734-455-8940  Fax: 734-455-7797 
 

Hours 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1-4 PM all days 
Open year round (except some holidays) 
 

Board of Directors 
Tim Tingstad President 
Stephanie Hoff  Vice President 
Kathy Sullivan Secretary 
Jim Burroughs                Treasurer 
Jeff Ashton  Director 
Stephen Beltran  Director 
Margaret Harris Director 
Christian Huffman  Director 
Ivy Orca Lung  Director 
William Moore  Director 
Mark Salloum  Director 
 

Staff 
Janet Burns Office Manager 
Lena Hathaway Assistant Archivist 
Mike Hoggard Facility Manager 
Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens Executive Director 
Leslie Ryder Education Coordinator 
Mary Thackston Exhibits Coordinator 
Marissa Warren Administrative Assistant 
Mike Woloszyk  Marketing Director  
Pam Yockey Archivist 
Carolyn Zaborsky Cashier/Scheduler 
Maryanne Zavagnin   Museum Store Manager  
 
 
Museum Memo Editor 
Gerry Sabatini  sabatini1983@att.net 
Proofreader—Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Museum Memo is printed four times a year.  

Monthly Drawing  
Suzanne Curtiss, John Wilson, and BJ Haire are 
the respective winners of the April, May, and 
June drawings for a $25 gift certificate.  

New Members—Welcome! 
 

Laura Bleecker, Plymouth 
Chuck Dykhouse, Peoria, Illinois 

Andrew Gyurscik, Allen Park 
Ben Hodge, Plymouth 

Michele Kisabeth, Plymouth 
Laird Glass & Upholstery, Plymouth 

Larry Moraca, Plymouth 
Alicia Rowe, Plymouth 

James Taylor, Northville 
Cindi Willard, Plymouth 

The Plymouth Historical Museum is a privately funded 

501(c)3 charitable organization. We receive no govern-

ment funding. We always have a "wish list" of things that 

help us as we work to preserve and share the history of 

Plymouth.  

Here are some of our common purchases to provide in-

spiration: 

•    1 Roll Postage Stamps $63 per  

•    IT/Network support $500 

•    ½ month heating bill $375  

•    ½ month electric bill $475 

•    1 month employee salary $600  

To donate, make your check payable to the Plymouth 

Historical Museum. 

Kroger Plus Card Donations 

Thank you to those who have added the Plymouth His-
torical Society to their Kroger Plus Card. The Museum re-
ceives a small percentage from any purchases made by those 
who have an up-to-date registration on their cards.  

To participate in the program, visit 
www.krogercommunityrewards.com.  

Click on “Michigan” and click on “Enroll.”  
 
You must have a valid online account at Kroger.com to 

participate.  If you need help, give us a call at 734-455-8940 
ext. 9. We’ll be happy to help you get enrolled. . 

We appreciate your support! 

1958 Advertisement 
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Bits ‘n Pieces 

By Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens, executive director 

Ticket Sale Dates for Upcoming Events  
 
Date  Event  Members  Public 
Aug. 13 Abracadabra Ice Cream Social Now June 26 
Oct. 21 Things That Go Bump in the Night Aug. 21 Sept. 4 
Oct. 28 Plymouth Ghosts Cemetery Walk Aug. 28 Sept. 11 
Dec. 2 Winter Wonderland Murder Mystery Oct. 2 Oct. 16 

Visit the Museum Store! 

 
The store features an assortment of 
gifts and books pertaining to Plym-
outh’s history. Museum admission 
is not required to visit the store.  
Museum Hours: Wednesday, Fri-
day, Saturday, & Sunday, 1-4 pm. 
155 S. Main Street, Plymouth, 734-
455-8940. 

T he 2023-2024 Museum Board elections were suc-
cessfully completed in May. Thank you to every-
one who mailed in a ballot! The full Board is listed 

on page 2. Returning board members elected were Jeff 
Ashton, Steve Beltran and Kathy Sullivan. We would like 
to thank Ernie Hughes, outgoing Board member, who 
served for six years. The new Board officers are: 
 President Tim Tingstad 
 Vice President Stephanie Hoff 
 Secretary Kathy Sullivan 
 Treasurer Jim Burroughs 
 
Free Summer Saturdays are in full swing at the Museum 
and we’ve been getting plenty of visitors! Please keep in 
mind that the Museum will be closed June 26-July 18. A 
Big Thank You goes to our Free Summer Saturdays 
sponsors: 
 June Blackwell Ford 
 July Growth Works 
 August Bill Brown Ford 
 
In June Stella Contracting replaced the external stairwell 
cover with a more modern, protective covering (see pho-
to). The previous roof was more than 50 years old and 
was falling apart. 
 

Exhibit Upgrades 
The train depot upgrade, funded primarily by the Dun-
ning Foundation, opened in February. At the end of 
April, when everything in the upgrade was completed, we 
had a very successful grand opening. Visitors even re-
ceived a treat of baked goods when they departed, com-
plements of our Master Baker Ellen Elliott! 
 
Spurred on by the popularity of this recent exhibit up-
grade, we are looking at the next area to remake. Keep in 
mind that most of the exhibit spaces on the Museum’s 
main floor were created more than 50 years ago! 

Wanted: 3-ring binders for the archives. We prefer 2– or  

3-inch binders, but 1-inch binders are also welcome! 

We are planning to enclose the Victorian rooms 
while allowing visitors to walk through the 
home. We also want to take advantage of the 
high ceiling in the area, and add a second floor 
there for more exhibit storage space. We are in 
desperate need of additional space! 
 
Plans are moving forward and a lot of funds are 
needed to make this a reality. Please consider 
making a targeted donation for this exhibit en-
hancement, in honor of the 75th anniversary of 
the Plymouth Historical Society! Thank you!!! 



Donations Received  

March – May 2023  Thank You! 

Thank you for the following 
generous donations that were 
received between March and May 
2023:  
 

The Starkweather 

($500–$999) 
Gary Gray 
 

The Penniman ($250–$499) 
Hugh Hales 
Debra Jordan 
Jean LaPointe 
Ron Lowe 
Dale Rogers 
 

The Kellogg ($100–$249) 
Luan Brownlee 
Joe Grima 
Cynthia Hartsig 
Judith Morgan 
Roy Pilkington 
Plymouth Antiquarians 
 

Under $100 
Lynn Ader 
Dick Anderson 
William Brooks 
James Keefer 

Geraldine Kilsdonk 
Sue Marie Klimek 
David Norman 
Geraldine Pritchard 
Cindy Reinhart 
Veralou Scott 
Steven Vincent 
Takeda Yoshido 
 

Sponsorships 
 

Plymouth Fair ($2,000) 
Bill Brown Ford 
 

Plymouth Fair half ($1,000) 
Growth Works 
 

Hamilton ($600) 
First Financial Strategies 
Homecraft Real Estate 
Kone Americas 
Laird Glass 
Woods Tax Consulting Services 
 

Archives Upgrade 
 
Under $100 
Roger Biernat 
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56 Years Ago  
June 1967  

Plymouth Mail 
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A Slice of History, courtesy of 
Plymouth Today magazine, issue 
Second Quarter 2023 

By Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens 

and Ellen Elliott 
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Children must be at least 4 years old,  

no exceptions.  Limit of 30 children,  

so don't hesitate to purchase your tickets! 

Tickets are $30 for one adult  

and one child;  

tickets are $15 for additional attendees.  

The ice cream social is sponsored by Greko Printing and Imaging. 

Meet Magician Dan Jones!  

Learn magic tricks and enjoy ice cream and cookies.  

 

Plymouth Historical Museum 155 S. Main Street, Plymouth, MI 48170  

Sunday, August 13, 2023, 2 - 4 pm   

60 Years Ago  
June 1963  

Plymouth Mail 

On June 4, 1963, to commemorate the 
19th anniversary of D-Day, the Plym-
outh Mail featured Plymouth resident 
and disabled veteran, Army Captain 
Mike Bodak.  Captain Bodak bravely 
served as a member of the famed 82nd 
Airborne Division that parachuted into 
the Normandy region of northern 
France, during the pre-dawn hours of 
June 6, 1944.  He was severely wounded 
during the invasion and was permanent-
ly confined to a wheelchair.  Captain 
Bodak was awarded the purple heart 
and bronze star medals.   

In 1963, disabled 
veteran Army Cap-
tain and Para-
trooper, Mike Bo-
dak, resided at 346 
Sheldon Road in 
Plymouth, in a 
house designed for 
a person confined 
to a wheelchair.  
Photo 1942. 
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P lease welcome one of our newest volun-
teers, Jim Balgooyen, who just started as 
a Museum guide at the beginning of May. 

Volunteering is certainly part of Jim’s family as 
his wife, Carol (Strayer), has also volunteered in 
the Museum archives.  Both are longtime Plym-
outh residents, living in the area for more than 
35 years.  Jim and Carol have two daughters, a 
veterinarian in California and an environmental 

chemist in Duluth, Minnesota. 
Jim was born and raised in Muskegon.  He graduated from Mona Shores 

High School and attended the University of Michigan, receiving a BA in 
economics.  He then attended Michigan State University and earned his 
MBA and at the same time met his future wife, Carol.  I asked Jim where his 
allegiance was during football season.  Jim took the safe road and said “I 
like them both…until they play each other.”  After a little arm bending, he 
admitted he leaned more to the maize and blue. 

That is not surprising, since Jim spent most of his career at U of M.  He 
worked for 33 years in the U of M Athletic Department, rubbing shoulders 
with the likes of Bo Schembechler, Lloyd Carr and Jim Harbaugh.  Jim be-
gan his career there as the business manager and retired from U of M with 
the position of chief financial officer.  

It was interesting to note that Jim vacations every year on Mackinac 
Island.  His family inherited a home from his parents north of the airport and 
shares the home with his brothers and sisters every summer.  Jim explained 
it is a great time for family fun; walking and biking around the island. 

Jim admits he has always had an affection for history, being an avid 
reader of history books.  Besides his desire to do volunteer work in his re-
tirement years, Jim felt helping at the Plymouth Historical Museum was the 
perfect choice.  During his time volunteering at the Museum, Jim has been 
impressed with the passion for history shown by his fellow volunteers and 
Museum visitors. 

We heartily wish Jim the best of luck in his new venture! 
 

—Written by Mike Woloszyk, Museum marketing director 

Jim Balgooyen 

Thank You Volunteers!  Volunteers Make a Difference! 

60 Years Ago  
May-June 1963 

75 Years Ago  
April 1948  

Plymouth Mail 

Mary E. Conner (1868-1948), was the 
daughter of Michael Conner (1821-
1895), who was the owner of Conner 
Hardware, a historic landmark in 
downtown Plymouth. 

The Conner family home at 1103 Pen-
niman Avenue. The house was built in 
1895. Photo circa 1900. 

Volunteer Spotlight 



Plymouth Days Gone By 
Compiled by Gerry Sabatini from the newspaper archives  

at the Plymouth District Library 
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61 Years Ago  
December 1962  
Plymouth Mail 

Robert S. Sincock   
1916-1986 

December 1962. Plymouth Mayor Rob-
ert Sincock is shown cleaning the win-
dow of a car while attending a gas pump 
at his Standard Oil service station.  
Sincock, who owned and operated the 
station, also represented the city in a 
leadership role as mayor. 

Robert Sincock, father of  Plymouth’s 
current city manager, Paul Sincock, 
served on the Plymouth City Commission 
for 14 years, 1954-63 & 1968-73, serv-
ing two years as mayor—1961-63.  
Sincock was born in Calumet and moved 
to Plymouth in 1943, when he joined 
Burroughs Corporation as a supervisor 
for war production work. He was a 
Plymouth Rotarian for 33 years, and 
served as its president 1976-77.  
Sincock’s diverse career included own-
ing the Standard Oil service station on 
Main Street at Ann Arbor Trail, and 
working as a realtor for the J.L. Hudson 
Real Estate Company. In addition to 
Rotary, Sincock’s 40 years of volunteer 
leadership with the Plymouth community 
included service on the board of direc-
tors of the Community Fund, the Plym-
outh Symphony Society, and the Council 
on Aging, and chairman of the Fall Fes-
tival. He is credited with raising funds to 
build the present day  City Hall, and 
promoting the construction of the Cul-
tural Center and ice arena. 
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57 Years Ago  
November 1966  
Plymouth Mail 

Denny McLain, former star pitcher for the Detroit Tigers, (1963-70), won 20 
games in 1966.  It was a prelude to his 31 win season in 1968 and 24 win season 
in 1969.   In addition to his talent as a baseball player, he was an accomplished 
organist; a musical skill he learned from his father.  During the 1966 offseason, 
McLain was the featured entertainer at the Mayflower Hotel in Plymouth, when 
he was hired to play the organ every Saturday night in the hotel’s Champagne 
Room.   McLain’s in-demand musical talent led to performances in Las Vegas, 
and television appearances on the Ed Sullivan Show and the Steve Allen Show. 

Featured Entertainer at the 
Mayflower Hotel in Plymouth 

85 Years Ago May 1938  
Plymouth Mail 

In 1913, William Blunk purchased 40 acres of land in Plymouth, and developed the 
Blunk subdivision.  Blunk Street in Plymouth is one of several streets named for Blunk 
family members; including Irvin, Arthur, Blanche, William, and Ann Streets.  Blunk’s 
first home was built in 1907 at 1012 William Street. 

William A. Blunk   
1860-1938 
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60 Years Ago  
April 1963  

Plymouth Mail 

Conner Hardware built this building in 1884, replacing 
the original 1857 structure. Photo circa late 1880s.  
The building was a two-story wooden frame structure 
and faced Main Street in almost the same location as 
the present Conner Building. It served as a hardware & 
lumber company during the early days of Plymouth 
when the village was an agricultural town. The wooden 
building was replaced in 1898 with the present brick 
structure. Conner Hardware closed in the mid 1940s. A 1963 architectural drawing of the proposed renovation 

for the Conner Building.   

The Conner Building, 
circa 1920. 
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Library Centennial, courtesy of 
Plymouth Today magazine, issue 
Second Quarter 2023 

80 Years Ago  
April 1943  

Plymouth Mail 

81 Years Ago 1942 

Ralph G. Lorenz   
1910-1992 

Photo circa 1930s 



Friends of the Plymouth Historical Museum  
155 S. Main Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
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Calendar of Events 
Events are at the Museum unless otherwise 
specified. Tickets can be found at http://
plymouthhistory.org/events/. 
 
June 
17-25—Free Summer Saturdays, sponsored by 

Blackwell Ford. 
24—Death By Chocolate Murder Mystery—Sold 

Out 
25—Last day for “Snapshots of Plymouth.” 
 
June 26-July 18—Museum closed 
 
July 
19—Special Exhibit “Hidden Plymouth” opens. 
22-29—Free Summer Saturdays, sponsored by 

Growth Works 
 
August 
5-26—Free Summer Saturdays, sponsored by Bill 

Brown Ford. 
13—Abracadabra Ice Cream Social, 2-4 pm. 

Tickets on sale now to members; on sale to 
public June 26. 

“Hidden Plymouth”  

Sponsored by Joe & Ellen Elliott  

and Jim Burroughs  

 

New Special Exhibit  

opens Wednesday July 19, 2023 


