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75 Years Ago June 1948  

75 years … and the venture keeps growing and getting better! 

 

W 
e are extremely proud of the work we do at the Museum and that 

goal is to simply bring Plymouth history to life. Over the past many 

years, thousands of visitors have graced our Museum halls, learning 

and being fascinated by Plymouth history. We at the Museum are especially 

thrilled experiencing the excited faces of school children as they view the real-

istic reenactment of a train rolling into the Plymouth station, or visiting an ac-

tual caboose reminiscent of 40 years ago, or witnessing and reliving Main 

Street Plymouth from the nineteenth century! 

But the challenge is to not remain static because we want to continue to 

bring our Museum guests the best up-to-date and state-of-the-art displays, 

which is why we are currently pursuing a complete makeover of the current 

Victorian corner display in our Museum. 

Just imagine walking through a home of the early 20th century and wit-

nessing the way people of that era lived by viewing their everyday life in the 

parlor or kitchen or dining room of their home back in 1915. You might even 

catch a Model T noisily buzzing by the home from the front window. 

But we are looking for your generosity in order to make this dream display 

a reality. We are asking you to help this worthy cause with making a contribu-

tion.  Donations of $100 or more will put your name or business on a special 

donation plaque that will be proudly displayed by the new exhibit. 

Let’s keep the tradition going by helping the Museum continue to be the 

“best small town Museum in America.” We can do this with your help. Can we 

count on you? 

75 Years Ago October 1948  
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Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
http://www.plymouthhistory.org 
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory 
734-455-8940  Fax: 734-455-7797 
 

Hours 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1-4 PM all days 
Open year round (except some holidays) 
 

Board of Directors 
Tim Tingstad President 
Stephanie Hoff  Vice President 
Kathy Sullivan Secretary 
Jim Burroughs                Treasurer 
Jeff Ashton  Director 
Stephen Beltran  Director 
Margaret Harris Director 
Christian Huffman  Director 
Ivy Orca Lung  Director 
William Moore  Director 
Mark Salloum  Director 
 

Staff 
Janet Burns Office Manager 
Lena Hathaway Assistant Archivist 
Mike Hoggard Facility Manager 
Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens Executive Director 
Leslie Ryder Education Coordinator 
Mary Thackston Exhibits Coordinator 
Marissa Warren Administrative Assistant 
Mike Woloszyk  Marketing Director  
Pam Yockey Archivist 
Carolyn Zaborsky Cashier/Scheduler 
Maryanne Zavagnin   Museum Store Manager  
 
 
Museum Memo Editor 
Gerry Sabatini  sabatini1983@att.net 
Proofreader—Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Museum Memo is printed four times a year.  

Monthly Drawing  
Pam Lasazen, Judy Sameck, and Cathy Webster 
are the respective winners of the July, August, 
and September drawings for a $25 gift 
certificate.  

We appreciate 

your support! 

75 Years Ago  
November 1948 
Plymouth Mail  

New Members—Welcome! 
 

Laila Carr, Plymouth 
Catherine Coburn, Plymouth 

Amanda Dort, Plymouth 
Steven Glavas, Commerce Township 

Jack Nachman, Plymouth 
Rose O'Connor, Plymouth 

Stella Contracting, Plymouth 
Gail Turner, Plymouth 

Thank you  

for supporting 

 the Plymouth  

Historical  

Museum 
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Bits ‘n Pieces 

By Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens, executive director 

Ticket Sale Dates for Upcoming Events  
 
Date  Event  Members  Public 
Oct. 28 Plymouth Ghosts Cemetery Walk Now Now 
Nov. 11 Superhero Unleashed!  
 Junior Comic Creators Workshop Now Now 
Dec. 2 Winter Wonderland Murder Mystery Oct. 2 Oct. 16 
Dec. 16 Simply Dickens Oct. 9 Oct. 23 

P lans are progressing on the 
upgrade to the Museum’s 
Victorian rooms. Thank you 

to everyone who has responded to 
our appeal for donations! Your 
generosity is much appreciated. If 
we are able to secure enough fund-
ing, construction will begin in July 
2024. Donations are still being ac-
cepted at the Museum or here: 
https://www.givesendgo.com/
GAWZ6 
 
As we approach the holiday sea-
son, please keep an eye out for an 
invitation to the November 21 
Members-only Wine and Appetiz-
er Reception highlighting our next 
special exhibit, “A Dickens of a 
Christmas.” These members-only 
events are very popular and fill up, 

so if you want to attend, please be 
sure to reserve either one or two 
tickets as soon as you get the in-
vitation. 
 
The exhibit after Christmas will 
be dedicated to 100 years of the 
Rotary Club of Plymouth. That 
exhibit will open January 31, 
2024, with the members-only 
event being held on January 30. 
The exhibit will run through June 

30. Coinciding with this exhibit, a 
new book will be available in 
March titled Plymouth Rotary 
Club Chicken Barbeque, by Ellen 
Elliott and myself. It will be for 
sale in the Museum store at that 
point. It’s another Arcadia Pub-
lishing book, with lots of pictures 
showing the progression of the 
chicken BBQ 1956–2023. We’re 
very proud of the work of the 
Plymouth Rotary Club! 

https://www.givesendgo.com/GAWZ6
https://www.givesendgo.com/GAWZ6


Donations Received  

June – August  Thank You! 

Thank you for the following 
generous donations that were 
received between June and August 
2023:  
 

The Dunning ($2,500 +) 
Jim Burroughs 
Plymouth Lions Club 
 

The Starkweather 

($500–$999) 
Jack Grant 
William Lawton 
 

The Kellogg ($100–$249) 
Cheryl Allerding 
Joan Anderson 
Cynthia Hartsig 
Geraldine Kilsdonk 
John Krieman 
Jack Nachman 
Roy Pilkington 
Spotlight Tours 
 

Under $100 
Janis Campbell 
Marie-Louise Capote 
Clark Chapin 
William Cole 
Judy Costa 
Debra Evans 
B.J. Haire 
James Haling 
Jane Hasse 
James Komula 
Terry Smith 
Alicia VanPelt 
Kenneth Watson Jr. 
Takeda Yoshido 
 

Sponsorships 
Plymouth Ghosts ($500) 
Stella Contracting 
 

Victorian Rooms Upgrade 
The Lincoln  

($1,000-$2,499) 
Kiwanis Club of Colonial 

Plymouth 

The Starkweather 

($500–$999) 
Joan Anderson 
Carol Bimberg 
Broasted Brothers Chicken 
James Burroughs 
Patricia Carroll 
Louis Christenson 
Colonial Heating & Cooling 
Ruth Dostie 
Ellen Elliott 
Fairmont of Northville Senior 

Living 
William Gayde 
Margaret Harris 
Cynthia Hartsig 
Lori Hemingway 
Hidden Cove Estates 
Elizabeth Kerstens 
Geraldine Kilsdonk 
Sue Marie Klimek 
Dan LeBlond 
John Marshall 
Stephen Marulis 
Carol Mills 
William Moore 
Gregg Packard 
Dan Packer 
Geraldine Pritchard 
Dick Raison 
Fred Robinson 
Allen Salyer 
Win & Susan Schrader 
Simply Fresh Mediterranean Grill 
Gerald Sweet 
Travel Leaders 
Mike Woloszyk 
WSDP 
 

Under $100 
Ann O’Shaughnessy 
Anne Marie Reilly 
Barbara Rogers 
Emily Rosenquist 
Veralou Scott 
Elsie May Trinka 
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Visit the Museum Store! 

 
The store features an assortment of 
gifts and books pertaining to Plym-
outh’s history. Museum admission 
is not required to visit the store.  
Museum Hours: Wednesday, Fri-
day, Saturday, & Sunday, 1-4 pm. 
155 S. Main Street, Plymouth, 734-
455-8940. 

The Plymouth Historical Society was 

organized in 1948 with 52 original 

members. By 1987, the membership 

had increased to 400 and in 2005 the 

membership was about 700. The 

Plymouth Historical Society Museum 

opened its doors to the public on 

February 14, 1976, and an addition 

was completed in 2001.  Since 1948, 

the Plymouth Historical Society (also 

known as the Friends of the Plymouth 

Historical Museum), has operated 

through the generosity of donors who 

value the rich fabric of Plymouth’s 

important history.  The Plymouth His-

torical Museum is both proud and 

honored to be a valuable treasure in 

the community.  

Woo Woooo! All Aboard! the CSX 
Railroad Caboose, permanently on 
display at the Plymouth Historical 
Museum.   
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A Slice of History, courtesy of 
Plymouth Today magazine, issue 
Third Quarter 2023 

By Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens 

and Ellen Elliott 
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21 Years Ago  
February 2002  
Plymouth Mail  

& Observer 

Saturday, Oct 28, 2023 
Tours Begin at 4 PM 

Last Tour at 8 PM 

Tickets are $20 per person. https://plymouthhistory.org/events/upcoming-
events/. For groups of 8 or more, tickets are $15 per person. To reserve, 
please phone the Museum at 734-455-8940 x0.  
 
Walks can last up to 90 minutes. Wear walking shoes. This event is rain or 
shine. Bring a flashlight and umbrella. Park within the cemetery on the cem-
etery streets that are not closed to traffic or in the Massey Field Parking Lot.    

The Dr. Weldon Petz Abraham Lin-
coln Exhibit at the Plymouth Histori-
cal Museum opened in 2002, and 
contains more than 1,200 books, 
photos, graphs, clip files, and histor-
ic Lincoln artifacts. 
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P lease help me welcome one of 
our newer volunteers, Cindi 
Willard, who started as a guide 

back in February.  
     If she looks familiar to some of you, 
she may have been your flight attendant 
on Delta Airlines out of Metro Detroit. 
She retired from her flight attendant job 
of 14 years just a couple years back and 
has been keeping busy ever since. 

Cindi lives in Plymouth Township, but she grew up in Livonia and 
graduated from Stevenson High School. Prior to working for Northwest 
and Delta Airlines, she worked for the Observer-Eccentric Newspaper as a 
key liner.  

Besides being one of our more reliable and steady guides, Cindi keeps 
active gardening and traveling. Her next trip is planned for Costa Rica with 
four of her friends. Besides touring the world as a flight attendant, Cindi 
also traveled since retirement to Ireland, Scotland, and England. Her favor-
ite pastime, however, is spending time with her six grandchildren, ages 4–
21.  

Cindi has always been impressed with the Plymouth Historical Muse-
um, stating “what a great Museum for a small city.” She was a major com-
ponent of the exhibits crew that set up the Museum’s current exhibit, 
“Hidden Plymouth.” Her past jobs have taught her to be a people person, 
and that quality shines through here at the Museum. 

The Museum hopes to see that smiling personality for many years to 
come. 

—Written by Mike Woloszyk, Museum marketing director 

Cindi Willard 

Volunteer Spotlight 
50 Years Ago  

May 1973  
Plymouth Mail  

& Observer 

From 1914 to 1916, the Alter Motor Car 
Company in Plymouth produced the 
Alter Car from a design by Charles Alter 
of Manitowoc, Wisconsin,  The car was 
made of component parts shipped to 
Plymouth by rail and then assembled at 
the factory that still stands on Farmer 
Street.  The company couldn’t keep up 
with demand or acquire additional fi-
nancing and went into receivership.  The 
only known Alter Car still existing is on 
permanent display at the Plymouth His-
torical Museum. 

News that the Historical Museum was to 
become a reality was met with great 
appreciation by all city and township 
officials and businesses. They see it as 
another jewel in the city's crown and a 
boon to the downtown area.   

—W. W. Edgar, Plymouth Mail  
& Observer, 1971 

Plymouth Historical Museum Quotes 

Produced in Plymouth, Michigan 

Alter Car Factory on Farmer Street 

One of the finest museums for its size in 
the country. 

—Solon Weekes, Curator of the Detroit  
Historical Museum, 1973 

It should bring happiness to a lot of 
people. 

—Margaret Dunning, 1971 

Thank You Volunteers!   
Volunteers Make a Difference! 



Plymouth Days Gone By 
Compiled by Gerry Sabatini from the newspaper archives  

at the Plymouth District Library 
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62 Years Ago  
May 1961  

Prior to the construction in 1972-73 of the current Plymouth Historical Mu-
seum brick building, which officially opened in 1976, the Plymouth Historical 
Society occupied the former home of Orson and Margaret Polley from 1961 
to 1971. The Polley house stood at the corner of Main and Church streets, in 
the same location as the present Museum. The Polley house was razed in 
1971 when a larger and more modern museum building was necessary in 
order to provide adequate storage space, and suitable display areas, for the 
numerous historical artifacts accumulated by the Plymouth Historical Socie-
ty. In the  1800s, Orson Polley served as a skilled blacksmith for the village.  
His tradesmanship was vital to the community for making metal nails, tools, 
cooking pans, door knobs, hinges, and gates. Polley house photo, 1968. 

Orson (1827-1903) and Marga-
ret (1828-1904) Polley. Orson 
served as the Village black-
smith. They were two of Plym-
outh’s earliest settlers.  

Spring of 1972. Ground-breaking ceremony 
for the Dunning Memorial Building, the new 
home for the Plymouth Historical Society Mu-
seum. Pictured (left to right): George Burr, 
1972-73 president of the Historical Society; 
Margaret Dunning, who was the major donor 
for the building in honor of her parents; and 
Clarence Moore, 1973-74 Historical Society 
president. The Museum has two floors of ex-
hibit space and features a “Main Street” of 
Plymouth in the 19th century.   

Former home of Orson and Margaret 
Polley. The Plymouth Historical Society 
occupied the Polley house from 1961 to 
1971. 

Sanford Burr was a lifelong 
Plymouth resident. He was 
known for his dedication to 
the Plymouth Historical Mu-
seum and his love for Plym-
outh history. Burr proudly 
served three times as presi-
dent of the Plymouth Histori-
cal Society. In 2008, the city 
of Plymouth awarded Burr 
for his lifelong contribution 
to Plymouth. The Sanford 
Burr Meeting Room at the 
Museum was named in 
recognition of Burr. 

Sanford Burr  
1926-2016   

Plymouth Historical Society 
President Emeritus  
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47 Years Ago February 1976 

The Plymouth Historical Society Museum sits on the former site 
of Orson Polley’s blacksmith shop and home. The Historical 
Society Museum started out in the Polley house in 1961. Ten 
years later, because of the increase of donated artifacts and 
widespread community interest, a larger facility was required. 
In 1972-73, a new brick building was built to replace the old 
wooden Polley house. In 1998, more space was again neces-
sary when the Museum purchased the personal and extensive 
Abraham Lincoln collection from Dr. Weldon Petz. In 2001, 
thanks to a generous donation from Margaret Dunning, an ex-
pansion of 9,800 square feet was added to the existing 15,000 
square foot building. Museum photo, 1970s. 

46 Years Ago  
November 1977  

Plymouth Historian and Author 
Sam Hudson  1911–1988 

 
Hudson donated all proceeds from 
his book to the Plymouth Historical 
Society. 

47 Years Ago  
February 1976  
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57 Years Ago  
March 1966  

Plymouth Mail 

Plymouth Historical Society direc-
tors, 1972-73. Front row: Bruce 
Richard, George Burr (PHS presi-
dent), Margaret Dunning (museum 
director); 2nd row: Irma Kaiser, 
Lucille Reeves; 3rd row: Robert 
Bake, Mildred Burr, Mrs. Louis J. 
Norman; Back row: Herald Hamill, 
Clarence Moore, Edna Campbell, 
Harold Joliffe.  

Margaret Dunning 
1910 - 2015  

American Business-
woman, philanthropist 

and benefactor  
of the  

Plymouth Historical 
Museum 

52 Years Ago  
September 1971  
Plymouth Mail  

& Observer 

Plymouth Historical  
Society Museum,  

Photo 1967  
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52 Years Ago  
1971  

The Plymouth Historical Museum, constructed 1972-
73, was designed by architect E. David Reitzel Jr., and 
encompassed 15,000-square-feet of space for storage, 
displays, and meetings. In 2000, Reitzel also designed 
the expanded section of the Museum when additional 
space of 9,800 square feet was required in order to 
display the extensive collection of Abraham Lincoln 
memorabilia that the Museum purchased from Dr. Wel-
don Petz. Reitzel was a graduate of Plymouth High 
School (when the school was across the street from the 
Museum site) and received a Bachelor of Science in 
Architectural Engineering from Lawrence Tech Uni-
versity.  

In addition to designing the Museum building, architect 
Reitzel was the principal designer for the Plymouth 
City Hall, shown above, and the primary architect for 
numerous other buildings in southeastern Michigan.  
The cornerstone for the new Plymouth city hall was set 
in place on May 22, 1964.   

E. David Reitzel Jr., 1932-2022  
Architect of the Plymouth  

Historical Museum 
 

During his retirement years, 
Reitzel was a volunteer at the 
Museum. 

55 Years Ago -  
December 1968 

An impressive start was given to the campaign to raise 
funds for a new Plymouth Historical Museum, when the 
Kiwanis Club of Plymouth, which is sponsoring the 
drive, presented a check for $5,000 to the Historical So-
ciety. At the ceremony, from left to right, were Mrs. Bet-
ty Norman, president of the society; Clarence Moore, 
chairman of the society’s building committee; and Ki-
wanian William Leonards, who made the check presen-
tation.  



Friends of the Plymouth Historical Museum  
155 S. Main Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
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Calendar of Events 
Events are at the Museum unless otherwise 
specified. Tickets can be found at http://
plymouthhistory.org/events/. 
 

October 
28—Plymouth Ghosts Cemetery Walk, 4-8 pm. 

Tickets on sale now. 
 

November 
5—Last day of “Hidden Plymouth” exhibit 
11—Superhero Unleashed: Junior Comic 

Creators Workship, 1-4 pm. Tickets on sale 
now. 

21—Members-only Preview for “A Dickens of a 
Christmas” exhibit 

22—“A Dickens of a Christmas” special exhibit 
opens 

25 & 26—Santa in the Caboose 
 

December 
2—Winter Wonderland Murder Mystery, 6-9 pm 
2, 3, 10, 16, 17, 23—Santa in the Caboose 
16—Simply Dickens, 7 pm 

“Hidden Plymouth”  

Sponsored by Joe & Ellen Elliott  

and Jim Burroughs  

 

Special Exhibit ends  

 Sunday, November 5, 2023 


