
Museum memo 
January-March 2024                                                                  

i n concurrence with the Plymouth 
Historical Museum’s present ex-
hibit, “The Rotary Club of Plym-

outh: A Century of Service,” Plym-
outh historians Elizabeth Kelley 
Kerstens and Ellen Elliott have co-
authored a new book titled Plymouth 
Rotary Club Chicken Barbeque  
highlighting the history of the Rota-
ry Club Chicken BBQ in Plymouth.  

The Museum’s Rotary Club ex-
hibit features a century of facts and 
photographs about Rotary and its 
contributions to Plymouth . 

As part of the celebration, au-
thors Kerstens (executive director, 
Plymouth Historical Museum) and 
Elliott (executive director, Friends of 
the Penn) will discuss the Rotary's 
Chicken BBQ and other facets of the 
Rotary Club during a special presen-
tation at the Museum at 7 pm on 
Wednesday, April 10, 2024.   

Tickets for the presentation are 
$10 and are on sale now.  

Doors to the Museum will open 
at 6 pm to allow ticket holders an 
opportunity to view the special ex-
hibit prior to the talk. 

The book, Plymouth Rotary 
Club Chicken Barbeque, is available 

for purchase at the Museum Store. 
Profits from the book sales go to the 
Plymouth Historical Museum. 

In 2020, Kerstens and Elliott co-
authored the book Plymouth Rail-
roads. That book is also available for 
purchase at the Museum Store. 

 ‘Plymouth Rotary Club Chicken Barbeque’ 
New Book Co-Authored by Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens & Ellen Elliott  

Author Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens is 
executive director of the Plymouth 
Historical Museum, a retired US Ma-
rine major, and author of four other 
Arcadia publications.  

Author Ellen Elliott is executive di-
rector of Friends of the Penn and 
manager of the Penn Theatre in 
Plymouth, and co-author, with Eliza-
beth Kerstens, of the book, Plymouth 
Railroads, published in 2020. 

Plymouth Historical Museum  
Special Presentation 

Wednesday, April 10, 2024, 7:00 pm 
Guest Speakers and Co-authors, 

Elizabeth Kerstens and Ellen Elliott 
Plymouth Rotary Club Chicken Barbeque 

Tickets for the presentation are $10 

The fourth Plymouth Rotary Club chicken barbecue, and the club’s first barbecue held in Kellogg Park, was on Sunday, 
September 11, 1960. The previous three barbecues were held at today’s Fairground Park (1956 & 1957) and at the high 
school athletic field (1958). In 1960, the Rotary Club displayed a large street banner to promote the downtown event. The 
banner advertised the club’s sponsorship of the newly created Plymouth Fall Festival. 
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Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
http://www.plymouthhistory.org 
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory 
734-455-8940  Fax: 734-455-7797 
 

Hours 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1-4 PM all days 
Open year round (except some holidays) 
 

Board of Directors 
Tim Tingstad President 
Stephanie Hoff  Vice President 
Kathy Sullivan Secretary 
Jim Burroughs                Treasurer 
Jeff Ashton  Director 
Stephen Beltran  Director 
Margaret Harris Director 
Christian Huffman  Director 
Ivy Orca Lung  Director 
William Moore  Director 
Mark Salloum  Director 
 

Staff 
Janet Burns Office Manager 
Alex Downie Assistant Archivist 
Mike Hoggard Facility Manager 
Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens Executive Director 
Leslie Ryder Education Coordinator 
Mary Thackston Exhibits Coordinator 
Marissa Warren Administrative Assistant 
Mike Woloszyk  Marketing Director  
Pam Yockey Archivist 
Carolyn Zaborsky Cashier/Scheduler 
Maryanne Zavagnin   Museum Store Manager  
 
 
Museum Memo Editor 
Gerry Sabatini  sabatini1983@att.net 
Proofreader—Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Museum Memo is printed four times a year.  

Monthly Drawing  
Jerry Wargo, Pam Piendel, and Jim Balgooyen 
are the respective winners of the January, 
February, and March drawings for a $25 gift 
certificate.  

 

Nancy Chapman, Plymouth 
Thomas Covington, Plymouth 

Michele Fecht, Northville 
John Filios, Canton 

Christy Haradean, Westland 
Hugh Hales III, Grosse Pointe Woods 

Cheryl Harvey, Detroit 
Mary Hasting, Plymouth 

Eric Joy, Plymouth 
Roxane Knier, Birmingham 

Valerie Mestrovich, Plymouth 
Brock Minton, Plymouth 
Ernest Natalini, Canton 
Eileen Orvis, Plymouth 

Rex Parrish, Onsted 
Brittany Ringo, Plymouth 

Mary Stone, Plymouth 
Travel Leaders, Plymouth 
David Willett, Plymouth 

The Plymouth Historical Museum is a privately funded 501(c)3 

charitable organization. We receive no government funding. 

We always have a "wish list" of things that help us as we work 

to preserve and share the history of Plymouth.  

Here are some of our common purchases to provide inspira-

tion: 

•    1 Roll Postage Stamps $68 per  

•    IT/Network support $600 

•    ½ month heating bill $400 

•    ½ month electric bill $500 

•    1 month employee salary $700 

To donate, make your check payable to the Plymouth Histori-

cal Museum. 

Checking the height of corn on the 
Waldecker farm are Robert Wal-
decker and Dr. John Salan, chair-
man of the corn committee for the 
annual Plymouth Rotary Club 
chicken barbeque, held on Sun-
day, September 13, 1964. 

60 Years Ago  
September 1964 

Plymouth Historical Museum Quote 

One of the finest museums for its size in the country.   
—Solon Weekes, curator of the Detroit Historical Museum, 1973 

Friends of the Plymouth  

Historical Museum  

New Members—Welcome! 

Thanks  

for your  

support! 
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Bits ‘n Pieces 

By Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens, executive director 

Upcoming Society Election 

T he Plymouth Historical 
Society’s Bylaws cur-
rently state that voting 

of the membership must occur ei-
ther at annual or special member-
ship meetings. 

Michigan’s Non-Profit Corpo-
ration Act requires that 5 percent 
of the membership attend such 
meetings in order to establish a 
quorum for the conduct of Society 
business. In past years, the number 
of members attending such meet-
ings had dwindled, which made it 
difficult for the Society to achieve 
the requisite quorum.  

Moreover, in 2020 Michigan’s 
governor issued a series of execu-
tive orders as a result of the Coro-
navirus pandemic. These orders 
rendered the Society unable to 
hold an annual membership meet-
ing.  

In response thereto, the Socie-
ty’s Board of Directors opted to 
use a ballot system for member-
ship voting instead of holding an 
annual meeting. The ballot system 
worked very well. It not only ena-
bled the Society’s membership to 
conduct business despite the Coro-
navirus shutdown, but also allevi-
ated the quorum problem because 
significantly more members cast 
ballots than attended membership 
meetings in recent years.    

In the ballot that every member 
will receive in the next few weeks, 
in addition to voting for four can-
didates for the Board of Directors, 
members will be asked to vote on a 
proposal that seeks to amend the 
Society’s Bylaws to formally grant 
the Board of Directors the discre-
tion to hold future membership 
votes by ballot rather than at an 
annual or special meeting. This 
would be accomplished by amend-
ing Sections 5.7, 5.8, 5.9, 6.3, 6.4, 

6.5, and 12.1 of the current By-
laws. More information is provid-
ed in the mailing that will be sent 
out soon. 

This year, we will hold an 
annual meeting at the Plymouth 
Historical Museum on May 14 at 
7 pm. There is no program 
planned, but we will have voting 
booths set up for those who pre-
fer to vote in person rather than 
by mail. Please vote only once. 

 

Victorian Rooms Upgrade 
Fundraising continues for the 

upcoming Victorian Rooms Up-
grade described in the October-
December 2023 Museum Memo.  

While we wait to hear about a 
grant request from the Dunning 
Foundation, we received a $2,400 
grant from the Michigan History 
Alliance for this project. In addi-
tion, the Plymouth Rotary Foun-
dation has approved a request for 
a $5,000 grant for the same pro-
ject. 

As you can see on page 4, in 
the previous three months we re-
ceived very generous donations 
from corporations, members, and 
other supporters. There is still a 
significant need for donations to 
allow us to accomplish this re-
vamp of a museum that is nearly 
50 years old.  

We continue to take donations 
for this very needed exhibit make-
over. The Victorian spaces were 
part of the original Museum that 
opened in 1976 and haven’t 
changed much since then. Please 
consider contributing. You can 
click on the QR code here or visit 
www.plymouthhistory. org and 
select the Victorian Rooms Up-
grade. You can also call 734-455-
8940 x0 or mail a check to the 

Museum. Every 
donation helps us 
get closer to our 
goal. Thank You 
for your support! 



Donations Received  

December 2023 – February 2024 Thank You! 

Thank you for the following 
generous donations that were 
received between December 2023 
and February 2024:  
 

The Dunning ($2,500 +) 
Kiwanis Club of Colonial 

Plymouth 

 

The Lincoln ($1,000-$2,499) 
Tim & Penny Joy 
Linda Manchester 
 

The Starkweather 

($500–$999) 
Sally Fedus 
Rita Furdak 
 

The Penniman ($250-$500) 
Cynthia Hartsig 
Lori Hemingway 
Sheree Lowery 
Nancy Navarre 
Roy Pilkington 
Paul Sincock 
 

The Kellogg ($100–$249) 
Marilyn Alimpich 
Joan Anderson 
Robert Bovitz 
Chuck Dykhouse 
William Gayde 
Joseph Gentilcore 
Jessica Karl 
John Merrifield 
William Moore 
Marilyn Norgrove 
Pledgling Foundation 
Fred Robinson 
Jody Smith 
Travel Leaders 
 

Under $100 
Jeffrey Ashton 
Stephen Beltran 
Roger Biernat 
Holly Borrusch 
Jim Burroughs 
Beverly Butler 

Grace Colter 
Norma Foster 
Stephanie Hoff 
Chris Huffman 
Christopher Kiser 
Toni Lattimer 
Ivy Lung 
Joyce Nicora 
Anne Marie Reilly 
Coralyn Riley 
Mark Salloum 
Richard Schubatis 
Terry Smith 
Karen Southworth 
Kathy Sullivan 
Tim Tingstad 
 

Sponsorships 
Mayflower ($5,000) 
Plymouth Rotary Foundation 
 

Mayflower ($2,500) 
O’Donnell Electric 

 

Plymouth Fair ($2,000) 
Blackwell Ford 

 

Hamilton ($600) 
Alphagraphics 

 

Plymouth Ghosts ($500) 
ATS Advisors 
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Caviston Insurance Agency 
C. L. Finlan & Son 
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home 
 

Mary Todd 
Bank of Ann Arbor 
 

Family Fun ($300) 
E & E Manufacturing 
Forest Place Optical 
Hines Park Lincoln 
WSDP 
 

Victorian Rooms Upgrade 
The Dunning ($2,500 +) 
Elizabeth Kerstens 
Varnum LLP 
 

The Lincoln  

($1,000-$2,499) 
Frank Cozza 
Ross School of Business, 
  University of Michigan 
Roger Salo 
 

The Starkweather 

($500–$999) 
David Fletcher 
Brian Kidston 
 

The Penniman ($250-$500) 
Joe Grima 
 

Under $100 
Sue Paulin 
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A Slice of History, courtesy of Plymouth Today magazine, issue First Quarter 2024 

By Elizabeth Kerstens 

and Ellen Elliott 

1924-2024 
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67 Years Ago  
June 1957 

Plymouth Mail  

The second chicken barbecue fundraiser 
was held on Sunday, June 9, 1957, at 
the Hamilton St. playground (now Fair-
ground Park).  

60 Years Ago 1964 
Plymouth Mail  

In 1964, the Plymouth Rotary Club do-
nated $5,000 to improve the outdoor 
lighting system at the Plymouth High 
School football field.. It was the second 
time the club made a major contribution 
to improve the football field. In 1947, 
when a new field was installed at the 
high school, the Plymouth Rotary Club 
donated $10,000 for the cost of the orig-
inal lighting system, and raised an addi-
tional $5,000 toward construction of the 
field.  

68 Years Ago  
May 1956 

Plymouth Mail  

The first Rotary Club chicken barbecue 
fundraiser was held on Sunday, May 20, 
1956, at the city park located at the east 
end of Wing St. (Joy St. and Harding St.) 
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T he Plymouth Histori-
cal Museum is very 
fortunate to have a 

top-notch group of volun-
teer maintenance people, 
and Lee Baker is one of 
them.  Lee came to the Mu-
seum six years ago to join 
the crew of maintenance 
folks (the majority of the 

group is still intact) and has used his experience as a safety engineer at 
Chrysler to become an important member of the team.  

Lee worked at Chrysler for 34 years in the Crash Test Dummies Divi-
sion out in Chelsea before his retirement.  He started his adventure at 
Chrysler in Toledo, his hometown, working for Jeep.  During his employ-
ment, Lee worked under the banner head of Jeep, AMC, Renault, and 
Chrysler, doing the same engineer work.  

As the company buyouts moved north to Michigan, he decided to 
move to Livonia back in 1974.  Lee’s wife, Marjane, taught grades 3-4-5 at 
Allen Elementary School in the Plymouth School system.  Lee also has a 
son, Troy, who lives and works in Plymouth. 

Lee’s volunteer work does not stop at the Plymouth Historical Muse-
um.  He is also a maintenance volunteer at the Church of God in South Ly-
ons, where he does similar work as in our museum.  Lee also lives in South 
Lyons on ten acres of wooded property with a pond.  

Lee loves the outdoors, especially working in the woods, chain-sawing 
dead or fallen trees.  He mentioned there is a market for his wood, which 
he donates to his church members for boiling down syrup from trees to 
make maple syrup. 

Lee mentioned he just likes to “fix things” and plans to continue his 
volunteer work for a long time.  We hope he does. 

   

—Written by Mike Woloszyk, Museum marketing director 

Lee Baker  

Volunteer Spotlight 
69 Years Ago February 1955 

Plymouth Mail  

Paul Harris (1868–1947) was 
a Chicago, Illinois, attorney. In 
1905, he founded the club that be-
came the humanitarian organiza-
tion Rotary International. The 
name Rotary was adopted because 
the club founders originally had 
planned to “rotate” the meetings 
between the members’ places of 
business. 

Thank You Volunteers! Volunteers Make a Difference! 

Ticket Sale Dates for Upcoming Events  
 
Date  Event  Members  Public 
April 10 Plymouth Rotary Chicken BBQ Talk Now Now 
April 27 Ghosts of Plymouth Walk Now Now 
May 5 Frozen Princess Tea SOLD OUT 
May 18 Comic Creators’ Workshop Now Now 
June 2 Wilcox House Tour April 8 April 22 
June 29 Murder Mystery April 29 May 13 



Plymouth Days Gone By 
Compiled by Gerry Sabatini from the newspaper archives  

at the Plymouth District Library 
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100 Years Ago  
March 1924  

Plymouth Mail 

100 Years Ago  
April 1924  

Plymouth Mail 

50 Years Ago March 1974  
Plymouth Observer  

& Eccentric  

In April 1964, the five remaining charter members of the original 23 members of 
the 1924 Plymouth Rotary Club were honored at the club’s 40th anniversary cele-
bration. More than 250 people attended the dinner. Pictured from left, are Sid 
Strong, Dr. Brick Champe, Carl Shear, former Municipal Judge John Dayton, and 
Paul Weidman. Among this group of five, Judge Dayton was the last surviving char-
ter member when he died in 1974 at the age of 100. 

60 Years Ago 
April 1964 

40th Anniversary 
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Candidates for the Plymouth Historical Museum Board 

May 2024 Board Elections 

T his year, the Museum will be mailing out ballots to 
all members within the next couple of weeks. We 
must have at least 5 percent of the active member-

ship casting ballots, according to our Bylaws.  Addition-
ally, the Museum will hold an annual meeting on Tues-
day, May 14 at 7 pm.  
    As a member, you have a right to vote. Please return 
your ballot in the envelope provided before the deadline, 
so you can elect your next Board of Directors. You can 
vote in person or by mail. Your participation is appreciat-
ed!  

Nominations for Board of Director candidates , 
according to the Bylaws: 

 
“Candidates must be members in good standing of the 
Society on or by the deadline for nominations and main-
tain their membership throughout their term.  
 
Employees and immediate family members of employees 
and the then acting Directors may not serve as Directors. 
 
Members may not be nominated for office unless they 
have given their consent and agree to serve if elected.” 

Jim Burroughs’ contributions to 
the Plymouth History Society, 
both as treasurer and as a guide, 
have been significant for many 
years. With your support, he will 
continue this important work. 
2024 will be significant for all of 
us as we upgrade our Victorian 
rooms. Jim is retired from the 
Ford Motor Credit Co. and the 
Ford Motor Company as a finan-

cial analyst. His career has enhanced his capabilities as 
the Society’s treasurer.  P.S. He is not related to the Bur-
roughs Co. 

Mark Salloum has been 
on the Plymouth Historical 
Society board of directors 
for three years. He opened 
Highway Media (HM) in 
1997 as a full-service vid-
eo production studio to 
help companies grow 
through the power of video 
marketing. Since then, his 
creative vision has trans-
formed HM into one of the 
premiere studios in Metro 

Detroit, receiving a multitude of awards and traveling the 
globe for their clients. In 2016, Mark established Rockit 
Digital Marketing as a sister company, helping its video 
clients advertise on social media, cable, and other video 
platforms. In 2019, Mark released his first feature length 
documentary titled Plymouth, Michigan – A Rich History. 
He is currently working on his second documentary, 
which pays tribute to our WWII veterans. This film series 
has received the interest of PBS and History Channel, 
with a hopeful release date of early 2025. Besides work-
ing behind the camera, Mark enjoys playing baseball, 
craft beers, prayer time, and most of all, time with his 
family. 

Eric Joy is the president of 
Christensen’s Plant Center in 
Plymouth. Eric has been in-
volved in the green industry 
since the age of 12, beginning 
his work for Christensen’s Plant 
Center in the retail store. He 
continued working for Chris-
tensen’s as well as landscape 
contractors in both Michigan 
and in Arizona while attending 
college where he received his 

degree in business operations from Embry-Riddle Aero-
nautical University. Eric has served on the boards of 
trade associations, trade shows, and numerous volunteer 
organizations. He actively participates in the Plymouth 
Rotary Club where he is a past president and currently 
serves on several committees. He is also the current 
squadron commander for the Civil Air Patrol squadron 
located in Livonia. He lives in Canton with his wife 
Dawn and their four children. When not working, Eric 
enjoys gardening, especially with his children, playing 
with his children at his family’s lake house, traveling 
with his wife, flying, and pheasant hunting. 

Joseph H LeBlanc has been a 
resident of Plymouth Township 
since 1985. He and his wife Lisa 
have one son. He has an interest 
in numismatics, and has served 
many official rolls in 501(c)3 
organizations, including board 
member and officer. He founded 
a technology business working 
with IBM equipment which he 
still operates as president. Joe 
states, “I am honored to be con-
sidered for a board seat and your 

vote. We are fortunate to have such a strong historical 
society and museum, and I am confident I can help guide 
us forward. Again, thank you for your consideration.”  
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Plymouth Historical Museum Maintenance Crew Year-end Report 2023 

Written by Clark Chapin 



MUSEUM MEMO 11 

Plymouth Historical Museum Maintenance Crew Year-end Report 2023 

The Plymouth Historical Museum owes its success  

to the efforts of its dedicated volunteers.  

Thank You Volunteers! Volunteers Make a Difference! 



Friends of the Plymouth Historical Museum  
155 S. Main Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
 
Return Service Requested 

Non-Profit Org 
U. S. Postage 
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Plymouth, MI. 
Permit No. 111 

Calendar of Events 
Events are at the Museum unless otherwise 
specified. Tickets can be found at http://
plymouthhistory.org/events/. 
 

April 
10—Plymouth Rotary Club Chicken Barbecue 

talk with Ellen Elliott and Liz Kerstens, 7 pm. 
Tickets are $10 for admission to the Museum 
and to hear the talk. 

27—Ghosts of Plymouth Walk, 4-7 pm. Tickets 
are $20 in advance or $25 the day of the walk 
at Fairground Park. Sponsored by ATS 
Advisors. 

May 
5—Frozen Princess Tea. SOLD OUT. Sponsored 

by Bank of Ann Arbor. 
18—Comic Creators Workshop, 1-4 pm. Tickets 

are $25. Sponsored by Greko Printing. 

June 
1-30—Free Summer Saturdays sponsored by 

Blackwell Ford. 
2—Wilcox House Tour, starts at 1 pm. Tickets on 

sale to members April 8; public on April 22. 


