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27 Years Ago  
September 1997  

The Community Crier 

The Plymouth Fair Association 
was formed in 1885 and oper-
ated the Plymouth Fair 1885-
1902. The fairground was sur-
rounded by a high-board 
fence. In 1901 (not 1902 as 
reported in the article here), 
the main gathering hall on the 
fairground was destroyed by 
fire. The building wasn’t re-
placed, and the fairground 
closed in 1902 (not 1903 as 
reported in the article here). 

Main entrance to the Plymouth 
fairground, off Ann Arbor 
Trail.  Photo circa 1890s. 

1904 

A section of a map of Plymouth printed in 1904, that shows the 
former Plymouth fairground and race track. By April 1904, the 
property owner, Siron Kellogg, had divided some of the former 
fairground land into parcels and lots for sale. Home construc-
tion on the residential lots began in the late 1910s.   

The legendary Plym-
outh fairground  was 
located near the 
southwest corner of 
Ann Arbor Trail and 
Lilley Road, west of 
the railroad tracks.  
Today, the only refer-
ences to the fair-
ground are the city 
streets named Fair-
ground and Fair, and 
Fairground Park. 

In September 1997, in anticipation of the annual Plymouth Fall 
Festival, the Community Crier featured a story, written by re-
porter Daniel Webb, about the famous and historic Plymouth 
Fair, held from 1885-1902. The first Rotary Club chicken bar-
becue fundraiser, renamed the Plymouth Fall Festival in Sep-
tember 1960, was held on Sunday, May 20, 1956, at what be-
came Fairground Park, located at Joy and Harding Streets, 
part of the long forgotten Plymouth fairground. 

127 Years Ago  
September 1897 
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Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
http://www.plymouthhistory.org 
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory 
734-455-8940  Fax: 734-455-7797 
 

Hours 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1-4 PM all days 
Open year round (except some holidays) 
 

Board of Directors 
Kathy Sullivan President 
Margaret Harris  Vice President 
Ivy Lung Secretary 
Jim Burroughs                Treasurer 
Jeff Ashton  Director 
Stephen Beltran  Director 
Stephanie Hoff Director 
Christian Huffman  Director 
Eric Joy Director 
Joe LeBlanc Director 
Mark Salloum  Director 
 

Staff 
Janet Burns Office Manager 
Alex Downie Assistant Archivist 
Mike Hoggard Facility Manager 
Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens Executive Director 
Leslie Ryder Education Coordinator 
Mary Thackston Exhibits Coordinator 
Marissa Warren Administrative Assistant 
Mike Woloszyk  Marketing Director  
Pam Yockey Archivist 
Carolyn Zaborsky Cashier/Scheduler 
Maryanne Zavagnin   Museum Store Manager  
 
 
Museum Memo Editor 
Gerry Sabatini  sabatini1983@att.net 
Proofreader—Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Museum Memo is printed four times a year.  

Monthly Drawing  
Pamela Stopper, Cindi Willard, and Joan Cady 
are the respective winners of the April, May, and 
June drawings for a $25 gift certificate.  

 

Nancy Baldwin, Plymouth 
Bill Blackerby, Canton 

Kimberly Blair, Plymouth 
Jacqueline George, Plymouth 
Debra Madonna, Plymouth 
Regina Moser, Northville 

Ron Picard, Plymouth 
Roger Salo, Plymouth 

Kathleen Sharpe, Plymouth 
Joanne Stewart, Northville 

Lisa Wolfe, Canton 

The Plymouth Historical Museum is a privately funded 501(c)3 

charitable organization. We receive no government funding. 

We always have a "wish list" of things that help us as we work 

to preserve and share the history of Plymouth.  

Here are some of our common purchases to provide inspira-

tion: 

•    1 Roll Postage Stamps $68 per  

•    IT/Network support $1,000 

•    ½ month heating bill $500 

•    ½ month electric bill $600 

•    1 month employee salary $800 

To donate, make your check payable to the Plymouth Histori-

cal Museum. 

Plymouth Historical Museum Quote 

One of the finest museums for its size in the country.   
—Solon Weekes, curator of the Detroit Historical Museum, 1973 

Friends of the Plymouth  

Historical Museum  

New Members—Welcome! 

Thanks  

for your  

support! 

Kroger Plus Card Donations 

Thank you to those who have added the Plymouth 

Historical Society to their Kroger Plus Card. The Museum 

receives a small percentage from any purchases made by 

those who have an up-to-date registration on their cards.  

To participate in the program, visit 

www.krogercommunityrewards.com.  

Click on “Michigan” and click on “Enroll.”  

You must have a valid online account at Kroger.com 

to participate.  If you need help, give us a call at 734-455-

8940 ext. 9. We’ll be happy to help you get enrolled. .o 

Thank you  

for supporting 

 the Plymouth  

Historical Museum 
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Bits ‘n Pieces 

By Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens, executive director 

received from the Dunning Foun-
dation, the Museum has received 
several smaller grants and more 
than $80,000 in donations from 
members and the community. We 
are so grateful for the support and 
are looking forward to unveiling 
our newest exhibit space when 

we reopen in October.  
We are still taking donations. 

Those who donate a minimum of 
$100 will be included on the donor 
plaque that will be part of the new 
exhibit space. Thank you for you 
generosity! 

Ticket Sale Dates for Upcoming Events  
 
Date  Event  Members  Public 
June 29  The Mysterious Affair at Stirling 
  Hall Murder Mystery  Now 
Sep 29  Spooky Tea July 29 August 12 
Oct 1  Members-only Preview 
  “First Ladies, Fashion Setters” August 19 
Oct 4  Time Escape Adventure August 12 August 26 
Oct 12  Plymouth Ghosts Cemetery Walk August 12 August 26 

Visit the  
Museum Store! 

The store features an assortment of 

gifts and books pertaining to Plym-

outh’s history. Museum admission is 

not required to visit the store.  Muse-

um Hours: Wednesday, Friday, Satur-

day, & Sunday, 1-4 pm. 155 S. Main 

Street, Plymouth, 734-455-8940. 

T hanks to the Margaret Dunning 
Foundation, the project we’ve 
been working toward for about 

a year will soon become a reality! The 
Dunning Foundation granted the 
Plymouth Historical Society $90,000 
toward the construction of a Victorian
-era home in place of the current Vic-
torian room exhibits in the Museum. 

The renovation entails enclos-
ing the area and making it look 
like a Victorian home, where visi-
tors will be able to walk through 
and experience life in about 1915, 
when transportation modes were 
transitioning from horse and buggy 
to automobile. In addition, the sec-
ond story will create new collec-
tions storage space which is sorely 
needed at the Museum.  

The Museum will be closed 
July 1 through October 1. Con-
struction begins July 15, with Stel-
la Contracting as the lead contrac-
tor on the project. Jeff Stella’s 
crew was responsible for rebuild-
ing the Museum’s train depot last 
year, to much acclaim. In addition, 
Mark Salloum and his crew at 
Highway Media will once again 
prepare incomparable animated 
video to entertain visitors interest-
ed in life in Plymouth in 1915. 

In addition to the major grant 

Victorian House Construction 

Time  

Escape  

Adventure 

T he Plymouth Historical Museum’s new Time Escape Adventure debuted on 
Friday, June 7, 2024. The group of hardy souls above took the challenge, es-
caped the dreaded fate of being incinerated, and were successfully returned to 

the 21st century. The adventure more than five years in the making is a combination 
escape room and scavenger hunt. Groups enter a time portal to the 19th century where 
they are tasked with locating a time machine to escape before they are vaporized. All 
of your sleuthing skills are needed to return to the present. 

We would like to thank Mike Woloszyk, the Museum’s operations director, for 
visualizing our “escape room” and bringing it to life with the help of our intrepid 
maintenance crew. 

Tickets are $30 per person; groups must be between 4 and 8 people. We started 
with a limited run in June; the Time Escape Adventure will return in full force in Octo-
ber, when the Museum reopens. At that time we will offer two times on Friday nights: 
6 and 7:30 pm. Check the Museum’s website plymouthhistory.org/events for tickets 
and availability. Here’s your chance to time travel! 



Donations Received  

March – May 2024 Thank You! 

Thank you for the following 
generous donations that were 
received between March and 
May 2024:  
 
The Lincoln ($1,000-$2,499) 

Marlene Donoghue 
Robert Gotro 
Jan Paton 
 
The Starkweather 

($500–$999) 

Grant Easton 
William Lawton 
Alan Schnitzer 
 
The Penniman ($250–$499) 

Jim Burroughs 
Angela Hill 
 
The Kellogg ($100–$249) 

Marilyn Alimpich 
Cheryl & Ted Bondie 
Luan Brownlee 
John Chudyk 
Ellen Elliott 
Abbe Goldstein 
Cynthia Hartsig 
Cheryl Harvey 
David Jakubiec 
Elizabeth Kerstens 
Geraldine Kilsdonk 
Natalie Marchione 
Judith Morgan 
Tom & Jeanne Nelson 
Cynthia Perry 
Patricia Pilkington 
Roy Pilkington Jr. 
Patti Pontello 
Gerald Sabatini 
John & Beth Stewart 
Gerald Sweet 
Travelers Marketing & 

Communications Team 
Steven Vincent 

Pam Yockey 
 
Under $100 

Lynn Ader 
Marlene Balog 
Stephen Beltran 
Harold & Janet Brunner 
Brett & Marie Davis 
Bea Dillon 
Barbara Dinan 
Mary Fritz 
Margaret Harris 
Jackie Hess 
Stephanie Hoff 
Carolyn Hudson 
Chris Huffman 
Harvey Ikeman 
Janice Jedrzejek 
Sergio & Carol Kavalhuna 
Jean LaPointe 
Ivy Orca Lung 
Stephen Marulis 
Bob McCaffrey 
Edward & Silvia Papriah 
Steven Phillips 
Kathy Pilzner 
Joann, Jeff & Kathy Pline 
Geraldine Pritchard 
Lee Ann Rebain 
David Rucinski 
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Catherine St. Clair 
Kathy Sullivan 
Takeda Yoshido 
 

Sponsorships 
Hamilton ($600) 

First Financial Strategies 
 

Mary Todd ($400) 

Greko Printing 
 
Family Fun ($300) 

Kilwins of Plymouth 
RE/Max Classic Plymouth 
 

Victorian Rooms 

Upgrade 
The Dunning ($2,500 +) 

Elizabeth Kerstens 
Plymouth Rotary Foundation 
 
The Lincoln  

($1,000-$2,499) 

Richard Kaylor 
Kirk, Vickey & Kasey Kohn 
 
The Kellogg ($100-$250) 

Janet Burns 
Kathy Sullivan 
Adam & Regina Szymczak 
Cindi Willard 
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A Slice of History,  
courtesy of Plymouth Today magazine,  

issue Second Quarter 2024 

By Elizabeth Kerstens 

and Ellen Elliott 

Plymouth school kids in the late 1800s would be let out of school early in order to attend the Plymouth 
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101 Years Ago April 1923  Plymouth Mail  

B ehind most of the 
street names in Plym-
outh there is a histo-

ry usually known to only a 
few residents of the city. The 
street which is now Fair-
ground Street was a farm 
around the year 1880. It was 

near this location that the Plymouth fairground was later es-
tablished in 1885. After the fairground closed in 1902, the 
land was reclaimed by the original owner, Siron Kellogg, 
who subdivided it into residential lots. The dirt roads and 
horse-drawn carriages have long since given way to modern 
paved streets and automobiles. But, after 122 years there is 
still a street named Fairground, in memory of a special time 
in Plymouth’s history when thousands of people from miles 
around attended one of the best known community fairs in the 
state: the Plymouth Fair! 
   Please note as you read these articles that the dates are 
not always correct. The actual dates were 1885-1902. 

121 Years Ago April 1903  Plymouth Mail  

Fairground Street 123 Years Ago November 1901  Plymouth Mail  

121 Years Ago September 1903  Plymouth Mail  
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T he Plymouth Historical Museum is fortunate 
to have a very dedicated and knowledgeable 
staff of volunteer guides, and Chris Kelly is 

certainly one of them 
Chris got involved with the Museum through his 
membership with the Kiwanis Club, which meets at 
the Museum on a weekly basis. After a casual con-
versation with Liz Kerstens, out Museum executive 
director who is also a Kiwanis member, Chris start-
ed at the Museum almost a year ago as a guide. 

Chris is originally from the Toledo area, attending high school in Erie, 
Michigan, and starting college at Monroe Community College. Chris was 
awarded a scholarship to the University of Toledo and graduated with a de-
gree in vocal performance. After grad school at Bowling Green State Univer-
sity, Chris began his career singing in operas. He spent one year at the Mich-
igan Opera Theater then moved east to Princeton, New Jersey, after a brief 
tour in Germany. After 10 years on the opera stage, Chris decided to take a 
180-degree turn and began a new career in trust finance. This led to a vice 
president position with Merrill Lynch, work at PNC Bank in Ann Arbor, and 
doing charitable fundraising for Schoolcraft Community College. 

Since joining the Museum, Chris has been very active aside from being a 
regular guide. He has participated in the Museum’s cemetery walk, the ghost 
walk and murder mysteries. 

Besides his love for classical music, Chris bides his 
time with his adopted pet “Zukey,” a long-haired Chi-
huahua. 

If you bump into Chris in the Museum, don’t be too 
shy to ask him to sing a few bars from “The Marriage of 
Figaro.” 

 

—Written by Mike Woloszyk, Museum marketing director 

Chris Kelly 

Volunteer Spotlight 

79 Years Ago 1945 74 Years Ago 1950 

The Plymouth fairground’s 
namesake, Fairground Park, 
is located in the city of 
Plymouth at the corner of 
Joy Street and Harding 
Street, just west of where the 
historic Plymouth fair-
ground once stood from 
1885 to1902. Today, the 
only references to the fair-
ground are the city streets 
named Fairground and Fair, 
and Fairground Park. 

58 Years Ago July 1966 
Plymouth Mail  

Thank You Volunteers! Volunteers Make a Difference! 



Plymouth Days Gone By 
Compiled by Gerry Sabatini from the newspaper archives  

at the Plymouth District Library 
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90 Years Ago  
October 1934  
Plymouth Mail 

In 1934, Plymouth businessman and 
former village president Harry Robin-
son proudly announced his discovery 
of an original 1886 Plymouth Fair 
Premium Program, listing events and 
sponsors for the second year of the 
popular Plymouth Fair. The Plymouth 
Fair was held 1885-1902 at the legend-
ary Plymouth fairground, located 
southwest of Ann Arbor Trail and Lil-
ley Road.  The treasured 1886 program 
book was considered the only copy still 
in existence from the 18 years of publi-
cation. The Plymouth fairground 
closed in 1902. 

Harry C. Robinson 
(1863-1948), was a 
longtime resident of 
Plymouth and one of 
the area’s best known 
citizen. 

Hot air balloon rides were a popular 
attraction at the Plymouth Fair. The fair 
was held annually from 1885 to 1902.  
One year, the balloon failed to inflate.  
After several attempts, the balloon, with-
out passengers, suddenly shot a few feet 
into the sky, flew over a fence, and 
crashed into a farm yard next to the fair-
ground. 

125 Years Ago  
September 1899  
Plymouth Mail 
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121 Years Ago August 1903  

130 Years Ago August 1894  
Plymouth Mail 

128 Years Ago July 1896  

127 Years Ago September 1897  
Plymouth Mail 

136 Years Ago September 1888 

137 Years Ago September 1887  “Nearly 8,000 People!” 

Newspaper Headlines  

Promoting the Plymouth Fair 

130 Years Ago August 1894  
Plymouth Mail 

129 Years Ago  
September  

1895 



10 PLYMOUTH HISTORICAL MUSEUM 

70 Years Ago  
May 1954 

Plymouth Mail  

127 Years Ago 1897 
Plymouth Mail  

The Plymouth Fair was organized by the Plymouth Fair Asso-
ciation, and held every late summer or early fall from 1885 to 
1902. The fair was the high point in the life of a youngster in 
Plymouth. In addition to numerous activities for children, 
there were horse races, baseball games, bicycle races, and 
prizes for best livestock and baked goods. There was also a 
merry-go-round, a ferris wheel, a midway with side shows, 
band music, dancing, and a shooting gallery. Everyone had a 
chance to participate in the fair. Children from neighboring 
one-room schoolhouses traveled with their parents by horse 
and wagons to attend the fair. Women from the area churches 
would cook and serve evening supper during the four-day 
event. 
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38 Years Ago August 1986  
Plymouth Observer 

Plymouth Historian  
and Author, 
Sam Hudson   
1911–1988 

The old Plymouth fairground, 1885-1902, featured a half-mile oval horse race track. The race track was 
deemed to be one of the finest in the state, and included a grandstand for spectators. A number of local 
businessmen and farmers entered their horses in the annual fairground race. In 1891, the favored horses 
were named Tornado, Blizzard, and Sunshine. After the fairground closed in 1902, the property was de-
veloped into a residential neighborhood, named Fairground Subdivision. Folklore tales persisted for sev-
eral years of homeowners uncovering rusty horseshoes as they landscaped their property. Many new city 
residents, who had no knowledge of the former fairground, were perplexed as to the origin of the buried 
horseshoes. 

Treasured Remnants of the Plymouth Fairground Race Track 1885-1902 — Unearthed Horseshoes 

1904 



Friends of the Plymouth Historical Museum  
155 S. Main Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
 
Return Service Requested 

Non-Profit Org 
U. S. Postage 
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Plymouth, MI. 
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Calendar of Events 
Events are at the Museum unless otherwise 
specified. Tickets can be found at http://
plymouthhistory.org/events/. 
 
June 
29  The Mysterious Affair at Stirling Hall Murder  
Mystery, 6-9 pm. $30. Sponsored by C. L. Finlan. 
30  Last day, “Rotary Club of Plymouth: A Century 
of Service.” 
 

July: Museum Closed 
 
August: Museum Closed 
16-17  Nostalgia Sale 9 am-4 pm. Museum’s meeting 
room. 
 

September: Museum Closed 
29  Spooky Tea, Noon-2 pm. Tickets on sale to 
members July 29; on sale to the public August 12. 
Sponsored by Plymouth-Canton Civitan Club. 
 

October 
1 Members-only Preview, 6-8 pm. Tickets available 
to members August 19. 
2 “First Ladies, Fashion Setters” special exhibit 
opens. 


