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87 Years Ago  
June 1937  

Plymouth Mail 

(Above) The Plymouth Hotel, circa 1900. During the 
Civil War, the hotel was a welcomed stop along the often 
travelled stagecoach line, including daily passenger ser-
vice to Ann Arbor. In the late 1800s, the west side of 
Main Street, across from Kellogg Park, was known as the 
Phoenix Block—an apropos name, considering the busi-
ness block was twice resurrected after devastating fires in 
1856 and 1893 severely damaged the buildings. After the 
fire of 1893, the block was rebuilt with brick buildings. 

In June 1937, workmen began razing the historic Plym-
outh Hotel at the northwest corner of Main Street and 
Ann Arbor Trail. The Plymouth Hotel was located across 
the street from the Mayflower Hotel. A new two-story 
structure, costing $30,000, was planned for the site, con-
sisting of both office and retail space. Demolition of the 
hotel marked the passing of a historic downtown land-
mark and one of Plymouth’s last pre-Civil War buildings.   

A 1937 architectural drawing of the new building pro-
posed for the northwest corner of Main Street and Ann 
Arbor Trail (above). The ambitious plans for the building 
were eventually downscaled. The first operational phase 
of the building was completed in 1939, and was leased to 
the D & C Five and Dime Company.   

Remembering the Historic Plymouth Hotel  
Demolition of One of Plymouth’s  

Last pre-Civil War Buildings 

Because of the historic significance of the famous May-
flower Hotel that previously stood at the southwest corner 
of Main Street and Ann Arbor Trail, the northwest corner 
of that intersection is often overlooked when reminiscing 
about the history of Plymouth. The unsung corner was 
once the home of a prominent downtown hotel—the long 
forgotten Plymouth Hotel.   
 
The history of the hotel dates back to about 1853, when 
the hotel was known as the Root Hotel, operated by James 
Root. In 1856, a fire started in the hotel. The blaze swept 
north on Main Street and destroyed most of the buildings 
on the west side of the street. A few months after the fire, 
the hotel was rebuilt and reopened in 1857. In 1859, Wil-
liam Adams sold his farm west of Plymouth, and pur-
chased the hotel. The hotel became known as the Adams 
House, and was eventually renamed the Plymouth Hotel. 
 
During the Civil War, the Plymouth Hotel was a popular 
stop along the stagecoach line. One folktale about the ho-
tel’s stage service occurred on January 1, 1863, when the 
temperature was 37 below zero. As the hotel stage and 
horses slowed up in front of the hotel, returning to Plym-
outh from a trip to Wayne, it was noticed the stagecoach 
driver wasn’t moving. The driver, unprotected from the 
extreme cold weather, had frozen to death in his seat on 
top of the stage. 

The D & C Five and Dime Store on the former site of the 
Plymouth Hotel, ca. 1950s. The Five and Dime Company 
moved out of the building in 1968 and was replaced by a 
mini-mall. 
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Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
http://www.plymouthhistory.org 
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory 
734-455-8940  Fax: 734-455-7797 
 

Hours 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1-4 PM all days 
Open year round (except some holidays) 
 

Board of Directors 
Kathy Sullivan President 
Margaret Harris  Vice President 
Ivy Lung Secretary 
Jim Burroughs                Treasurer 
Jeff Ashton  Director 
Stephen Beltran  Director 
Stephanie Hoff Director 
Christian Huffman  Director 
Eric Joy Director 
Joe LeBlanc Director 
Mark Salloum  Director 
 

Staff 
Janet Burns Office Manager 
Alex Downie Assistant Archivist 
Mike Hoggard Facility Manager 
Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens Executive Director 
Leslie Ryder Education Coordinator 
Mary Thackston Exhibits Coordinator 
Marissa Warren Administrative Assistant 
Mike Woloszyk  Operations Director  
Pam Yockey Archivist 
Carolyn Zaborsky Cashier/Scheduler 
Maryanne Zavagnin   Museum Store Manager  
 
 
Museum Memo Editor 
Gerry Sabatini  sabatini1983@att.net 
Proofreader—Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Museum Memo is printed four times a year.  

Monthly Drawing  
Steve Moss, Barbara Rogers, and Judy Sameck 
are the respective winners of the July, August, 
and September drawings for a $25 gift 
certificate.  

 

Berkshire Hathaway, Plymouth 
Shayna Boussi, Canton  

Jeannine Chapoton, Plymouth 
Margaret Flowers, Westland 

Gregory Lewandowski, Plymouth 

The Plymouth Historical Museum is a privately funded 501(c)3 

charitable organization. We receive no government funding. 

We always have a "wish list" of things that help us as we work 

to preserve and share the history of Plymouth.  

Here are some of our common purchases to provide inspira-

tion: 

•    1 Roll Postage Stamps $68 per  

•    IT/Network support $1,000 

•    ½ month heating bill $500 

•    ½ month electric bill $600 

•    1 month employee salary $800 

To donate, make your check payable to the Plymouth Histori-

cal Museum. 

Plymouth Historical Museum Quotes 

One of the finest museums for its size in the country.   

Solon Weekes, curator of the Detroit Historical Museum, 1973 

Friends of the Plymouth  

Historical Museum  

New Members—Welcome! 

Thanks  

for your  

support! 

Kroger Plus Card Donations 

Thank you to those who have added the Plymouth 

Historical Society to their Kroger Plus Card. The Museum 

receives a small percentage from any purchases made by 

those who have an up-to-date registration on their cards.  

To participate in the program, visit 

www.krogercommunityrewards.com.  

Click on “Michigan” and click on “Enroll.”  

You must have a valid online account at Kroger.com 

to participate.  If you need help, give us a call at 734-455-

8940 ext. 9. We’ll be happy to help you get enrolled. .o 

Thank you  

for supporting 

 the Plymouth  

Historical Museum 

 

Become a Member! 

News that the Historical Museum was to become a reality was met 
with great appreciation. Officials see it as another jewel in the 

city's crown.  W. W. Edgar, Plymouth Mail & Observer, 1971 

It should bring happiness to a lot of people.   

     Margaret Dunning, 1971 
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Bits ‘n Pieces 

By Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens, executive director 

home built in 1901 near the heart 
of downtown Plymouth. We have 
been able to replicate, as close as 
possible within our space con-
straints, many of the features of 
the first floor of Draper’s home.  

Our concept is that you ap-
proach the new exhibit as if 
you’re walking in the back porch 
entrance. First you’ll see the car-
riage house on the left (which 
may or may not have a carriage 
and horse in it). Then you’ll see 
the kitchen. In the kitchen, hall-
way and parlor will be 
“windows” that will give you 
views of the activity on Church 
Street in 1915, the year we’ve 
chosen to represent because of 
the changing modes of transpor-
tation. The windows are actually 
TVs that will have people, cars, 
and horse and buggy going by.  

Another hallway takes you to 
the parlor on one side and the 
dining room on the other side. 
The next hallway you come to 
has the front door and the stairs 
up to the second floor (not acces-
sible to visitors). You’ll pass a 
small room with a bath tub and 
exit out the other end of the patio.  

You’ll be able to see a scene 
of the back yard of the Draper 
home on your left, while in front 
of you will be the donor wall, 
thanking all who have contribut-
ed to this massive project. If 

you’d like to contribute at least 
$100 before September 30, you 
too can be included on this wall. 
You can donate by contacting the 
Museum at 734-455-8940 x0, 
mailing us a check, or contributing 
at GiveSendGo.com/GAWZ6. We 
are so thankful for all of the com-
munity support! 

Sign up for the Members-only 
Preview to be one of the first to 
see our new exhibit space. Watch 
for your invitation in the mail.   

Ticket Sale Dates for Upcoming Events  
 
Date  Event  Members  Public 
Sept. 29 Spooky Kids Tea Now Now 
Oct. 12 Plymouth Ghosts Cemetery Walk Now Now 
Oct. 15 Members-only Preview Now 
Oct. 26 Jr. Comic Book Creators Workshop Now Now 
Dec. 7 Murder Mystery October 7 October 21 

Visit the  Museum Store! 

The store features an assortment of 

gifts and books pertaining to Plym-

outh’s history. Museum admission is 

not required to visit the store. Muse-

um Hours: Wednesday, Friday, Satur-

day, & Sunday, 1-4 pm. 155 S. Main 

Street, Plymouth, 734-455-8940. 

F or the past two months, the 
Plymouth Historical Muse-
um has been undergoing 

some transformations. The old 
Victorian rooms are long gone and 
in their place is a replica of the 
Charles Draper home on Church 
Street. You can read more about 
the construction in the article from 
The Rock on pages 8 and 9 in this 
newsletter. 

The Draper photo and negative 
collection was donated to the Mu-
seum a number of years ago. The 
images tell a story of a Victorian 

We’re building a house in the Museum! 

Carriage House 

Second floor collections storage area. 

Pretend you’re in the back yard... 



Donations Received  

June – August 2024 Thank You! 

Thank you for the following 
generous donations that were 
received between June and 
August 2024:  
 
The Dunning ($2,500 +) 

Plymouth Lions Club 
 

The Lincoln ($1,000-$2,499) 

Linda Manchester 
 
The Penniman ($250–$499) 

Hugh Hales 
Christine Kalla 
Cindy Reinhart 
 
The Kellogg ($100–$249) 

Toni Hartke 
John & Cynthia Hartsig 
John Krieman 
 
Under $100 

William & Julie Brunner 
Janis Campbell 
Emily Rosenquist 
Takeda Yoshido 
Sandra Zavatsky 
 

Sponsorships 
Family Fun ($300) 

Berkshire Hathaway 
 

Victorian Rooms 

Upgrade 
The Dunning ($2,500 +) 

Jim Burroughs 
 
The Lincoln  

($1,000-$2,499) 

Bank of Ann Arbor 
GEM Asset Management 
Plymouth Physical Therapy 

Specialists 
 

The Starkweather 

($500–$999) 

Joe & Ellen Elliott 
Joe Grima 
Stella Contracting 
 
The Kellogg ($100-$250) 

Carl Battishill 
Berkshire Hathaway 
Caviston Insurance Agency 
E & E Manufacturing 
East Elm Kitchen 
Margaret Harris 
Sheree Harris 
Hines Park Lincoln 
Hayley Hoffman 
Past Reflections 
Peter Smith 
Plymouth Canton Civitan 

Club 
Plymouth Chamber of 

Commerce 
Margaret Predhomme 
RichRealty 
Sean O’Callaghan’s 
Studio Z Architecture 
Trailwood Garden Club 
Travel Leaders 
David & Laura Treanor 
Kathy Turnquist 
Vermeulen-Sajewski Funeral 

Home 
 

Under $100 

Ron Carley 
Clark Chapin 
Skip Duett 
Sue Paulin 
Cari Taplin 
 

Archives 
The Kellogg ($100–$249) 

David Jakubiec 
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In 1941, Ruth Huston-Whipple was elect-
ed to a second consecutive one-year term 
as mayor of Plymouth. 
 
Huston-Whipple served as Plymouth’s 
first female elected city commissioner 
(1934-1949), and first female mayor of 
Plymouth (1940-1942). She was a 1913 
graduate of Plymouth High School and 
later worked as a teacher and debate 
coach at the school. She was a distin-
guished leader and tireless volunteer in 
the Plymouth community, championing 
the improvement of inhumane conditions 
at a local juvenile detention center, and 
addressing environmental and beautifica-
tion concerns in the City. 
 
The Ruth Huston-Whipple Award for 
Civic Engagement was established in 
2020, and is named in honor of Ruth 
Huston-Whipple to recognize a commu-
nity member who, like Huston-Whipple, 
has positively impacted the quality of life 
in the City of Plymouth through excep-
tional civic or philanthropic engagement.  

83 Years Ago 1941  
Plymouth Mail 

Ruth  
Huston-Whipple  

1896-1955 

If you know of anyone who 

would be willing to volunteer 

three hours of service at the Mu-

seum each month, please let us 

know.  

Please phone the Museum at 

734-455-8940 x 6 and leave a 

message. We will return your 

phone call as soon as we are 

available.   

Thank you for your support, 

and thank you to our dedicated 

team of volunteers! 
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By Elizabeth Kerstens 
and Ellen Elliott 

A Slice of History, courtesy of   
Plymouth Today magazine,  

issue Third Quarter 2024 
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90 Years Ago  
August 1934 

Plymouth Mail  

A 1934 architectural drawing of the new Plymouth post office, designed by the 
United States Treasury procurement division, clearly showing what a beautiful 
structure was planned for the city.  The building was built in 1935 at the former site 
of the John Patterson homestead on Penniman Avenue, and officially opened on 
April 1, 1936.  Plymouth was one of eight Michigan cities to benefit from appropri-
ations made by Congress for the post office structure. 

Plymouth Post Office article, courtesy of Assistant Plymouth DDA Director Reiko Misumi-Schelm,  
Plymouth DDA Newsletter, September 2024 
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T he Plymouth Historical Museum is very 
lucky to have a talented and dedicated staff 
of Museum guides, and Rich Kaylor is cer-

tainly one of them. 
    Rich is a native of Massillon, Ohio. He began his 
Michigan ties by attending the University of De-
troit. He graduated with a degree in business and 
earned his Master’s soon after.  
    His career in Detroit spanned 27 years working 
for Chase Bank. Rich also spent time as a CPA and 
then worked for ten years in the real estate business 
for Century 21. 

He began volunteering at the Museum back in 2017 as a referral from 
Mike Woloszyk, the operations director. Mike was surprised Rich agreed to 
join the volunteer staff of guides, since he was already busy volunteering in 
other organizations.  

He has been involved, along with his wife April, with the Henry Ford 
West Bloomfield Hospital as a therapy dog handler for the past fourteen 
years. In addition to that commitment, Rich has been lending his services 
since 1983 to the United Cerebral Palsy as a board director, president and 
volunteer.  

When Rich is not busy volunteering, he enjoys getting out on the golf 
course and spending time with his two grandchildren, Clare and CeCe.  

Besides volunteering at the Museum as a guide, you may have seen him 
playing Santa Claus for the children in the caboose at Christmas time. Rich 
has always had a keen interest in history and museums and finds his volun-
teering experience here a perfect fit. 

We are glad he does. 
 

—Written by Mike Woloszyk, Museum marketing director 

Rich Kaylor 

Volunteer Spotlight 

60 Years Ago  
September 1964 

97 Years Ago  1927 
Plymouth Mail 

Plymouth area business leaders declared 
1927 as Plymouth’s Year. 
 
In 1927, Detroit area newspapers report-
ed on the many advantages of living in 
Plymouth, and featured news stories and 
photos recognizing community leaders 
and businesses. Two major construction 
projects completed in 1927 were the 
Mayflower Hotel and Starkweather 
School. 
 
“Vision and faith have built all the 
great cities of the past. Vision and faith 
will continue to build the cities of the 
future. But Plymouth has more than 
just that. She has community pride, 
and has it in abundance.”   

—Plymouth Mail, 1927 

A 1927 architectural drawing of the May-
flower Hotel in downtown Plymouth, 
depicting five stories. The final height of 
the building was three stories. Plymouth 
community leaders raised $209,000 to 
finance the venture. The hotel building 
was closed and demolished in 1999. 

A 1927 architectural drawing of Stark-
weather School in Plymouth’s Old Vil-
lage. The school was named after George 
Anson Starkweather (1826-1907), an 
illustrious community leader. The school 
was built for $125,000 and served as a 
grade school from 1927 to 1977. The 
building was later converted into an al-
ternative high school and an adult educa-
tion center.  The school closed in 2013. 

The Plymouth Historical Museum owes its success  

to the efforts of its dedicated volunteers.  

Thank You Volunteers!  Volunteers Make a Difference! 
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Under Construction article courtesy of The Plymouth Rock magazine, August 2024. 
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Charles Draper (1865-1941), is shown in his jewelry and watch 
store on Main Street in Plymouth, circa 1900. Draper was also an 
amateur photographer and took many of the photos that represent 
Plymouth at the turn of the century. He was one of Plymouth’s 
pioneer business men. He died January 26, 1941, at his home at 
1046 Church Street following a stroke. Two months prior to his 
death, Draper had announced his retirement after 47 years in the 
jewelry business. He was born in South Lyon on May 19, 1865, 
and moved to Plymouth as a young adult after attending a watch-
makers’ school in Ann Arbor. 

83 Years Ago  
January 1941  
Plymouth Mail 

The Charles Draper 
house on Church Street 
was built in 1901. The 
historic house is an ex-
ample of Victorian  
Queen Anne architec-
ture. Photo circa 2008. 
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A 1915 photo of newly paved Main Street in Plym-
outh, south of Ann Arbor Trail, when South Main 
Street was a tree lined residential road. During the late 
1950s, the large shade trees were removed when the 
road was widened to accommodate the increasing ve-
hicle traffic. The quaint residential homes were re-
zoned for business use or were demolished. Long time 
Plymouth residents were saddened at the loss of Main 
Street’s small town residential character, all for the 
progress of the automotive age.  

Plymouth in the Early 1900s  
Advanced from Horse & Buggy to Horseless Carriage 

A view of Penniman Avenue looking east toward Kellogg Park, photo 
circa 1915. Note the significant mix of automobile and horse traffic 
sharing the street. By the early 1920s, the horseless carriage became the 
preferred choice for travel, and eventually sealed the fate of the horse 
and buggy era, forever changing the tranquil and rural character of 
Plymouth.  

With all the businesses along Main Street today and the constant hum 
of automobile traffic, forgotten is the time when Plymouth’s Main 
Street was lined with stately residential homes. Prior to the popularity 
of the automobile and the expansion of the business district, the Victo-
rian style houses on Main Street conveyed a quiet setting void of the 
noise of sputtering vehicles. The homes were owned by some of the 
wealthiest people of Plymouth. Photo circa early 1900s. 

Alter Motor Car 
Produced in  

Plymouth, Michigan 

“The horseless carriage will never come into 
as common use as the bicycle,” The Literary 
Digest declared in 1899 after Henry Ford 
demonstrated an early Ford automobile.   

An early 1900s view of Liberty Street in Plymouth 
looking from east to west. Noteworthy in the photo are 
the three methods of transportation commonly seen on 
Plymouth streets by 1915: a bicycle, an automobile, 
and a horse pulling a wagon (far right). 

Two Plymouth women 
jointly holding an um-
brella, enjoy a quiet 
leisurely stroll along 
Church Street west of 
Harvey Street, shaded 
from the afternoon 
sun. Unlike today at 
the intersection, no 
automobiles are in 
sight. Photo circa early 
1900s. 

Early automobiles were prone to constant mechanical 
failures. The common phrase spoken to the driver of a 
stranded automobile was, “Get a horse!” In the early 
1900s, the transition from horse to horseless carriage 
was a significant lifestyle adjustment. Eventually the 
automobile was accepted as more efficient than using a 
horse for transportation.  

From 1914 to 1916, the Alter Motor Car 
Company in Plymouth produced the 
Alter Car from a design by Charles Alter 
of Manitowoc, Wisconsin. The car was 
made of component parts shipped to 
Plymouth by rail and then assembled at 
the factory that still stands on Farmer 
Street. The company couldn’t keep up 
with demand or acquire additional fi-
nancing and went into receivership. The 
only known Alter Car that still exists is 
on permanent display at the Plymouth 
Historical Museum. 



Friends of the Plymouth Historical Museum  
155 S. Main Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
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Calendar of Events 
Events are at the Museum unless otherwise 
specified. Tickets can be found at http://
plymouthhistory.org/events/. 
 
September 
29—Spooky Kids Tea, noon-2 pm. Tickets on sale. 
 
October 
12—Plymouth Ghosts Cemetery Walk, 4-9 pm. 
Tickets on sale. 
 
15—“First Ladies—Fashion Setters” Members-only 
Preview, 6-8 pm. Tickets available now. 
 
16—“First Ladies—Fashion Setters”  exhibit opens. 
 
26—Junior Comic Book Creators Workshop, 1-4 pm. 
Tickets on sale. 
 
November 
30—Santa in the Caboose. Free admission. 
 
December 
1, 7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22—Santa in the Caboose. Free 
admission. 

Woo Woooo!  
All Aboard  

the CSX Railroad  
Caboose  

permanently  
on display at the  

Plymouth Historical 
Museum.   

Weldon Petz Abraham Lincoln Exhibit 
 
Opened in 2002, the Abraham Lincoln Ex-
hibit at the Plymouth Historical Museum is a 
result of the lifetime collection amassed by 
Dr. Weldon Petz. Classes and tours are 
available by trained Museum guides and 
teachers. 


