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84 Years Ago   
November 1940 
Plymouth Mail 

One of the first Thanks-
givings in America was 
observed during the fall 
season of 1621, by the 
pilgrims from England 
who had established a 
colony in Plymouth, Mas-
sachusetts, in 1620. The 
event was considered a 
harvest celebration. The 
city of Plymouth is 
named after the historic 
Plymouth, Massachusetts, 
settlement. 

90 Years Ago   
November 1934 
Plymouth Mail 
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Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
http://www.plymouthhistory.org 
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory 
734-455-8940  Fax: 734-455-7797 
 

Hours 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1-4 PM all days 
Open year round (except some holidays) 
 

Board of Directors 
Kathy Sullivan President 
Margaret Harris  Vice President 
Ivy Lung Secretary 
Jim Burroughs                Treasurer 
Jeff Ashton  Director 
Stephen Beltran  Director 
Stephanie Hoff Director 
Christian Huffman  Director 
Eric Joy Director 
Joe LeBlanc Director 
Mark Salloum  Director 
 

Staff 
Janet Burns Office Manager 
Alex Downie Assistant Archivist 
Julia Flagg  Marketing Director  
Mike Hoggard Facility Manager 
Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens Executive Director 
Anita Strach   Museum Store Manager  
Mary Thackston Exhibits Coordinator 
Marissa Warren Administrative Assistant 
Cindi Willard Education Coordinator 
Pam Yockey Archivist 
Carolyn Zaborsky Cashier/Scheduler 
 
Museum Memo Editor 
Gerry Sabatini  sabatini1983@att.net 
Proofreader—Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Museum Memo is printed four times a year.  

Monthly Drawing  
Pam Piendel, Jerry Wargo, and Jim Balgooyen 
are the respective winners of the October, 
November, and December drawings for a $25 
gift certificate.  

 

Wes Bodenhamer, Plymouth 
Camelot Installations, Wixom 

Elizabeth Fabien, Canton 
Julia Flagg, Plymouth 

Virginia Kovl, Dearborn 
Carolyn Lebeau, Plymouth 

Martha Martinez, Plymouth 
Amy Mustonen, Novi 

Connor Reid, Plymouth 
Plymouth Jewelry & Gifts, Plymouth 

Plymouth Rubber & Transmission, Plymouth 
Adam Szymczyk, Plymouth 
Gina Szymczyk, Plymouth 

The Plymouth Historical Museum is a privately funded 501(c)3 

charitable organization. We receive no government funding. 

We always have a "wish list" of things that help us as we work 

to preserve and share the history of Plymouth.  

Here are some of our common purchases to provide inspira-

tion: 

•    1 Roll Postage Stamps $73 per  

•    IT/Network support $1,000 

•    ½ month heating bill $500 

•    ½ month electric bill $600 

•    1 month employee salary $800 

To donate, make your check payable to the Plymouth Histori-

cal Museum. 

Plymouth Historical Museum Quotes 

One of the finest museums for its size in the country.   

Solon Weekes, curator of the Detroit Historical Museum, 1973 

Friends of the Plymouth  

Historical Museum  

New Members—Welcome! 

Thanks  

for your  

support! 

Kroger Plus Card Donations 

Thank you to those who have added the Plymouth 

Historical Society to their Kroger Plus Card. The Museum 

receives a small percentage from any purchases made by 

those who have an up-to-date registration on their cards.  

To participate in the program, visit 

www.krogercommunityrewards.com.  

Click on “Michigan” and click on “Enroll.”  

You must have a valid online account at Kroger.com 

to participate.  If you need help, give us a call at 734-455-

8940 ext. 9. We’ll be happy to help you get enrolled. .o 

News that the Historical Museum was to become a reality was met 
with great appreciation. Officials see it as another jewel in the 

city's crown.  W. W. Edgar, Plymouth Mail & Observer, 1971 

Thank you for supporting the Plymouth  

Historical Museum -  Become a Member! 
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Bits ‘n Pieces 

By Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens, executive director 

Mike Woloszyk wore many 
hats in the four years he was the 
Museum’s marketing director 
and, briefly, the operations direc-
tor. He reenacted as a variety of 
people in skits, cemetery walks, 
ghost walks, Night at the Muse-
um parties, and murder mysteries. 
He also created and ran our new 
Time Escape Adventure, as well 
as several other key responsibili-
ties. Mike’s replacement, Julia 
Flagg, star ted in November  and 
is hard at work looking for spon-
sors to support our events for 
2025. You can read more about 
Julia on page 7 of this issue.  

MaryAnne Zavagnin 
has been running the Museum 
Store for several years and 
has recently stepped down. 
Anita Strach, who volun-
teered in the store for many 
years, has taken charge and 
will be in the store frequently 
to greet you. Thank you, 
MaryAnne, and welcome 
back, Anita! 

Pam Yockey was a vol-
unteer at the Museum for 
many years before becoming 
the Museum archivist in 
2018. She is also responsible 
for making many of the beau-
tiful gowns currently on dis-
play in our “First Ladies—
Fashion Setters” exhibit, as 
well as loaning vintage cloth-
ing through the years. Pam 
will be retiring at the end of 
January. While her shoes are 
hard to fill, Marissa Warren 
will be moving from adminis-
trative assistant to archivist at 
that time. Marissa interned 
with Pam several years ago 
and has been the administra-
tive assistant for four years. 
She will be sorely missed in 
the front office! 

 

Annual Appeal 
Thank you to all who 

have generously donated to 
our annual appeal! There’s 
still time to make an end of 
year donation. Please keep 
the Museum in mind! 

Ticket Sale Dates for Upcoming Events  
 
Date      Event  Members  Public 
Jan 10, 17, 24   Time Escape Adventure Now Now 
Feb 11     Members-only Preview Dec 30 
Feb 23     After the War Fashion Show & Tea Now Dec 30 
Mar 22     Comic Book Creator’s Workshop Jan 13 Jan 27 
 

Visit the  Museum Store! 

The store features an assortment of 

gifts and books pertaining to Plym-

outh’s history. Museum admission is 

not required to visit the store. Muse-

um Hours: Wednesday, Friday, Satur-

day, & Sunday, 1-4 pm. 155 S. Main 

Street, Plymouth, 734-455-8940. 

T he new Victorian Home 
is finished and has been 
open to visitors since 

mid-October. We’re receiving 
rave reviews from those who 
have experienced the new ex-
hibit space. The home is cur-
rently decorated for Christmas 
(right). If you haven’t yet come 
in, please do! We’re very proud 
of our exhibits and displays. 
 

Staff Changes 
We have had some staff 

turmoil in 2024 and there’s 
more changes coming in 2025.  

Leslie Ryder, who had 
been our education coordinator 
since 2009, retired at the end of 
June. She has now been re-
placed by one of our magnifi-
cent Museum guides, Cindi 
Willard. Cindi has been not 
only a guide, but also helps on the 
exhibits committee and works 
some of our special events. She’s 
eager to work with our teachers 
and other staff to bring quality his-
toric education to students from 
around the area.  



Donations Received  

September – November 2024 Thank You! 

Thank you for the following 
generous donations that were 
received between September 
and November 2024:  
 
The Lincoln ($1,000-$2,499) 
Cynthia Hartsig 
Kiwanis Club of Colonial 

Plymouth 

 
The Penniman ($250–$499) 
Louis Christensen 
Mary Fritz 
Jane Fry 
Wesley Hough 
Geraldine Kilsdonk 
Stephen Marulis 
O’Donnell Electric 
Mayflower Enterprises 
Plymouth Rubber & Transmission 
Fred Robinson 
Gerald Sabatini 
 

The Kellogg ($100–$249) 
Fabian Beltran 
Paula Bowman 
James Burroughs 
Patricia Carroll 
Nancy Chapman 
Dexter Antiquarians 
Chuck Dykhouse 
E & M Properties 
Expert Heating & Cooling 
Jacqueline George 
Hugh Hales 
Hidden Cove Estates 
John W. Hunter Questers #142 
Inch Memorials 
John Marshall 
Judith Morgan 
Dan Packer 
Barbara Rogers 
David Rucinski 
Leslie Ryder 
Sarah Ann Cochrane NSDAR 
Carol Sawyer 
Jerry Wargo 
Jayne Willson 
Pam Yockey 

Under $100 
Marie-Louise Capote 
Giving Hope 
Karen Gizzi 
Bennie Latimer 
Bob McCaffrey 
David Norman 
Barbara Peterson 
Geraldine Pritchard 
Veralou Scott 
Jeffrey Tertzakian 
Elsia Mae Trinka 
Takeda Yoshido 
 

Sponsorships 
Hamilton ($600) 
Hock Family Dentistry 

 

Plymouth Ghosts ($500) 
ATS Advisors 
 

Family Fun ($300) 
Comparis on the Park 
E & E Manufacturing 
 

Victorian Home 
The Dunning ($2,500 +) 
James Burroughs 
Kiwanis Club of Colonial 

Plymouth 

 
The Lincoln  

($1,000-$2,499) 
Clark Chapin 
Brian Kidston 
 

The Starkweather 

($500–$999) 
Sally Fedus 
 

The Penniman ($250–$499) 
BNE Services 
Kathy Sullivan  

 
The Kellogg ($100-$249) 
Stephen Beltran 
Cynthia Burnstein 
Camelot Installations 
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If you know of anyone who 

would be willing to volunteer 

three hours of service at the Mu-

seum each month, please let us 

know.  

Please phone the Museum at 

734-455-8940 x 6 and leave a 

message. We will return your 

phone call as soon as we are 

available.   

Thank you for your support, 

and thank you to our dedicated 

team of volunteers! 

Community Financial Credit 
Unioin 

Diann Dupuis 
First Financial Strategies 
Forest Place Optical 
Mary Fritz 
William Gayde 
Cheryl Harvey 
Lori Hemingway 
Stephanie Hoff 
Jean LaPointe 
Carolyn Lebeau 
Martha Martinez 
MI Educational Credit Union 
Cam Miller 
Pam Piendel 
Phoenix Mill Events 
Plymouth Jewelry & Gifts 
Stuart Popp 
Fred Robinson 
Rockit Digital Marketing 
Gerald Sabatini 
Richard Schubatis 
Paul Sincock 
Lary Smith 
Peter Smith 
Anita Strach 
Mary Thackston 
Trailwood Garden Club 
USA Hockey 
Richard Walther 
Mark & Agnieszka Wira 
Edie Wysocki 
Carolyn Zaborsky 
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A Slice of History, courtesy of   
Plymouth Today magazine,  
issue Fourth Quarter 2024 

By Elizabeth Kerstens and Ellen Elliott 
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60 Years Ago  
November  

1964 

It all started on October 6, 1963, when ground was broken for the 
new city hall. Present at the happy occasion were, left to right, former 
City Clerk Joseph Near, Commissioner George Lawton, Carl Shear, 
Commissioner James Jabara, Municipal Building Authority Chairman 
Harold Guenther, Commissioner Arch Vallier, Mayor Pro-Tem James 
Houk, Lou Borregard, State Rep. Paul Chandler of Livonia, Congress-
woman Martha Griffiths, Architect Byron Becker, former Mayor 
Robert Sincock, Mrs. Neil Staebler, wife of the Congressman-at-large, 
Everette Burmester, General Contractor Ernie Burger, and City Man-
ager Albert Glassford. 

62 Years Ago  
October 1962 
Plymouth Mail 

A view of the old city hall across from the inter-
section of Main and Church streets, circa 1960. 
The old city hall, built in 1880, was razed in 1964 
and replaced with the current colonial-style 
building. The building to the right is the former 
Christian Science Church, built in 1903.     

An architectural drawing of the proposed 
new Plymouth City Hall, located adjacent to 
the Dunning-Hough Library on Main 
Street.  October 1962. 

The old city hall 
commission chamber 
room had inadequate  
space, was not bright-
ly lit, and lacked cen-
tral air conditioning, 
causing the room 
temperature to rise 
unpleasantly warmer 
during the summer 
months. 

During the spring of 1964, as construction of the new city hall con-
tinued toward completion, brick was put in place and assembly of 
the roof was started. General Contractor Ernie Burger kept his crew 
working whenever they could during inclement weather in order to 
complete the project on schedule for fall of 1964. The cornerstone 
was laid on May 22, 1964, and the building was occupied in August 
1964. On November 15, 1964, more than 3,000 people attended the 
official open house. 

The open house for 
Plymouth’s new city hall 
was held on November 
15, 1964. The building 
was previously occupied 
by city staff in August 
1964. The open house 
was delayed until the 
interior trim was final-
ized. 
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T his month we welcome our new Mar-
keting Director, Julia Flagg, who re-
places Mike Woloszyk, who recently 

retired.  
    Julia is a township resident and volun-
teered at the Plymouth Historical Museum 
many times over the last 30 years. 
    Born in Dearborn, she spent her school 
years in the Grand Haven area. She graduat-
ed from Western Michigan University with a 
BBA and spent her college years restoring 
historic homes in Kalamazoo, Battle Creek, 

and the Marshall area. She worked hand-in-hand with the Marshall 
Historic Home Tours.  

She married and moved to Plymouth in the 1980s—the town 
where her great-grandfather and his two brothers—the Wagonschute 
family—lived. Julia still has the family’s 110-year-old pump organ, 
and welcomes all to come by to play it!  

Over the years, she has been a substitute teacher around the area, 
ran several marketing campaigns for small businesses, and currently 
sings in the “DTE Singers” for the Tiger’s home games. At Christmas 
time, she’s a substitute soprano for area churches to help complete the 
choirs for their Christmas celebration services.  

We look forward to working with Julia as she channels her vibrant 
enthusiasm into more visitors and donations for the Museum!  

 
 

—Written by Mike Woloszyk, Museum marketing director 

Julia Flagg 

Volunteer Spotlight 

60 Years Ago  
December 1964 

The Plymouth Historical Museum owes its success  

to the efforts of its dedicated volunteers.  

Thank You Volunteers!  Volunteers Make a Difference! 

90 Years Ago  
November 1934 
Plymouth Mail 

At right is a classic photo of the 1965 Bristol, England, double decker bus 
that was owned by the city of Plymouth during the 1980s. The bus was 
used for special events and rented for chartered services to Tiger Stadium 
and to Greenfield Village. The British icon required careful attention when 
the driver was maneuvering the bus. The driver seat was on the right side 
of the bus, the passenger doors were on the left side facing traffic, and the 
height of the bus did not fit under the railroad bridge on Ann Arbor Road.  
The reconditioned 1965 Bristol, England, double decker bus is shown 
parked in front of Plymouth City Hall; circa 1980s.  
Image from the Plymouth Historical Museum archives.   

44 Years Ago  1980 
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57 Years Ago   
October 1967 
Plymouth Mail 

57 Years Ago   
May 1967 

Plymouth Mail 

57 Years Ago   
August 1967 
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59 Years Ago  
November 1965 

100 Years Ago   
September 1924 
Plymouth Mail 

58 Years Ago  
July 1966 

In 2006, the 82-year-old historic Masonic Temple building in downtown 
Plymouth was sold and demolished. The developer proposed a three-story 
complex with a total of 18 condominiums on the second and third floors, 
and office space on the first floor. The new development was named the 
Parkside project. The Masonic property sold for a reported $1.2 million.  
Construction cost for the project was estimated at $4 million. The tentative 
price for each condominium was around $300,000. 

Plymouth History Footnote,  18 Years Ago  2006 

A 2006 architectural drawing of 
the planned Parkside project in 
downtown Plymouth at the for-
mer site of the Masonic Temple 
building. 

A 1924 architectural rendering 
of the new Masonic Temple. 
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61 Years Ago  
September 1963  

To the excitement of Detroit Lions 
fans, Big George’s Home Appliance 
Store on Plymouth Road an-
nounced that Lions quarterback 
Milt Plum would visit the store to 
talk with fans and sign autographs. 
The Lions finished the 1963 season 
with a record of 5-8-1. Plum, who 
began his career with the Cleveland 
Browns in 1957, played for Detroit 
from 1962 to 1967. His best year 
with the Lions was in 1964 when he 
threw for 2,241 yards and 18 touch-
downs. He retired in 1969 after 13 
seasons in the NFL. Plum's passer 
rating of 110.4 in 1960 was the best 
single-season mark until 1989 
when San Francisco  quarterback   
Joe Montana surpassed it with a 
rating of 112.4. Plum played quar-
terback at Penn State and was a sec-
ond round draft pick. 

Plymouth Days Gone By 
Compiled by Gerry Sabatini from the newspaper archives at the  

Plymouth District Library 

54 Years Ago  1970 
Plymouth Mail  

& Observer 

Milt Plum - Detroit Lions  
Quarterback from 1962 to1967 

57 Years Ago  
October 1967  

In the fall of 1967, 
Dick Egloff, a 
former football 
star at Plymouth 
High School, was 
a starting defen-
sive linebacker 
with the Arizona 
State University 
gridiron squad.   
Egloff, a senior, 
was 6 foot 2, 206 
pounds. 
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77 Years Ago  
October 1947 
Plymouth Mail 

Plymouth 12  Wayne 6 

 

Plymouth 50 Northville 0 

77 Years Ago  
November 1947 
Plymouth Mail 



Friends of the Plymouth Historical Museum  
155 S. Main Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
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Calendar of Events 
Events are at the Museum unless otherwise 
specified. Tickets can be found at http://
plymouthhistory.org/events/. 
 
January 

10Time Escape Adventure, 6-7 pm. Tickets $30. 
https://tinyurl.com/4mtu3nrd 
17Time Escape Adventure, 6-7 pm. Tickets $30. 
https://tinyurl.com/4mtu3nrd 
24Time Escape Adventure, 6-7 pm. Tickets $30. 
https://tinyurl.com/4mtu3nrd 
26Last day, “First Ladies—Fashion Setters” special 
exhibit. 
 
January 27February 11—Museum Closed 
 
February 

11—Members-only Preview, 6-8 pm. 
12—“War’s Over...Now What?” Special Exhibit 
opens 
23—“After the War Fashion Show & Tea,” 2-4 pm. 
Tickets on sale to members now; on sale to public 
December 30. 

Woo Woooo!  
All Aboard  

the CSX Railroad  
Caboose  

permanently  
on display at the  

Plymouth Historical 
Museum.   

Museum Closed 

 

Christmas Day  

December 25  

&  

New Year’s DaY  


