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80 Years Ago 1945 
Plymouth Mail C ass S. Hough (1904-1990), son of Edward C. Hough, suc-

ceeded his father in 1959 as president of the Daisy Air Rifle 
Company. Cass was with Daisy for 50 years, joining his fa-

ther in 1926. Cass served in World War II as a fighter pilot. In 
1940, he set a world record for flight, traveling faster than the 
speed of sound during a test dive maneuver. The test flight provid-
ed invaluable technical information for the Allies. After WWII, 
Cass served as chairman of the Michigan Aeronautics Commission. 
Col. Cass Hough is enshrined in the Aviation Hall of Fame. In 
1976, Cass authored the book, It’s a Daisy, telling the detailed story 
of the Daisy Manufacturing Company.  

The Plymouth Historical So-
ciety is receiving a grant for 
$30,000 from the Margaret Dun-
ning Foundation. The grant is 
for two projects: 
1. Main Street Tile Replace-

ment. Some of the tile on the 
Museum’s Main Street is 
very old and/or discolored.  

That tile will be replaced with 
a flooring that resembles cob-
ble stones. Work will take 
place in July. 

2. Murals Refreshed. The two 
murals on the front of the 
Museum need to be cleaned 
and refreshed. Work will 
begin in April. 

Society Receives Dunning Foundation Grant 
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Plymouth Historical Museum 
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 
http://www.plymouthhistory.org 
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthhistory 
734-455-8940  Fax: 734-455-7797 
 

Hours 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1-4 PM all days 
Open year round (except some holidays) 
 

Board of Directors 
Kathy Sullivan President 
Margaret Harris  Vice President 
Ivy Lung Secretary 
Jim Burroughs                Treasurer 
Jeff Ashton  Director 
Stephen Beltran  Director 
Stephanie Hoff Director 
Christian Huffman  Director 
Eric Joy Director 
Joe LeBlanc Director 
Mark Salloum  Director 
 

Staff 
Janet Burns Office Manager 
Alex Downie Assistant Archivist 
Laura Elder Marketing Specialist & 
 Administrative Assistant 
Mike Hoggard Facility Manager 
Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens Executive Director 
Anita Strach   Museum Store Manager  
Mary Thackston Exhibits Coordinator 
Marissa Warren Archivist 
Cindi Willard Education Coordinator 
Carolyn Zaborsky Cashier/Scheduler 
 
Museum Memo Editor 
Gerry Sabatini  sabatini1983@att.net 
Proofreader—Elizabeth Kerstens 
 
The Museum Memo is printed four times a year.  

Monthly Drawing  
 
B.J. Haire, Pam Lasazen, and Suzanne Curtiss 
are the respective winners of the January, 
February, and March drawings for a $25 gift 
certificate.  

 

Annalee, Northville 
Roberta Burdette, Plymouth 

Gerald Dominic, Livonia 
Jeanne Dumas, Plymouth 

Lynn Ellyn, Redford 
John Fallat, Milford 

Carla Garwood, Plymouth 
Rich Godfrey, Plymouth 
Emily Habitz, Plymouth 
Timothy Joy, Plymouth 
Sean Lewis, Plymouth 

Daniel Miller, Plymouth 
John Paris, Plymouth 

Marisa Perez, Plymouth 
John Prater, Dearborn 

Michael Tamm, DMD, Plymouth 
Pat Watson, Novi 

The Plymouth Historical Museum is a privately funded 501(c)3 

charitable organization. We receive no government funding. 

We always have a "wish list" of things that help us as we work 

to preserve and share the history of Plymouth.  

Here are some of our common purchases to provide inspira-

tion: 

•    1 Roll Postage Stamps $73 per  

•    IT/Network support $1,000 

•    ½ month heating bill $600 

•    ½ month electric bill $800 

•    1 month employee salary $1,000 

To donate, make your check payable to the Plymouth Histori-

cal Museum. 

Plymouth Historical Museum Quotes 

“One of the finest museums for its size in the country.”   

−Solon Weekes, curator of the Detroit Historical Museum, 1973 

Friends of the Plymouth  

Historical Museum  

New Members—Welcome! 

Thanks  

for your  

support! 

Kroger Plus Card Donations 

Thank you to those who have added the Plymouth 

Historical Society to their Kroger Plus Card. The Museum 

receives a small percentage from any purchases made by 

those who have an up-to-date registration on their cards.  

To participate in the program, visit 

www.krogercommunityrewards.com.  

Click on “Michigan” and click on “Enroll.”  

You must have a valid online account at Kroger.com 

to participate.  If you need help, give us a call at 734-455-

8940 ext. 9. We’ll be happy to help you get enrolled. .o 

“News that the Historical Museum was to become a reality was 
met with great appreciation. Officials see it as another jewel in the 

city's crown.“ −W. W. Edgar, Plymouth Mail & Observer, 1971 
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Bits ‘n Pieces 

By Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens, executive director 

Qualified Charitable Distribution 
     Individual retirement arrangement (IRA) owners 
age 70½ or more can transfer up to $100,000 to chari-
ty tax-free each year. These transfers, known as quali-
fied charitable distributions or QCDs, offer eligible 
older Americans a great way to easily give to charity 
before the end of the year. And, for those who are at 
least 73 years old, QCDs count toward the IRA own-
er's required minimum distribution (RMD) for the 
year. 
     Normally, distributions from a traditional IRA are 
taxable when received. With a QCD, however, these 
distributions become tax-free as long as they're paid 
directly from the trustee of the IRA to an eligible 
charitable organization.  
     Please remember the Plymouth Historical Society 
in your charitable giving plans. We are a 501(c)3 so 
your donation is tax deductible. Call for information 
on donating to the Society’s building fund. 

Ticket Sale Dates for Upcoming Events  
 
Date      Event  Members  Public 
April 26  Plymouth Ghosts Cemetery Walk Now Now 
May 4  Frozen Princess Tea Now  Now 
June 1  Wilcox House Tour April 2 April 16 
June 21  Murder Mystery April 28 May 12 
July 27  Wilcox House Tour May 26 June 9 

The store features an assortment of 

gifts and books pertaining to Plym-

outh’s history. Museum admission is 

not required to visit the store. Muse-

um Hours: Wednesday, Friday, Satur-

day, & Sunday, 1-4 pm. 155 S. Main 

Street, Plymouth, 734-455-8940. 

Community Contribution Award 
The Plymouth Historical Museum received the 

“Community Contribution Award” from the Plym-
outh Community Chamber of Commerce on March 
20, 2025, during the 10th Annual Business Awards 
Dinner at Fox Hills Golf & Banquet Center. I was 
honored to represent the Museum at the awards din-
ner, hosted by Chamber President Wes Graff (right). 
In addition to the trophy pictured here, we received 
certificates from the United States Congress, the 
State of Michigan, Wayne County, the City of Plym-
outh, and Plymouth Township. We will be display-
ing the certificates and trophy in the stairwell to the 
lower level of the Museum. 

 

Ghosts of Plymouth Walk 
The Museum’s annual Ghosts of Plymouth Walk 

is just around the corner on Saturday, April 26. 
Tickets are still available, so please come join us! If 
you like our cemetery walks, the Ghosts of Plym-
outh Walk is similar, just not in the cemetery.  

This year we have eight “ghosts” representing 
people from Plymouth’s past. The walk begins at the 
Museum and stops at various spots along Main 
Street, including the Baker House at 233 S. Main 
and the old Plymouth Hospital at 218 S. Main. The 
ghosts will tell the stories of the people or business-
es that occupied the buildings in days gone by. 

The walk will last a little over an hour, so please 
wear your walk-
ing shoes. 
     Tickets for 
the walk are $20 
in advance and 
$25 that day. 
Groups of 8 or 
more can get dis-
counted tickets 
by calling 734-
455-8940 x 0. 

Visit the Museum Store! 

Support the Museum 



Donations Received  

December 2024 – February 2025 - Thank You! 

Thank you for the following 
generous donations that were 
received between December 
2024 and February 2025:  
 
The Penniman ($250–

$499) 

Kevin Burek 
Patricia Malcolm 
 
The Kellogg ($100–$249) 

Helena Scappaticci 
 

Under $100 

Grace Colter 
Cheryl Harvey 
Toni Lattimer 
 

Sponsorships 
Mayflower ($2,500) 

The Ledger 
 

Plymouth Fair ($2,000) 

Blackwell Ford 
 

Plymouth Ghosts ($500) 

C.L. Finlan Insurance 
Fox Hills Golf & Banquet 

Center 
Plymouth Canton Optimists 
Schrader-Howell Funeral 

Home 
Stella Contracting 
 
Family Fun ($300) 

Laird Glass 
Mayflower Patry Shoppe 
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     Come see what all the fuss 
is about! The Plymouth 
Historical Museum now has 
its own escape adventure that 
combines team work with 
sleuthing skills to solve the 
problems and live to see 
another day! 

80 Years Ago  
May 1945 

Plymouth Mail  

Visit & Support 
the Museum 

This exhibit explores the reality of 

life after war. Experience this his-

torical perspective of life after sev-

eral different wars, including the 

World War I, World War II, and 

the Vietnam War. 

“War’s Over…” exhibit on display  
until July 6, 2025   

at the Plymouth Historical Museum 
Sponsored by O’Donnell Electric 

     You enter a time portal to 
the 19th century and your 
team is challenged to locate 
a time machine to return to 
the present before you are 
vaporized.  
     Tickets are $30 per 
person; groups must be 

between 4 and 8 people. For 
more information, visit 
www.plymouthhistory.org/
events. 
 

April Dates: 
April 4, 6-7 pm 
April 11, 6-7 pm 
April 25, 6-7 pm 



5 MUSEUM MEMO 

By Elizabeth Kerstens and Ellen Elliott 

A Slice of History, courtesy of   
Plymouth Today magazine,  

issue First Quarter 2025 
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Plymouth Days Gone By 
Compiled by Gerry Sabatini from the newspaper archives at the  

Plymouth District Library 

80 Years Ago  
June 1945 

Plymouth Mail  

60 Years Ago - March 1965 
Plymouth Mail 

In 1965, Plymouth High School stu-
dent, Mike Ross wrote an insightful 
column about the obligation for 
television networks to advocate 
moral reform.  
 
“The networks just seem to repre-
sent the gross irresponsibility to-
wards youth that has taken place, 
resulting in the declining morals and 
character of much of the younger 
generation.”  -  Mike Ross  
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A fter 15 years serving as vol-
unteer editor of the Museum 
Memo, Gerry Sabatini has 

decided to step down due to health 
and homelife priorities.  

Throughout his life, Gerry has 
served as a volunteer for various 
church, school, and civic organiza-
tions. “Serving the community de-
fines who I am as a person and as a 
responsible citizen and civic leader,” 
said Gerry, who describes his years 
of service work as both rewarding 
and fun.  

Gerry has been the newsletter 
editor since the position became 
available in 2010. He saw it as an 
opportunity to use his proficiency in 
Microsoft Publisher, the software 
used to edit the Museum’s newsletter. 

In addition to his volunteer work 
with the Museum, Gerry was a mem-
ber of the Friends of the Penn board 
of directors for 18 years.   

In 2013, Gerry completed 25 
years of volunteer service with the 
City of Plymouth, serving eight years 

Gerry Sabatini 

Volunteer Spotlight Farewell 

40 Years Ago - 1985 

as a member of the city commis-
sion, 15 years as chairman of the 
city zoning board of appeals, and 
two years as a member of the city 
planning commission.  

He retired from Ford Motor 
Company in 2018 after working 40 
years as a financial analyst. Gerry, 
who is 72, has embraced the retire-
ment chapter in his life, and wished 
he would have retired 40 years ago!   

He and his wife Barbara have 
been married 41 years, and have 
resided in Plymouth for 40 years. 
They have two adult children, Mi-
chael and Kristen.   

Gerry was raised in west De-
troit, and is the second oldest of 
nine children. He has a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from the University of 
Detroit Mercy, and a Master of Sci-
ence in Administration from Central 
Michigan University.   

During high school and college, 
he served as a writer for the student 
newspapers, and was a member of 
his high school baseball and basket-
ball teams.   

He is also a novice guitar player 
and enjoys writing  songs and poetry.  

Gerry has a high admiration for 
those who have faithfully nurtured 
and maintained the Museum to help 
preserve the history of Plymouth. He 
said the gratification of volunteering 
was best described by Mother Teresa: 
“We ourselves feel that what we are 
doing is just a drop in the ocean. But 
the ocean would be less because of 
that missing drop.”   

The Museum staff is thankful for 
all that Gerry has done for us, and we 
would have been far less without all 
his experience and expertise. 

Gerald Sabatini, shown here 
with his wife, Barbara. 

Plymouth Observer  
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Candidates for the Plymouth Historical Museum Board 

2025 Board Elections 

T his year, the Museum will be mailing out bal-
lots to all members within the next couple of 
weeks. We must have at least 5 percent of the 

active membership casting ballots, according to our 
Bylaws.  
    As a member, you have a right to vote. Please re-
turn your ballot in the envelope provided before the 
deadline, so you can elect your next Board of Direc-
tors. Your participation is appreciated!  

Nominations for Board of Director candidates , 
according to the Bylaws: 

“Candidates must be members in good standing of 
the Society on or by the deadline for nominations and 
maintain their membership throughout their term.  

Employees and immediate family members of em-
ployees and the then acting Directors may not serve as 
Directors. 

Members may not be nominated for office unless 
they have given their consent and agree to serve if elect-
ed.” 

 
Ivy Lung - I've been working in 
the pharmaceutical industry for 
more than 25 years, mostly in 
hematology and oncology. In mid
-2023 I transitioned to the neph-
rology space where I speak with 
kidney specialists across 3 states 
about treatment options for their 
patients living with rare kidney 
diseases. I've lived in Plymouth 

since 2001 with my husband Ricardo, our teenage sons 
Mateo & Rico, and our two bunnies Ashford and Penny. I 
love to travel, hike, try new restaurants, and spend time 
with family & friends.  

 
Cameron A. Miller (Cam) - Born and 
raised in Plymouth, Cam is a product 
of Plymouth schools. He was the first 
graduate of Plymouth Canton High 
School. Although you wouldn’t recog-
nize it as the same house, Cam lives in 
the house he was brought home to up-
on his birth. (He and his wife Barb 
bought it from Cam’s parents.) 

Cam delivered mail in town for 2.5 years before go-
ing to college at Eastern Michigan University. He later 
attended Law School at Detroit College of Law. He is the 
founding partner of Miller and Calabrese, P.C. Their of-
fices can be seen from the museum across the library 
parking lot in the old YMCA offices that they extensively 
rebuilt. 

Cam has been married to Barb for 42 years this Au-
gust. They have two adult daughters, Courtney and Jil-
lian. His civic involvement includes being a Plymouth 
Rotary member for 30 years. As part of that service, Cam 
served as chairman for the Chicken BBQ, chairman for 
the Rotary Golf Classic, and chairman of the Rotary me-
morial scholarship committees.  

He is a past officer of the Fall Festival board, past 
president of the Plymouth/Canton Jaycees, and past pres-
ident of the Plymouth Goodfellows where he has sold 
papers for 47 years and counting.  

Cam is a past chairman for the Plymouth Township 
Civil Service Commission. And he asks that you don’t 
laugh, but he served as the president of the Canton High 
School Cheerleading Boosters Club.  Cam has previously 
worked on committees for the Museum and was even a 
ghost once for the cemetery walk (he hated it). 

 
Margaret T. Harris - Our family 
of 10 moved to Plymouth in 1977. I 
moved to Alaska in 1994 and back 
to Michigan in 2001. I was a small 
business owner for many years in 
Plymouth/Livonia until 2017. From 
2017 to 2020 I worked as a medical 
assistant for IHA in its downtown 
Plymouth pediatrics office. Since 
2020 I have been a health, life, and 

Medicare insurance agent and most recently RSSA, Reg-
istered Social Security analyst. I have a perfect-for-me 
husband, Charlie. We have the best daughter in the uni-
verse, a fabulous son-in-law and a first granddaughter 
due this spring.   

 
Tim Tingstad has lived in Plymouth 
for more than 39 years.  He was the 
first president and founding member 
of the Fairground Park Association 
and is past president of the Kiwanis 
Club of Colonial Plymouth. Tim has 
worked as a Certified Financial 
Planner since 1982 and worked as a 

commercial fisherman in Alaska, 1998-2004. He has 
served as a member of the Friends of the Plymouth His-
torical Museum board, and is a member of the Museum's 
Plymouth Living History Troupe where he portrays vari-
ous characters for Museum events. Tim is married to San-
dra; they have 2 grown sons and 2 grandchildren. 

Thank You Volunteers!  

Volunteers Make a Difference! 
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Written by Clark Chapin 

Maintenance Report 2024 continued on Page 10 
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The Plymouth Historical Museum owes its success  

to the efforts of its dedicated volunteers.  

Thank You Volunteers! Volunteers Make a Difference! 



Friends of the Plymouth Historical Museum  
155 S. Main Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
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Calendar of Events 
Events are at the Museum unless otherwise 
specified. Tickets can be found at http://
plymouthhistory.org/events/. 
 
April 
4, 11, 18—Time Escape Adventure, 6 pm. Tickets 
available at https://allevents.in/plymouth/time-escape-
adventure/80003324037647. 
26—Ghosts of Plymouth Walk. Tickets available at https://
allevents.in/plymouth/ghosts-of-plymouth-
walk/80003046847546. 
 
May 
4—Frozen Princess Tea, Noon-2 pm. Tickets available at 
https://allevents.in/plymouth/frozen-princess-
tea/80003324252851 
 
June 
1—Wilcox House Tour. Tickets available for members 
April 2. 
21—How Alan Puckett Kicked the Bucket Murder 
Mystery, 6 pm. Tickets available for members April 28. 
 
July 
6—“War’s Over...Now What?” special exhibit closes. 
7—Museum closed for exhibit changeover and floor tile 
replacement. 

Rent a Room for Your Next Function 
 
The Plymouth Historical Museum is the ideal setting for 
weddings, showers, receptions, corporate functions, club 
meetings, funeral luncheons, and many other events. Our 
Sanford Burr Meeting Room can comfortably seat up to 
100 people and has wireless Internet access. Prices are 
reasonable, and for an additional fee, rental includes use 
of the kitchen and/or a private tour of the Museum. For 
more information, visit the Museum or phone 734-455-
8940. Application is  online at  https://
plymouthhistory.org/events/room-rentals/. 

Plymouth  
Historical Society 
77th Anniversary 

1948-2025 

Thank you for supporting 
the Plymouth Historical  

Museum.  
 

Dedicated to preserving, 
teaching, and presenting 

Plymouth history. 


